
Introductory Mechanics

Andrew Larkoski

larkoa@gmail.com

November 17, 2023

Taught at Reed College, Fall 2019, 2020



ii



Contents

1 Preface 1

2 Introduction 3

2.1 Dimensional Analysis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

2.2 Kinematics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

2.2.1 Displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

2.2.2 Velocity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

2.2.3 Acceleration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

2.3 Order-of-Magnitude Estimation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

3 Vectors 19

3.1 Representation of Vectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

3.2 Projectile Motion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

3.2.1 The Range Formula . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

3.3 Relative Velocity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

3.4 Circular Motion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

4 Newton’s Second Law 43

4.1 Forces and Acceleration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

4.1.1 Equivalence Principle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

4.1.2 Newton’s First Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

4.2 Friction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

4.2.1 Newton’s Third Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

4.2.2 Coefficient of Static Friction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

4.2.3 Coefficient of Static Friction, Redux . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

4.3 Centripetal Force . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

4.3.1 Limits of Circular Motion and Centripetal Acceleration . . . . . . . . 59

iii



Contents iv

5 Energy 63

5.1 Kinetic Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

5.1.1 Energy from Newton’s Laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

5.1.2 Newton’s Laws from Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

5.1.3 Energies at Particle Collision Experiments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

5.2 The Work-Energy Theorem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

5.2.1 Going Beyond One Dimension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

5.2.2 The Dot Product . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73

5.3 The Simple Harmonic Oscillator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

5.3.1 Model as a Spring . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

5.3.2 Hooke’s Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

5.3.3 Model as a Pendulum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

5.4 Potential Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

5.4.1 Motivation From a Spring . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

5.4.2 Conservative Forces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

5.4.3 Ball on a Loop-the-Loop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

5.5 Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

5.5.1 Conservation of Total Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

5.5.2 Differential Energy Delivered . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

5.5.3 Feasibility of Solar Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

6 Gravitation 91

6.1 Derivation of Universal Gravitation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

6.1.1 Universal Attraction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

6.1.2 Inverse Square Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

6.1.3 Linearity in Masses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

6.2 Gravitational Potential Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

6.2.1 Escape Velocity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

6.2.2 Black Holes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

7 Momentum 103

7.1 Conservation of Momentum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

7.1.1 Impulse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

7.1.2 Systems of Particles and Center-of-Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

7.1.3 Spatial Translation Symmetry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107



v Contents

7.2 Collisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

7.2.1 Elastic and Inelastic Collisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

7.2.2 K-T Extinction Event . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

7.3 Conservation Laws in Multiple Dimensions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

7.3.1 Simple Model of Neutron Decay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

7.4 Working with the Center-of-Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

7.4.1 Forces on Extended Objects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

7.4.2 Center-of-Mass of an Extended Object . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123

8 Rotation 127

8.1 Rotation about the Center-of-Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

8.1.1 Forces on Extended Objects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

8.1.2 Rotational Kinetic Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

8.2 Calculating the Moment of Inertia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

8.2.1 Moment of Inertia of a Sphere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

8.2.2 Spherical Coordinates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

8.2.3 Three-Dimensional Integration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

8.3 Ball Through a Loop-the-Loop Redux . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

8.3.1 Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

8.3.2 Including Rotational Kinetic Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

8.3.3 Other Effects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144

8.4 The Right-Hand Rule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147

8.4.1 Right-Hand Rule #1: Angular Velocity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148

8.4.2 Right-Hand Rule #2: Torque . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150

8.5 Static Equilibrium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153

8.5.1 Saqsaywaman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154

8.5.2 Detailed Study of a Simpler Example . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156

8.6 Rolling Without Slipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159

8.6.1 Pulling a Spool Two Ways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159

8.6.2 Rolling Down a Ramp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162

9 Angular Momentum 165

9.1 Conservation of Angular Momentum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

9.1.1 Newton’s Second Law with Angular Momentum . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

9.1.2 Spatial and Temporal Symmetries and Their Conservation Laws . . . 166



Contents vi

9.1.3 Rotation About Two Orthogonal Axes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

9.1.4 Angular Momentum for Linear Motion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169

9.2 Precession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171

9.2.1 Forces Applied Parallel to Angular Momentum . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172

9.2.2 Torques Applied Orthogonal to Angular Momentum . . . . . . . . . . 173

9.2.3 Precession as Circular Motion of Angular Momentum . . . . . . . . . 177

10 Oscillations 181

10.1 Kinematics of Oscillations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182

10.2 Simple Harmonic Oscillators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188

10.2.1 The Pendulum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188

10.2.2 The Spring . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192

10.3 Two Other Topics on Oscillations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194

10.3.1 Physical Pendula . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194

10.3.2 Traveling Waves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198

Classical Mechanics Glossary 201



Chapter 1

Preface

These lectures were developed from the class I taught at Reed College during fall semesters

of 2019 and 2020. Because of global circumstances this course was taught once in-person

and once completely remote. For remote teaching, I pre-recorded my lectures and all corre-

sponding demonstrations and the videos are available here:

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLv1fJStSLclTqCZ8bJZPrgPnNk9gjy89G.

1
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Chapter 2

Introduction

Why can we trust our memories? This has a lot more to do with physics than you might

think. What do we mean by “trusting memories”? We mean that our previous experiences

can be used to inform future situations. This means that what we learned in the past must be

applicable to the future; that is, there is a continuity through time of our experiences. A hot

stove you touched yesterday hurt, therefore you know that if you touch a hot stove tomorrow

it will also hurt. We can make this more physically precise by stating that experiences

exhibit a time-translation symmetry. This means that our learned experiences are always

the same (a symmetry) throughout translating or moving through time. This is obviously

extremely important for conscious beings like us, otherwise we could never learn.

Even more grand a statement that follows from this is that the laws of physics do not

change in time. Now, I don’t mean that individual objects to not change in time; I mean

that the way and rules for how objects interact with one another are always the same. For

example, the rules of Monopoly are always the same, but any given game can have different

outcomes. If the laws of physics do not change in time (they exhibit a time-translation

symmetry), there ought be a concrete quantity whose value is unchanged, or conserved, in

time. This is energy: that the laws of physics do not depend on time means that energy is

conserved, and vice-versa. This relationship between a symmetry and a conservation law is

called Noether’s theorem, after Emmy Noether, a German mathematician.1

Noether’s theorem is perhaps the most important result in all of theoretical physics and

provides extremely strong constraints on the interactions of objects. However, depending on

the system you are studying, energy may or may not be conserved. We only believe that

1E. Noether, “Invariant Variation Problems,” Gott. Nachr. 1918, 235-257 (1918) [arXiv:physics/0503066
[physics]].
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energy is conserved for the entire universe, the only truly closed system we can imagine.

The energy of an object can change if work is done on that object. Work is necessarily a

concept that is outside of the object or system that you are studying. Because you can’t go

outside the universe, no work can be done on it and so energy is conserved.

