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We propose to host the Strange Quark Matter Conference in 2006 (SQM06) at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) campus. UCLA is located at the center of the Westwood city, approximately 20 miles from the Los Angeles airport (LAX). LAX is a major airport in the United States with direct flights to many major cities of the world. Taxi or shuttle service from LAX to UCLA takes 30 minutes and typically costs $35. The neighboring cities surrounding UCLA include Bel Air, Beverly Hills, Hollywood and Santa Monica, all with excellent cultural attractions. 

The conference will be held around the end of March during the spring break between winter and spring quarters at UCLA. Our first choice of conference facility will be a modern lecture room in the new UCLA Physics and Astronomy wing, whose construction is to be completed in the fall of 2003. The lecture room has 195 seats, each with network access. A wireless connection will also be available in the Physics building. A large patio adjacent to the lecture room will be available for coffee breaks. The conference headquarter and service center will be an office in the Physics building.
Lunch will be served at the UCLA faculty club, a two minute walk from the Physics and Astronomy building. There is a large room to host all conference participants for lunch at the faculty club. The cost of lunch will be included in the registration fee, expected to be $300 for early registers. There is also a large conference room at the UCLA faculty club which can serve as a conference room if an alternative date has to be chosen in confliction with the UCLA class schedule.
The weather in LA at the end of March is generally very pleasant, with daytime temperatures in the 70s F (~250C) and evening temperatures in the 50s F (~120C). There are many excellent outdoor recreational areas in the west Los Angeles area within 30 minutes driving distance: Pacific Ocean beaches at Santa Monica, Malibu and Venice, state parks and hike trails in the Santa Monica Mountain, various Hollywood attractions and Universal Studio. The Disneyland theme park is also within driving distance.
The world famous Getty Museum and the Los Angeles County Museum are within 10 to 30 minutes driving distance of the UCLA campus. A half day excursion to the Getty Museum is an option for the conference. You may find information about the Getty Museum at this web site http://www.getty.edu/museum. In addition to its art collection, the museum is also famous for its architecture and the garden. You may refer to http://www.getty.edu/visit/places/architecture.html for more information.
There are many hotels near the UCLA campus within walking distance to the Physics and Astronomy building. The hotel prices range from approximately $50 to $140 per night with many hotels at $90 to $120 per night. 
Next to the UCLA campus is downtown Westwood. It is a university town catering towards student life. Recently many upscale shops have also been added in the downtown area. There are many excellent restaurants from all ethnic backgrounds available at Westwood. The UCLA student union is next to the Physics and Astronomy building. Ample social interactions among conference participants are easily accommodated.
The UCLA Department of Physics and Astronomy is committed to provide necessary secretarial and partial financial support to make the conference successful. The Department Staff are familiar with organizing international conferences. Recent conferences hosted by the Physics Department include “Symposium on Sources and Detection of Dark Matter and Dark Energy in the Universe” (~120 attendees,2002) and APS Divisional Meeting for Particles and Fields in 1999 (~700 attendees). The Department will provide the network, audio and video services for the conference. 
We will approach the US NSF, US DOE, Brookhaven and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratories for conference support. These organizations have provided support for previous SQM conferences in the US. The organizing committee is committed to use available resources to support young post-doctors and graduate students. We expect to provide the financial support to these young physicists at the level comparable to the previous SQM00 at LBNL and SQM03 at North Carolina. 
The scientific program will center on strange and heavy quark physics. We propose that the main conference will be plenary sessions only. However, in order to encourage and allow post-doctors and students to attend the conference and present their work, we propose one-day post-doctor/student fest before the main conference. We envision the format to be ten minute presentation, followed by question and answer period. A panel of experienced active physicists will be asked to participate in the event. A summary and perhaps one page report from each presentation will be included in the conference proceedings. There will be a poster session for the conference as well. We are open to suggestions from the International Advisory Committee on the format of the post-doctor/student fest. 

The organizing committee members are: Huan Z. Huang (Chair, UCLA), Kenneth Barish (UCR), Joseph Kapusta (Minnesota), Grazyna Odyniec (LBNL), Johann Rafelski (Arizona) and Charles Whitten Jr. (UCLA). Another one or two members may be added later if there is a need to distribute some of the responsibilities. 
