Summary of Chinese STAR TOF Group’s Plan for MRPC Production in China

   The Chinese STAR TOF Group (USTC, Tsinghua, SINR, HZNU-IOPP, IHEP and IMP-Lanzhou) met with the STAR management several times to discuss the Chinese interest in MRPC production for STAR TOF upgrade. The STAR management and the Chinese groups jointly meet with the Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) about the joint STAR-China collaboration on the TOF upgrade project. It is agreed that the STAR TOF upgrade proposal should be prepared and submitted to the US and Chinese funding agencies. The Chinese R&D effort on the MRPC test and the full-scale MRPC TOF tray prototype has been supported by the NSFC, the STAR collaboration and the participating Chinese institutions. The Chinese plan for the participation in the STAR TOF upgrade is summarized as follows.
1. The Chinese STAR TOF group will seek funding support from Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC), Ministry of Science and Technology and Chinese Academy of Sciences. The Chinese STAR TOF group proposes that the Chinese group will be responsible for all MRPC module production of the STAR TOF detector with financial support from the Chinese funding agencies.
2. It is expected that the review process, to be organized by the NSFC, for the Chinese MRPC production proposal will begin in the fall 2002. The final approval and allocation of Chinese fund for the MRPC production in China will be contingent on the approval of the STAR full TOF project by the BNL-RHIC management and the U.S. Department of Energy.

3. In order to meet the proposed TOF construction schedule, there will be two production sites in China, one at Tsinghua and the other at USTC. The Tsinghua group is responsible for 70% and the USTC group for 30% of the total MRPC production. Other Chinese groups will also provide resources and manpower necessary for MRPC production at these sites.

4. The Chinese STAR TOF group is responsible for testing every MRPC module during the production. This includes quality test for every module and detailed characteristic test for selected (~20%) modules. The USTC group will coordinate the testing effort in China.

5. The STAR US and Chinese groups are jointly responsible for the MRPC TOF tray assembly and mechanical and electric integration. The US STAR group will provide HV and signal connectors for MRPC module construction.
6. The Chinese groups (USTC and Tsinghua) have made significant progress in preparation for MRPC production. There will be sufficient manpower and technical experts available to meet the proposed STAR TOF construction schedule once the STAR TOF project is approved by the respective funding agencies from the UC and China.