However, not only do the laws of physics not depend on time, but they don’t depend

on where you are or how you are oriented. That the laws of physics are independent of

your position means that they exhibit a spatial translation symmetry. Just like with time

translations, Noether’s theorem states that there is a conserved quantity: momentum.

Momentum only changes if a force acts on your system or object. Further, the laws of

physics don’t depend on your orientation: throwing a ball to the north or to the west

exhibits the exact same phenomena. Thus we say that physics is rotationally-invariant:

everything (i.e., the laws of physics) are the same if you rotated the system. For rotations,

Noether’s theorem tells us that the corresponding conservation law is angular momentum.

Angular momentum, a measure of an object’s rotation about a fixed axis, can only change

if there is a torque on an object.

These three conservation laws, energy, momentum, and angular momentum, will be the

central components of this course. We will describe systems under which they are conserved,

and use that to our advantage when making predictions for future behavior given current

data. We will also discuss how work, forces, and torques break conservation laws for open

systems (systems that interact with an external environment). Fortunately and powerfully,

this breaking of conservation is not arbitrary, and we will construct powerful relationships

fitting it all together.

Though this class and topics are often referred to as “classical mechanics,” connoting

“classical” in the Greco-Roman sense, the physics you learn this semester underlies all phe-

nomena that we know. Conservation laws are the way that modern particle physics is

formulated, and so these ideas are used throughout my own research. Though it may seem

pedestrian or even pedantic at times, there is an amazingly rich structure lurking just be-

neath the surface. This semester, I’m thrilled to be your guide exploring Nature from this

profound perspective.

2.1 Dimensional Analysis

Physics, especially introductory courses, is a problem-solving science. You have some hy-

pothesis or question and you want to know the answer or if Nature works as you expect it to.
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As a professional, card-carrying physicist, how do I know that my solution to a problem is

correct? In general, I don’t, but if other people independently check it, I gain confidence in

its veracity. However, there are numerous tricks that a physicist has in the bag that we carry

everywhere to check if a potential answer is wrong or can’t possibly be correct. Throughout

the semester, I’ll let you in on the secrets of the trade and today we’ll introduce the most

powerful of all of them: dimensional analysis.

What makes dimensional analysis so powerful is noting that everything we can possibly

measure has specific units. In this course (and much of physics), we use the SI unit system

in which measured quantities are expressed in terms of the fundamental length (meter),

time (second), and mass (kilogram). Every quantity we will discuss in this class is some

combination of these basic units.

For example, let’s say that you want to determine your speed in running 100 meters.

Speed is the amount of distance you travel per unit time. We will often write speed as the

letter v and we can denote its units by writing

[v] =
meters

time
. (2.1)

Given that you ran 100 meters, to determine your speed all you need to do is to divide by

the time it took to run it. If you are very fast, it might take you 10 seconds to run 100

meters. Therefore, your speed would be

v =
100

10

meters

seconds
= 10 m/s . (2.2)

We can convert this into units you may be more familiar with. Let’s express m/s in

miles/hour. We do this by multiplying by “1” in particular ways. For example,

1 meter = 1 meter · 1 mile

1 mile
=

1 meter

1 mile
· 1 mile =

1

1609
· 1 mile. (2.3)

The factor 1/1609 is (approximately) the number of miles that you can cram into a meter.

This is (much!) less than 1 because a mile is longer than a meter.

What about seconds? Let’s convert 1 second into an hour:

1 second = 1 second
1 hour

1 hour
=

1 second

1 hour
· 1 hour =

1

3600
· 1 hour . (2.4)
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There are 3600 seconds in an hour. Now, we can convert meters/second to miles/hour as

meters

second
=

1

1609
· 1 mile · 3600

1 hour
= 2.2

miles

hour
. (2.5)

So, if you ran 100 meters in 10 seconds, your speed was 10 m/s or about 22 mph.

This is an example of how dimensional analysis works. We first identify the quantity we

want to calculate; in this case, a speed. Speed has units of distance over time, so to evaluate

the speed we need to measure both a distance (say, 100 meters) and a time (say, 10 seconds).

Dimensional analysis is the trick/shortcut/tool to get an estimate of the answer simply by

ensuring that the expression has the right units (dimension). Thus, dimensional analysis is

very helpful for telling you that an answer cannot possibly be correct. If the units of an

expression are not correct then the answer cannot be correct.

Example

Let’s see how this works in an example. Say we want to determine a distance d. We are

given/measure quantities of time t, velocity or speed v, acceleration a (unit of m/s2), and a

mass m. Which of the following cannot be true?

(a) d = at

(b) d = mvt

(c) d = v/t

(d) d = v2/a

What did you find? Note that the quantity at has units of m/s, not a distance. Also,

mvt has mass in it, which is not a distance. v/t has units of m/s2, which is acceleration.

So, all of (a), (b), and (c) cannot be the expression for distance. (d) on the other hand does

have the correct units:

v2

a
=

(
meters

seconds

)2
seconds2

meters
= meters . (2.6)

We’ll revisit dimensional analysis as an important tool throughout the semester.

2.2 Kinematics

For now, let’s get into understanding and modeling physical systems. Physics is the study

of how and why objects in the natural world change in time. We’ll start this topic, of how

to model objects changing, small and expand our purview in the course of the semester.
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2.2.1 Displacement

So what’s the simplest way that an object can change in time? I’m exhibiting it right now:

an object can keep its shape and substance the same and just move through space. We live in

a universe with three spatial dimensions, so ultimately we need to know how to understand

motion in many dimensions. With our principle of starting small, let’s ignore two of the

dimensions; that is, we are just considering motion along a line. For many systems, this is

very reasonable. For example, a train moves in one direction along linear tracks, so we can

(often) ignore lateral motion to the tracks or motion up and down. One-dimensional motion

is what I am doing at the front of class: just pacing back and forth.

If we want to be quantitative and model my motion as a function of time, there are a

few things we need to address. First, how do we measure this motion? We already agreed

that we use SI units so we measure the distance I travel in meters and the time over which

I travel in seconds.

The next thing we need to do is to determine when to start the time and from where to

measure distances. In a race, both of these things are unambiguous: the clock starts with

the gun, and distances are measured from the starting line. For my pacing, it’s less clear

when to do either. This is not an accident: in the natural world, there is no “preferred”

initial time or position. We have to impose both to be able to meaningfully speak about

some physical process.

