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A sonic boom that shook a wide swath of the Central
Valley last month was in fact part of a program lo help
gave the carth's ozone layer. The boom came during cx-
periments conducied aboard a retired spy planc.

An SR71 Blackbird, which was rcportedly the
highest, fasiest flying production aircrafl in exisicnce
left a wake of a1 I:;;:.u‘m-ndlu wide sonic boom, accord-
ing 1o Don Nolan, a public relations olficer from NASA
Dryden Flight Research Center in California.

Wolan said that the SR71 is just one of several plancs
on Joan from ihe US. Air Force 1o the National
Acronautics and Space Administration (o conducl scicn-
lific experiments at high altitedes that could potentially
help the earth’s environment.

The most recent flight involved tesis direcied by Dr.
Alfred Wong, a plasma physicist at the University ol
Califomnia al Los Angeles, who says he's come up with
the answer 10 the hole in the earth’s ozone layer.

Wong says his plan could fill the gap in the ozone
layer by 50 percent within the next live years al a cost of
approximately 3500 million.  Scicntists and laymen
have discussed for years the dangers of the shrinking
ozone layer. Wong's plan is the first that proposes going
up 70,000 feet into the carth's stralosphere and repairing
the damage directly.

Wong's ambilious proposal is being backed by the
staic of Alaska as well as the federal govermment,
Mevenheless, skeplics abound,

Environmentalists say that the carth's ozong problem
starts here on canh and has o be solved on carth by
reducing andfor eliminaling chlorofluorocarbons —
chemicals that attack ozone. CFCs are mosty lound in
air conditioners, refrigerators and acrosal spray cans.

Some skeplics even go so far as 10 say that there is no
orone problem,

But according 1o Wong, the ozong layer, which is
concentraled in the stratosphere about 15 miles above
the canth, is necegsary for survival hecause it absorbs
solar radiation which is harmful 1o all living cells.

Solving the ozone layer problem is of crucial growing
importance, siys Wong, bocause 3 prajocted annual 10
percent decrease in the ozone layer will lead 1o a 26 per-
cent increase in the incidence of skin cancer, 150,000
new cases of blindness due to cataracls and 3 weakening
of immune syslems, .

Skin cancer has escalaied 1o such g degree i recent
years thal children in Australia, where the hole in the
ovone layer is said 10 be one of the worst in the world,
are required W wear hats 1o school on sunny days, he
said. Skin cancer is also the fastest growing type of can-
cer in the U5, aside from lung cancer in women, ac-
eording 1o the Mational Instilule of Cancer Rescarch
Cenier,

Woung says the pzone layer is being destroyed ai a
sicady rawe every day. Once the CFCs are “up there,
they're up there.” They will continue interacting wilh
and desiroying oxone until they're physically removed
Trvam ihe gigstonseshgepge,

Helium-filled
balloons, at
top, propel a
space platform
that would
collect and
nullify
pollutants that
destroy the
ozone layer.

“We alrcady have pollutants up there, so il's nod 50
much a mauer of swopping them,” Wong says. “Even il
wo stopped today, we have 40 1o 100 years worth of pol-
lutanis up there that we have 1o deal with, Given our
modern day lile styles, solving the problem will Lake a
combination of lactors. It"s like cleaning a river. Il you
don '{ keep cleaning it, it will simply clog up again.”

Wong's plan would invelve using 500 meter-long
curtping of zine or aluminuem (3 o ookl of $20 millipn
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each) lified into the carth's stratosphere by helium bal-
loons, .

th rises and the sun hils the curtains,
cleclrons the orm would ba released from the
metal which deliver electroslatic charges (o the
CFCs, thereby neutralizing them and rendering them
harmiless (o the ozone.,

The neutralized CFCs would then either be collected
hy the curaing and dragged back down Lo earth for
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Atmospheric scicnlists, however, crilicize Wong's
plan hruﬁ;mmw'lm shouldn't be
w

Wong says be is not trying to add chemicals to the
earth's stratosphese, but is simply trying Lo clean it up.

Wong says his experiments show hig plan works. Ina
large i¢ chamber he crealed a bealthy stralo-
sphere and injected it with CFCs unti] all the ozone was

While the half-billion-dollar cost of the project is
daunting to some, Wong says it's not a high price 1o pay
to solve the ozone problem.

Bill Andrews, a UCLA public relations oficer, says
that the platforms potentially could even pay for them-
selves because they could replace satelliles, which cost
from $50 1o $100 million each, as communication bases
argund the globe,

Right now, Wong says that he iy wking the experi-
mnﬂlﬂmhrﬂﬁmﬂmcmmmmmmng
1o expand on a larger scale.

In the coming months, Wong has plans 1o test

devices of the ozone layer on the SR7I
B ird oa & {light 0 Alasks wherg he has had 4
years' experience conducling cxperimenis inlo the effect
of high power radio waves.



