DISCOVERY

IN THE REALM OF RESEARCH

Sky Righter

When a physicist mrained 1n the methodology of Western scicnee looks to the sky, he mav en-
vision chlorofluarocarbons breaking down under the power of the sun’s ultraviclet rays. He
may also perceive the chiorine produced by the reacoion nipping the fabrnie of the seraco-
sphere’s protective ozonc blanket, exposing the Earth o uloavioler rays that have che poren-
rial to destrov all living things on the plance.

LA phvsies protessor Alrred Y. Wong i1s 2 man passessed ot an Eastern sensihilicy, which
teaches hife s to be sung in harmony with nature. He sees
what a well-schooled physicist sces and more. FHe looks ar
Furopean arr and is srruck by irs impossible derail and
complexity, He wonders at Western medicine’s quick and
Torcetul cures, mindful of the harsh side etfects ws pracoce
often engenders.  Phe Chinese painting s very simple,” ab-
serves Wong, “with only 4 lew brush suokes and muoced col-

i

ors chat tell 4 story. And the Chinese doctor prescribes herbs
o srrengrhen the hody, so rhe hodyv can cure irself, We in
Asia see chings differendy.”

Wong's pan-cultural vision has brought him 3 secemingly
plain solution o an opagque problem: Help the Earth heal
iselll To that end, Wong has devised an ingemous process
that calls for charging chloring atoms in the atmosphere —
rhar 15, miving rthem an exrra elecrron — so0 rhey no longer
react with azone, Without interfercnce from chlotofluoro-
carbons, ozonc in the atmosphere will build back to normal
levels — narurally,

The idea has alicady proven viable in computer models
and a laboratory reercanion of the Earth’s armosphere; there
are now plans oo experiment wirh the process in the real
world, beginning at che Narth Pole, where ozone depleton
is worst. Lo implement his chlorine-charging process,
Waong hopes to use huge 500-mercer-long metal curtains
bome alolt on gl solar-powered wirships o aloomdes of
up to 23 miles above the Earth. The curtains will deliver
electrosranic charges o ncucralize chlorofluorocarbons in
the upper atmosphere. “Alwavs, people say not o play
with Mocher Nature,” Wong savs. "However, humans are
already influcneing nature by polluting. Since there is no
wav we as 4 species can stop polluting, I believe i s good o have an insurance policy.™

Wong's approach has an clegance and crace thar rranscend 113 complex theorerical basis.
*What I am orving o do,” he cxplains, “is take Eastern philosophy and combine it with the
Western advantage in seience and technology and do it simply, Only a simple solution will
work on such 1 global scale.”
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Even it successful, Wong's method ol helping the Earth repair its ozone laver won'c pro-
vide an overnight remedy for a hundred vears of indusuialized cuvironmental abuse, o may,
however, be an important beginning. “Here in the West, you want an instane cure,” Wong re-
Hlecrs. “In the FEast things happen more sloswly. "Uhere, we believe in long-term healing”™

- Neerwcanther Diinw
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