With that in mind, let’s attempt to model my pacing from one side of the well to the

other, and back. We will start the clock when I leave one side and also measure distance

from where I start. With this agreement, we can draw a graph of my position in the well as

a function of time:

<latexit sha1_base64="fC8Jzlvgpxqia0LtN3XMRfpFv9c=">AAAB+nicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vVpdugkWom5JI0S4LblxWsA9oQ5lMb9qhM0mYuVFLrH/ixoUibv0Sd/6N08dCWw8MHM45l3vn+LHgGh3n28qsrW9sbmW3czu7e/sH+cJhU0eJYtBgkYhU26caBA+hgRwFtGMFVPoCWv7oauq37kBpHoW3OI7Bk3QQ8oAzikbq5Qv9p1IX4QFTCWhyk7NevuiUnRnsVeIuSJEsUO/lv7r9iCUSQmSCat1xnRi9lCrkTMAk1000xJSN6AA6hoZUgvbS2ekT+9QofTuIlHkh2jP190RKpdZj6ZukpDjUy95U/M/rJBhUvZSHcYIQsvmiIBE2Rva0B7vPFTAUY0MoU9zcarMhVZRNW8iZEtzlL6+S5nnZvShXbirFWnVRR5YckxNSIi65JDVyTeqkQRi5J8/klbxZj9aL9W59zKMZazFzRP7A+vwBlGaUMA==</latexit>

d (meters)

<latexit sha1_base64="5Ar6r6Pgsu32xA72vLOSwXg1A04=">AAAB9XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJexK0BwDXjxGMA9I1jA76U2GzD6Y6VXDEr/DiwdFvPov3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprvLi6XQaNvf1srq2vrGZm4rv72zu7dfODhs6ihRHBo8kpFqe0yDFCE0UKCEdqyABZ6Elje6mvqte1BaROEtjmNwAzYIhS84QyPd4VOpi/CIqQY+OesVinbZnoEuEycjRZKh3it8dfsRTwIIkUumdcexY3RTplBwCZN8N9EQMz5iA+gYGrIAtJvOrp7QU6P0qR8pUyHSmfp7ImWB1uPAM50Bw6Fe9Kbif14nQb/qpiKME4SQzxf5iaQY0WkEtC8UcJRjQxhXwtxK+ZApxtEElTchOIsvL5Pmedm5KFduKsVaNYsjR47JCSkRh1ySGrkmddIgnCjyTF7Jm/VgvVjv1se8dcXKZo7IH1ifP67kkpw=</latexit>

t (sec)

<latexit sha1_base64="Rp4gWtRSckyfOF8rRH9mCzMw7Rw=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9hqqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fDO6Qjg==</latexit>

5m

<latexit sha1_base64="votH3Vg1rXdXJYXCwJDIuncyf60=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGEWTfvlilt156CrxMtJheRo9MtfvUHM0wgUcsmM6Xpugn7GNAouYVrqpQYSxsdsCF1LFYvA+Nn84ik9s8qAhrG2pZDO1d8TGYuMmUSB7YwYjsyyNxP/87ophjU/EypJERRfLApTSTGms/fpQGjgKCeWMK6FvZXyEdOMow2pZEPwll9eJa2LqndVvby7rNRreRxFckJOyTnxyDWpk1vSIE3CiSLP5JW8OcZ5cd6dj0VrwclnjskfOJ8/diOQxA==</latexit>

10m

<latexit sha1_base64="uLipgX0x1dmm2BzowS4ULEqPWY8=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGFmpv1yxa26c9BV4uWkQnI0+uWv3iDmaQQKuWTGdD03QT9jGgWXMC31UgMJ42M2hK6likVg/Gx+8ZSeWWVAw1jbUkjn6u+JjEXGTKLAdkYMR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkCIovFoWppBjT2ft0IDRwlBNLGNfC3kr5iGnG0YZUsiF4yy+vktZF1buqXt5dVuq1PI4iOSGn5Jx45JrUyS1pkCbhRJFn8kreHOO8OO/Ox6K14OQzx+QPnM8ff0GQyg==</latexit>

10s
<latexit sha1_base64="ueaaw2sB3xJc/4Px9qIlFzHDxdI=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTM20Vyy5ZXcOskq8jJQgQ71X/Or2I5aEXCGT1JiO58bop1SjYJJPC93E8JiyMR3yjqWKhtz46fziKTmzSp8MIm1LIZmrvydSGhozCQPbGVIcmWVvJv7ndRIcVP1UqDhBrthi0SCRBCMye5/0heYM5cQSyrSwtxI2opoytCEVbAje8surpHlR9q7KlbtKqVbN4sjDCZzCOXhwDTW4hTo0gIGCZ3iFN8c4L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A4b9kM8=</latexit>

15s
<latexit sha1_base64="reTxxM5v2uyJ8WcRCFLISmWlyxQ=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9haqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fFgyQlA==</latexit>

5s
<latexit sha1_base64="/VEJ7WGs2PhF4bARgyA/wgFRehw=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEJzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIo8IGzI7NDBhdnYz02skG/7CiweN8erfePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSyFQdf9dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEc2jySEa6EzADUihookAJnVgDCwMJ7WByM/fbj6CNiNQ9TmPwQzZSYig4Qys9VNwewhOmZtYvltyyuwBdJ15GSiRDo1/86g0inoSgkEtmTNdzY/RTplFwCbNCLzEQMz5hI+haqlgIxk8XF8/ohVUGdBhpWwrpQv09kbLQmGkY2M6Q4disenPxP6+b4LDmp0LFCYLiy0XDRFKM6Px9OhAaOMqpJYxrYW+lfMw042hDKtgQvNWX10mrUvauytW7aqley+LIkzNyTi6JR65JndySBmkSThR5Jq/kzTHOi/PufCxbc042c0r+wPn8AYDOkMs=</latexit>

20s

Here, I have assumed that the well is 10 meters across and it takes me 20 seconds to walk

out and return. This plot shows that as I just set out I am getting farther from the origin;
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my distance is increasing. At 10 seconds, the increasing switches to decreasing distance,

meaning I am getting closer to the origin as time increases; I have turned around.

Note also that I have represented distances with positive numbers (e.g., 5 meters). It

is easy to represent the direction of my relationship to the origin: just use positive or

negative numbers. Distances that account for relative relationships of location to an origin

are displacements. We’ll agree that positive displacements are to your right, while negative

displacements are to the left of the origin.

Example

With that in mind, I have another question! Consider again my walk across and back in the

well. Three graphs of my motion are shown below. Can you determine where the spatial

origin is for each?

(a)

<latexit sha1_base64="fC8Jzlvgpxqia0LtN3XMRfpFv9c=">AAAB+nicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vVpdugkWom5JI0S4LblxWsA9oQ5lMb9qhM0mYuVFLrH/ixoUibv0Sd/6N08dCWw8MHM45l3vn+LHgGh3n28qsrW9sbmW3czu7e/sH+cJhU0eJYtBgkYhU26caBA+hgRwFtGMFVPoCWv7oauq37kBpHoW3OI7Bk3QQ8oAzikbq5Qv9p1IX4QFTCWhyk7NevuiUnRnsVeIuSJEsUO/lv7r9iCUSQmSCat1xnRi9lCrkTMAk1000xJSN6AA6hoZUgvbS2ekT+9QofTuIlHkh2jP190RKpdZj6ZukpDjUy95U/M/rJBhUvZSHcYIQsvmiIBE2Rva0B7vPFTAUY0MoU9zcarMhVZRNW8iZEtzlL6+S5nnZvShXbirFWnVRR5YckxNSIi65JDVyTeqkQRi5J8/klbxZj9aL9W59zKMZazFzRP7A+vwBlGaUMA==</latexit>

d (meters)

<latexit sha1_base64="5Ar6r6Pgsu32xA72vLOSwXg1A04=">AAAB9XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJexK0BwDXjxGMA9I1jA76U2GzD6Y6VXDEr/DiwdFvPov3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprvLi6XQaNvf1srq2vrGZm4rv72zu7dfODhs6ihRHBo8kpFqe0yDFCE0UKCEdqyABZ6Elje6mvqte1BaROEtjmNwAzYIhS84QyPd4VOpi/CIqQY+OesVinbZnoEuEycjRZKh3it8dfsRTwIIkUumdcexY3RTplBwCZN8N9EQMz5iA+gYGrIAtJvOrp7QU6P0qR8pUyHSmfp7ImWB1uPAM50Bw6Fe9Kbif14nQb/qpiKME4SQzxf5iaQY0WkEtC8UcJRjQxhXwtxK+ZApxtEElTchOIsvL5Pmedm5KFduKsVaNYsjR47JCSkRh1ySGrkmddIgnCjyTF7Jm/VgvVjv1se8dcXKZo7IH1ifP67kkpw=</latexit>

t (sec)

<latexit sha1_base64="Rp4gWtRSckyfOF8rRH9mCzMw7Rw=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9hqqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fDO6Qjg==</latexit>

5m

<latexit sha1_base64="uLipgX0x1dmm2BzowS4ULEqPWY8=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGFmpv1yxa26c9BV4uWkQnI0+uWv3iDmaQQKuWTGdD03QT9jGgWXMC31UgMJ42M2hK6likVg/Gx+8ZSeWWVAw1jbUkjn6u+JjEXGTKLAdkYMR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkCIovFoWppBjT2ft0IDRwlBNLGNfC3kr5iGnG0YZUsiF4yy+vktZF1buqXt5dVuq1PI4iOSGn5Jx45JrUyS1pkCbhRJFn8kreHOO8OO/Ox6K14OQzx+QPnM8ff0GQyg==</latexit>

10s
<latexit sha1_base64="ueaaw2sB3xJc/4Px9qIlFzHDxdI=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTM20Vyy5ZXcOskq8jJQgQ71X/Or2I5aEXCGT1JiO58bop1SjYJJPC93E8JiyMR3yjqWKhtz46fziKTmzSp8MIm1LIZmrvydSGhozCQPbGVIcmWVvJv7ndRIcVP1UqDhBrthi0SCRBCMye5/0heYM5cQSyrSwtxI2opoytCEVbAje8surpHlR9q7KlbtKqVbN4sjDCZzCOXhwDTW4hTo0gIGCZ3iFN8c4L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A4b9kM8=</latexit>

15s
<latexit sha1_base64="reTxxM5v2uyJ8WcRCFLISmWlyxQ=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9haqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fFgyQlA==</latexit>

5s
<latexit sha1_base64="/VEJ7WGs2PhF4bARgyA/wgFRehw=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEJzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIo8IGzI7NDBhdnYz02skG/7CiweN8erfePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSyFQdf9dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEc2jySEa6EzADUihookAJnVgDCwMJ7WByM/fbj6CNiNQ9TmPwQzZSYig4Qys9VNwewhOmZtYvltyyuwBdJ15GSiRDo1/86g0inoSgkEtmTNdzY/RTplFwCbNCLzEQMz5hI+haqlgIxk8XF8/ohVUGdBhpWwrpQv09kbLQmGkY2M6Q4disenPxP6+b4LDmp0LFCYLiy0XDRFKM6Px9OhAaOMqpJYxrYW+lfMw042hDKtgQvNWX10mrUvauytW7aqley+LIkzNyTi6JR65JndySBmkSThR5Jq/kzTHOi/PufCxbc042c0r+wPn8AYDOkMs=</latexit>

20s

<latexit sha1_base64="mWGcj/D+pPIeMlIcLKEOeuaFhTg=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBC8GHYlao4BLx4jmAcmIcxOepMhs7PLTK8YlvyFFw+KePVvvPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXeXH0th0HW/nZXVtfWNzdxWfntnd2+/cHDYMFGiOdR5JCPd8pkBKRTUUaCEVqyBhb6Epj+6mfrNR9BGROoexzF0QzZQIhCcoZUezi87CE+YhpNeoeiW3BnoMvEyUiQZar3CV6cf8SQEhVwyY9qeG2M3ZRoFlzDJdxIDMeMjNoC2pYqFYLrp7OIJPbVKnwaRtqWQztTfEykLjRmHvu0MGQ7NojcV//PaCQaVbipUnCAoPl8UJJJiRKfv077QwFGOLWFcC3sr5UOmGUcbUt6G4C2+vEwaFyXvqlS+KxerlSyOHDkmJ+SMeOSaVMktqZE64USRZ/JK3hzjvDjvzse8dcXJZo7IHzifP3erkMU=</latexit>�5m

(b)

<latexit sha1_base64="fC8Jzlvgpxqia0LtN3XMRfpFv9c=">AAAB+nicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vVpdugkWom5JI0S4LblxWsA9oQ5lMb9qhM0mYuVFLrH/ixoUibv0Sd/6N08dCWw8MHM45l3vn+LHgGh3n28qsrW9sbmW3czu7e/sH+cJhU0eJYtBgkYhU26caBA+hgRwFtGMFVPoCWv7oauq37kBpHoW3OI7Bk3QQ8oAzikbq5Qv9p1IX4QFTCWhyk7NevuiUnRnsVeIuSJEsUO/lv7r9iCUSQmSCat1xnRi9lCrkTMAk1000xJSN6AA6hoZUgvbS2ekT+9QofTuIlHkh2jP190RKpdZj6ZukpDjUy95U/M/rJBhUvZSHcYIQsvmiIBE2Rva0B7vPFTAUY0MoU9zcarMhVZRNW8iZEtzlL6+S5nnZvShXbirFWnVRR5YckxNSIi65JDVyTeqkQRi5J8/klbxZj9aL9W59zKMZazFzRP7A+vwBlGaUMA==</latexit>

d (meters)
<latexit sha1_base64="5Ar6r6Pgsu32xA72vLOSwXg1A04=">AAAB9XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJexK0BwDXjxGMA9I1jA76U2GzD6Y6VXDEr/DiwdFvPov3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprvLi6XQaNvf1srq2vrGZm4rv72zu7dfODhs6ihRHBo8kpFqe0yDFCE0UKCEdqyABZ6Elje6mvqte1BaROEtjmNwAzYIhS84QyPd4VOpi/CIqQY+OesVinbZnoEuEycjRZKh3it8dfsRTwIIkUumdcexY3RTplBwCZN8N9EQMz5iA+gYGrIAtJvOrp7QU6P0qR8pUyHSmfp7ImWB1uPAM50Bw6Fe9Kbif14nQb/qpiKME4SQzxf5iaQY0WkEtC8UcJRjQxhXwtxK+ZApxtEElTchOIsvL5Pmedm5KFduKsVaNYsjR47JCSkRh1ySGrkmddIgnCjyTF7Jm/VgvVjv1se8dcXKZo7IH1ifP67kkpw=</latexit>

t (sec)
<latexit sha1_base64="uLipgX0x1dmm2BzowS4ULEqPWY8=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGFmpv1yxa26c9BV4uWkQnI0+uWv3iDmaQQKuWTGdD03QT9jGgWXMC31UgMJ42M2hK6likVg/Gx+8ZSeWWVAw1jbUkjn6u+JjEXGTKLAdkYMR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkCIovFoWppBjT2ft0IDRwlBNLGNfC3kr5iGnG0YZUsiF4yy+vktZF1buqXt5dVuq1PI4iOSGn5Jx45JrUyS1pkCbhRJFn8kreHOO8OO/Ox6K14OQzx+QPnM8ff0GQyg==</latexit>

10s
<latexit sha1_base64="ueaaw2sB3xJc/4Px9qIlFzHDxdI=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTM20Vyy5ZXcOskq8jJQgQ71X/Or2I5aEXCGT1JiO58bop1SjYJJPC93E8JiyMR3yjqWKhtz46fziKTmzSp8MIm1LIZmrvydSGhozCQPbGVIcmWVvJv7ndRIcVP1UqDhBrthi0SCRBCMye5/0heYM5cQSyrSwtxI2opoytCEVbAje8surpHlR9q7KlbtKqVbN4sjDCZzCOXhwDTW4hTo0gIGCZ3iFN8c4L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A4b9kM8=</latexit>

15s
<latexit sha1_base64="reTxxM5v2uyJ8WcRCFLISmWlyxQ=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9haqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fFgyQlA==</latexit>

5s
<latexit sha1_base64="/VEJ7WGs2PhF4bARgyA/wgFRehw=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEJzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIo8IGzI7NDBhdnYz02skG/7CiweN8erfePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSyFQdf9dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEc2jySEa6EzADUihookAJnVgDCwMJ7WByM/fbj6CNiNQ9TmPwQzZSYig4Qys9VNwewhOmZtYvltyyuwBdJ15GSiRDo1/86g0inoSgkEtmTNdzY/RTplFwCbNCLzEQMz5hI+haqlgIxk8XF8/ohVUGdBhpWwrpQv09kbLQmGkY2M6Q4disenPxP6+b4LDmp0LFCYLiy0XDRFKM6Px9OhAaOMqpJYxrYW+lfMw042hDKtgQvNWX10mrUvauytW7aqley+LIkzNyTi6JR65JndySBmkSThR5Jq/kzTHOi/PufCxbc042c0r+wPn8AYDOkMs=</latexit>

20s

<latexit sha1_base64="mWGcj/D+pPIeMlIcLKEOeuaFhTg=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBC8GHYlao4BLx4jmAcmIcxOepMhs7PLTK8YlvyFFw+KePVvvPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXeXH0th0HW/nZXVtfWNzdxWfntnd2+/cHDYMFGiOdR5JCPd8pkBKRTUUaCEVqyBhb6Epj+6mfrNR9BGROoexzF0QzZQIhCcoZUezi87CE+YhpNeoeiW3BnoMvEyUiQZar3CV6cf8SQEhVwyY9qeG2M3ZRoFlzDJdxIDMeMjNoC2pYqFYLrp7OIJPbVKnwaRtqWQztTfEykLjRmHvu0MGQ7NojcV//PaCQaVbipUnCAoPl8UJJJiRKfv077QwFGOLWFcC3sr5UOmGUcbUt6G4C2+vEwaFyXvqlS+KxerlSyOHDkmJ+SMeOSaVMktqZE64USRZ/JK3hzjvDjvzse8dcXJZo7IHzifP3erkMU=</latexit>�5m

<latexit sha1_base64="gLkVMbTQsDtotaT+DnT+B8jZ0Hg=">AAAB8nicbVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUY9eBoPgxbArQXMMePEYwcRAsoTZyWwyZB7LTK8YlnyGFw+KePVrvPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXlAhuwfe/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqW50aylpUC206EbFMcMVawEGwTmIYkZFgD9H4ZuY/PDJjuVb3MElYKMlQ8ZhTAk7qXgR+D9gTZHLaL1f8qj8HXiVBTiooR7Nf/uoNNE0lU0AFsbYb+AmEGTHAqWDTUi+1LCF0TIas66giktkwm588xWdOGeBYG1cK8Fz9PZERae1ERq5TEhjZZW8m/ud1U4jrYcZVkgJTdLEoTgUGjWf/4wE3jIKYOEKo4e5WTEfEEAoupZILIVh+eZW0L6vBVbV2V6s06nkcRXSCTtE5CtA1aqBb1EQtRJFGz+gVvXngvXjv3seiteDlM8foD7zPH+EPkPs=</latexit>�10m
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(c)

<latexit sha1_base64="fC8Jzlvgpxqia0LtN3XMRfpFv9c=">AAAB+nicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vVpdugkWom5JI0S4LblxWsA9oQ5lMb9qhM0mYuVFLrH/ixoUibv0Sd/6N08dCWw8MHM45l3vn+LHgGh3n28qsrW9sbmW3czu7e/sH+cJhU0eJYtBgkYhU26caBA+hgRwFtGMFVPoCWv7oauq37kBpHoW3OI7Bk3QQ8oAzikbq5Qv9p1IX4QFTCWhyk7NevuiUnRnsVeIuSJEsUO/lv7r9iCUSQmSCat1xnRi9lCrkTMAk1000xJSN6AA6hoZUgvbS2ekT+9QofTuIlHkh2jP190RKpdZj6ZukpDjUy95U/M/rJBhUvZSHcYIQsvmiIBE2Rva0B7vPFTAUY0MoU9zcarMhVZRNW8iZEtzlL6+S5nnZvShXbirFWnVRR5YckxNSIi65JDVyTeqkQRi5J8/klbxZj9aL9W59zKMZazFzRP7A+vwBlGaUMA==</latexit>

d (meters)

<latexit sha1_base64="5Ar6r6Pgsu32xA72vLOSwXg1A04=">AAAB9XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJexK0BwDXjxGMA9I1jA76U2GzD6Y6VXDEr/DiwdFvPov3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprvLi6XQaNvf1srq2vrGZm4rv72zu7dfODhs6ihRHBo8kpFqe0yDFCE0UKCEdqyABZ6Elje6mvqte1BaROEtjmNwAzYIhS84QyPd4VOpi/CIqQY+OesVinbZnoEuEycjRZKh3it8dfsRTwIIkUumdcexY3RTplBwCZN8N9EQMz5iA+gYGrIAtJvOrp7QU6P0qR8pUyHSmfp7ImWB1uPAM50Bw6Fe9Kbif14nQb/qpiKME4SQzxf5iaQY0WkEtC8UcJRjQxhXwtxK+ZApxtEElTchOIsvL5Pmedm5KFduKsVaNYsjR47JCSkRh1ySGrkmddIgnCjyTF7Jm/VgvVjv1se8dcXKZo7IH1ifP67kkpw=</latexit>

t (sec)

<latexit sha1_base64="Rp4gWtRSckyfOF8rRH9mCzMw7Rw=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9hqqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fDO6Qjg==</latexit>

5m

<latexit sha1_base64="votH3Vg1rXdXJYXCwJDIuncyf60=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGEWTfvlilt156CrxMtJheRo9MtfvUHM0wgUcsmM6Xpugn7GNAouYVrqpQYSxsdsCF1LFYvA+Nn84ik9s8qAhrG2pZDO1d8TGYuMmUSB7YwYjsyyNxP/87ophjU/EypJERRfLApTSTGms/fpQGjgKCeWMK6FvZXyEdOMow2pZEPwll9eJa2LqndVvby7rNRreRxFckJOyTnxyDWpk1vSIE3CiSLP5JW8OcZ5cd6dj0VrwclnjskfOJ8/diOQxA==</latexit>

10m

<latexit sha1_base64="uLipgX0x1dmm2BzowS4ULEqPWY8=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGFmpv1yxa26c9BV4uWkQnI0+uWv3iDmaQQKuWTGdD03QT9jGgWXMC31UgMJ42M2hK6likVg/Gx+8ZSeWWVAw1jbUkjn6u+JjEXGTKLAdkYMR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkCIovFoWppBjT2ft0IDRwlBNLGNfC3kr5iGnG0YZUsiF4yy+vktZF1buqXt5dVuq1PI4iOSGn5Jx45JrUyS1pkCbhRJFn8kreHOO8OO/Ox6K14OQzx+QPnM8ff0GQyg==</latexit>

10s
<latexit sha1_base64="ueaaw2sB3xJc/4Px9qIlFzHDxdI=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTM20Vyy5ZXcOskq8jJQgQ71X/Or2I5aEXCGT1JiO58bop1SjYJJPC93E8JiyMR3yjqWKhtz46fziKTmzSp8MIm1LIZmrvydSGhozCQPbGVIcmWVvJv7ndRIcVP1UqDhBrthi0SCRBCMye5/0heYM5cQSyrSwtxI2opoytCEVbAje8surpHlR9q7KlbtKqVbN4sjDCZzCOXhwDTW4hTo0gIGCZ3iFN8c4L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A4b9kM8=</latexit>

15s
<latexit sha1_base64="reTxxM5v2uyJ8WcRCFLISmWlyxQ=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9haqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fFgyQlA==</latexit>

5s
<latexit sha1_base64="/VEJ7WGs2PhF4bARgyA/wgFRehw=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEJzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIo8IGzI7NDBhdnYz02skG/7CiweN8erfePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSyFQdf9dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEc2jySEa6EzADUihookAJnVgDCwMJ7WByM/fbj6CNiNQ9TmPwQzZSYig4Qys9VNwewhOmZtYvltyyuwBdJ15GSiRDo1/86g0inoSgkEtmTNdzY/RTplFwCbNCLzEQMz5hI+haqlgIxk8XF8/ohVUGdBhpWwrpQv09kbLQmGkY2M6Q4disenPxP6+b4LDmp0LFCYLiy0XDRFKM6Px9OhAaOMqpJYxrYW+lfMw042hDKtgQvNWX10mrUvauytW7aqley+LIkzNyTi6JR65JndySBmkSThR5Jq/kzTHOi/PufCxbc042c0r+wPn8AYDOkMs=</latexit>

20s

<latexit sha1_base64="jdq4tCL/yCqQ32z+vNYO+rRoiXc=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTMNpr1hyy+4cZJV4GSlBhnqv+NXtRywJuUImqTEdz43RT6lGwSSfFrqJ4TFlYzrkHUsVDbnx0/nFU3JmlT4ZRNqWQjJXf0+kNDRmEga2M6Q4MsveTPzP6yQ4qPqpUHGCXLHFokEiCUZk9j7pC80ZyokllGlhbyVsRDVlaEMq2BC85ZdXSfOi7F2VK3eVUq2axZGHEziFc/DgGmpwC3VoAAMFz/AKb45xXpx352PRmnOymWP4A+fzB33fkMk=</latexit>

15m

For (a), I have moved the origin to the center of the well. I start to the left of center (origin),

move past it, then turn around. For (b), the origin is now at the opposite wall, and I only

get to position 0 at my turning point. For (c), I’ve moved the origin 5 meters to the left of

where I start walking! I guess it would be near the Blue Bridge.

We’re about done with this, but I want to emphasize something extremely important.

I’ve drawn four different graphs to represent me walking from one side of the room to the

other. What I did was identical, we just represented it in several ways. Our particular way

to describe the natural world is arbitrary and irrelevant; it does not affect what is actually

happening. This is important to remember: drawing figures and graphs is very powerful for

gaining understanding, but we have to remember that the drawing represents Nature, and

not vice-versa.

2.2.2 Velocity

The story that the original graph tells is that I walked away from the origin for 10 seconds

traveling 10 m and then returned to the origin, which took another 10 seconds. Not only

does this graph tell the story of my position as a function of time, but it also tells the story

of the change in my position as a function of time. That is, from one moment in time to

the next, this graph encodes the rate at which my position changed. Whenevery you use the

word “rate”, you should think “slope”, so we can identify the slope at any point in the time

to study the rate of change of position.

For a function d(t), the displacement as a function of time, the slope between two points
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at time t+ ∆t and t is

slope =
d(t+ ∆t)− d(t)

∆t
. (2.7)

Strictly speaking, a slope only makes sense for a line; however, we can imagine taking ∆t as

small as possible to determine the slope from two neighboring times, infinitesimally close to

one another. This limiting procedure produces a derivative

lim
∆t→0

d(t+ ∆t)− d(t)

∆t
≡ d

dt
d(t) . (2.8)

We call the time derivative of displacement the velocity v(t), which is the instantaneous

change in displacement.

For the position versus time graph we’re studying, we can produce the velocity versus

time graph straightaway. In the first 10 seconds, I traveled 10 meters, so the velocity is

v(t < 10 s) =
10 m

10 s
= 1 m/s . (2.9)

In the next 10 seconds, I traveled −10 meters (I went left instead of right), so the velocity is

v(10 s < t < 20 s) =
−10 m

10 s
= −1 m/s . (2.10)

The velocity versus time graph is thus

<latexit sha1_base64="5Ar6r6Pgsu32xA72vLOSwXg1A04=">AAAB9XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJexK0BwDXjxGMA9I1jA76U2GzD6Y6VXDEr/DiwdFvPov3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprvLi6XQaNvf1srq2vrGZm4rv72zu7dfODhs6ihRHBo8kpFqe0yDFCE0UKCEdqyABZ6Elje6mvqte1BaROEtjmNwAzYIhS84QyPd4VOpi/CIqQY+OesVinbZnoEuEycjRZKh3it8dfsRTwIIkUumdcexY3RTplBwCZN8N9EQMz5iA+gYGrIAtJvOrp7QU6P0qR8pUyHSmfp7ImWB1uPAM50Bw6Fe9Kbif14nQb/qpiKME4SQzxf5iaQY0WkEtC8UcJRjQxhXwtxK+ZApxtEElTchOIsvL5Pmedm5KFduKsVaNYsjR47JCSkRh1ySGrkmddIgnCjyTF7Jm/VgvVjv1se8dcXKZo7IH1ifP67kkpw=</latexit>

t (sec)
<latexit sha1_base64="uLipgX0x1dmm2BzowS4ULEqPWY8=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGFmpv1yxa26c9BV4uWkQnI0+uWv3iDmaQQKuWTGdD03QT9jGgWXMC31UgMJ42M2hK6likVg/Gx+8ZSeWWVAw1jbUkjn6u+JjEXGTKLAdkYMR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkCIovFoWppBjT2ft0IDRwlBNLGNfC3kr5iGnG0YZUsiF4yy+vktZF1buqXt5dVuq1PI4iOSGn5Jx45JrUyS1pkCbhRJFn8kreHOO8OO/Ox6K14OQzx+QPnM8ff0GQyg==</latexit>

10s
<latexit sha1_base64="ueaaw2sB3xJc/4Px9qIlFzHDxdI=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTM20Vyy5ZXcOskq8jJQgQ71X/Or2I5aEXCGT1JiO58bop1SjYJJPC93E8JiyMR3yjqWKhtz46fziKTmzSp8MIm1LIZmrvydSGhozCQPbGVIcmWVvJv7ndRIcVP1UqDhBrthi0SCRBCMye5/0heYM5cQSyrSwtxI2opoytCEVbAje8surpHlR9q7KlbtKqVbN4sjDCZzCOXhwDTW4hTo0gIGCZ3iFN8c4L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A4b9kM8=</latexit>

15s
<latexit sha1_base64="reTxxM5v2uyJ8WcRCFLISmWlyxQ=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9haqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fFgyQlA==</latexit>

5s
<latexit sha1_base64="/VEJ7WGs2PhF4bARgyA/wgFRehw=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEJzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIo8IGzI7NDBhdnYz02skG/7CiweN8erfePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSyFQdf9dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEc2jySEa6EzADUihookAJnVgDCwMJ7WByM/fbj6CNiNQ9TmPwQzZSYig4Qys9VNwewhOmZtYvltyyuwBdJ15GSiRDo1/86g0inoSgkEtmTNdzY/RTplFwCbNCLzEQMz5hI+haqlgIxk8XF8/ohVUGdBhpWwrpQv09kbLQmGkY2M6Q4disenPxP6+b4LDmp0LFCYLiy0XDRFKM6Px9OhAaOMqpJYxrYW+lfMw042hDKtgQvNWX10mrUvauytW7aqley+LIkzNyTi6JR65JndySBmkSThR5Jq/kzTHOi/PufCxbc042c0r+wPn8AYDOkMs=</latexit>

20s

<latexit sha1_base64="bDvobLiQ8ZoTI3HCs0m8kuCKQ1U=">AAACAXicbVC7TgJBFJ3FF+ILtTGx2UhMsMFdQ5SSxMYSE3kkQMjscIEJs7ObmbtEsoHGX7Gx0Bhb/8LOv3GALRQ8ySQn55ybO/d4oeAaHefbSq2tb2xupbczO7t7+wfZw6OaDiLFoMoCEaiGRzUILqGKHAU0QgXU9wTUveHtzK+PQGkeyAcch9D2aV/yHmcUjdTJnoym+RbCI8Y+oMldamCB7E4uOtmcU3DmsFeJm5AcSVDpZL9a3YBFPkhkgmrddJ0Q2zFVyJmASaYVaQgpG9I+NA2V1AfdjucXTOxzo3TtXqDMk2jP1d8TMfW1HvueSfoUB3rZm4n/ec0Ie6V2zGUYIUi2WNSLhI2BPavD7nIFDMXYEMoUN3+12YAqymZlZEwJ7vLJq6R2VXCvC8X7Yq5cSupIk1NyRvLEJTekTO5IhVQJI1PyTF7Jm/VkvVjv1scimrKSmWPyB9bnD/kUlzM=</latexit>

v (meters/second)
<latexit sha1_base64="okDjVfPSeQhECN64vdnejcDqfNw=">AAAB8nicbVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKe5K0BwDXjxGMDGQLGF2MpsMmccy0yuGJZ/hxYMiXv0ab/6Nk2QPmljQUFR1090VJYJb8P1vr7C2vrG5Vdwu7ezu7R+UD4/aVqeGshbVQptORCwTXLEWcBCskxhGZCTYQzS+mfkPj8xYrtU9TBIWSjJUPOaUgJO6QQ/YE2Tywk775Ypf9efAqyTISQXlaPbLX72BpqlkCqgg1nYDP4EwIwY4FWxa6qWWJYSOyZB1HVVEMhtm85On+MwpAxxr40oBnqu/JzIirZ3IyHVKAiO77M3E/7xuCnE9zLhKUmCKLhbFqcCg8ex/POCGURATRwg13N2K6YgYQsGlVHIhBMsvr5L2ZTW4qtbuapVGPY+jiE7QKTpHAbpGDXSLmqiFKNLoGb2iNw+8F+/d+1i0Frx85hj9gff5A02EkUA=</latexit>

1m/s

<latexit sha1_base64="o8YzbzQH1KQvZo6a/2ouCLBW17c=">AAAB83icbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1q/qh69BIvgxborRXssePFYwX5AdynZNNuGJtklmRXL0r/hxYMiXv0z3vw3pu0etPXBwOO9GWbmhYngBlz32ymsrW9sbhW3Szu7e/sH5cOjtolTTVmLxiLW3ZAYJrhiLeAgWDfRjMhQsE44vp35nUemDY/VA0wSFkgyVDzilICV/AvPB/YEmbw003654lbdOfAq8XJSQTma/fKXP4hpKpkCKogxPc9NIMiIBk4Fm5b81LCE0DEZsp6likhmgmx+8xSfWWWAo1jbUoDn6u+JjEhjJjK0nZLAyCx7M/E/r5dCVA8yrpIUmKKLRVEqMMR4FgAecM0oiIklhGpub8V0RDShYGMq2RC85ZdXSfuq6l1Xa/e1SqOex1FEJ+gUnSMP3aAGukNN1EIUJegZvaI3J3VenHfnY9FacPKZY/QHzucPuJ+Rdw==</latexit>�1m/s
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2.2.3 Acceleration

Why stop at velocity? We can also study the rate of change of velocity, called the acceler-

ation a(t),

a(t) ≡ d

dt
v(t) =

d2

dt2
d(t) . (2.11)

As acceleration is the time derivative of velocity, which is itself the derivative of displacement,

acceleration is the second time derivative of displacement.

Example

Can we determine the acceleration versus time graph for my path? Below are three possible

plots. Which one do you think is correct, based on the velocity versus time graph?

(a)
<latexit sha1_base64="5Ar6r6Pgsu32xA72vLOSwXg1A04=">AAAB9XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJexK0BwDXjxGMA9I1jA76U2GzD6Y6VXDEr/DiwdFvPov3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprvLi6XQaNvf1srq2vrGZm4rv72zu7dfODhs6ihRHBo8kpFqe0yDFCE0UKCEdqyABZ6Elje6mvqte1BaROEtjmNwAzYIhS84QyPd4VOpi/CIqQY+OesVinbZnoEuEycjRZKh3it8dfsRTwIIkUumdcexY3RTplBwCZN8N9EQMz5iA+gYGrIAtJvOrp7QU6P0qR8pUyHSmfp7ImWB1uPAM50Bw6Fe9Kbif14nQb/qpiKME4SQzxf5iaQY0WkEtC8UcJRjQxhXwtxK+ZApxtEElTchOIsvL5Pmedm5KFduKsVaNYsjR47JCSkRh1ySGrkmddIgnCjyTF7Jm/VgvVjv1se8dcXKZo7IH1ifP67kkpw=</latexit>

t (sec)
<latexit sha1_base64="uLipgX0x1dmm2BzowS4ULEqPWY8=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGFmpv1yxa26c9BV4uWkQnI0+uWv3iDmaQQKuWTGdD03QT9jGgWXMC31UgMJ42M2hK6likVg/Gx+8ZSeWWVAw1jbUkjn6u+JjEXGTKLAdkYMR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkCIovFoWppBjT2ft0IDRwlBNLGNfC3kr5iGnG0YZUsiF4yy+vktZF1buqXt5dVuq1PI4iOSGn5Jx45JrUyS1pkCbhRJFn8kreHOO8OO/Ox6K14OQzx+QPnM8ff0GQyg==</latexit>

10s
<latexit sha1_base64="ueaaw2sB3xJc/4Px9qIlFzHDxdI=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTM20Vyy5ZXcOskq8jJQgQ71X/Or2I5aEXCGT1JiO58bop1SjYJJPC93E8JiyMR3yjqWKhtz46fziKTmzSp8MIm1LIZmrvydSGhozCQPbGVIcmWVvJv7ndRIcVP1UqDhBrthi0SCRBCMye5/0heYM5cQSyrSwtxI2opoytCEVbAje8surpHlR9q7KlbtKqVbN4sjDCZzCOXhwDTW4hTo0gIGCZ3iFN8c4L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A4b9kM8=</latexit>

15s
<latexit sha1_base64="reTxxM5v2uyJ8WcRCFLISmWlyxQ=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9haqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fFgyQlA==</latexit>

5s
<latexit sha1_base64="/VEJ7WGs2PhF4bARgyA/wgFRehw=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEJzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIo8IGzI7NDBhdnYz02skG/7CiweN8erfePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSyFQdf9dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEc2jySEa6EzADUihookAJnVgDCwMJ7WByM/fbj6CNiNQ9TmPwQzZSYig4Qys9VNwewhOmZtYvltyyuwBdJ15GSiRDo1/86g0inoSgkEtmTNdzY/RTplFwCbNCLzEQMz5hI+haqlgIxk8XF8/ohVUGdBhpWwrpQv09kbLQmGkY2M6Q4disenPxP6+b4LDmp0LFCYLiy0XDRFKM6Px9OhAaOMqpJYxrYW+lfMw042hDKtgQvNWX10mrUvauytW7aqley+LIkzNyTi6JR65JndySBmkSThR5Jq/kzTHOi/PufCxbc042c0r+wPn8AYDOkMs=</latexit>

20s

<latexit sha1_base64="Cnn4YLkw5rf+jJgedMHwRl+hSNk=">AAACA3icbVC7SgNBFJ2Nrxhfq3baLAYhNnE3BE0ZsLGMYB6QxDA7uUmGzM4uM3fFsERs/BUbC0Vs/Qk7/8bJo9DogYHDOedy5x4/Elyj635ZqaXlldW19HpmY3Nre8fe3avpMFYMqiwUoWr4VIPgEqrIUUAjUkADX0DdH15M/PotKM1DeY2jCNoB7Uve44yikTr2Ab3PtRDuMAkATe5UAwtld3xTOOnYWTfvTuH8Jd6cZMkclY792eqGLA5AIhNU66bnRthOqELOBIwzrVhDRNmQ9qFpqKQB6HYyvWHsHBul6/RCZZ5EZ6r+nEhooPUo8E0yoDjQi95E/M9rxtgrtRMuoxhBstmiXiwcDJ1JIU6XK2AoRoZQprj5q8MGVFE2qSNjSvAWT/5LaoW8d5YvXhWz5dK8jjQ5JEckRzxyTsrkklRIlTDyQJ7IC3m1Hq1n6816n0VT1nxmn/yC9fEND8OXwg==</latexit>

a (meters/second
2
)

(b)
<latexit sha1_base64="5Ar6r6Pgsu32xA72vLOSwXg1A04=">AAAB9XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJexK0BwDXjxGMA9I1jA76U2GzD6Y6VXDEr/DiwdFvPov3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprvLi6XQaNvf1srq2vrGZm4rv72zu7dfODhs6ihRHBo8kpFqe0yDFCE0UKCEdqyABZ6Elje6mvqte1BaROEtjmNwAzYIhS84QyPd4VOpi/CIqQY+OesVinbZnoEuEycjRZKh3it8dfsRTwIIkUumdcexY3RTplBwCZN8N9EQMz5iA+gYGrIAtJvOrp7QU6P0qR8pUyHSmfp7ImWB1uPAM50Bw6Fe9Kbif14nQb/qpiKME4SQzxf5iaQY0WkEtC8UcJRjQxhXwtxK+ZApxtEElTchOIsvL5Pmedm5KFduKsVaNYsjR47JCSkRh1ySGrkmddIgnCjyTF7Jm/VgvVjv1se8dcXKZo7IH1ifP67kkpw=</latexit>

t (sec)

<latexit sha1_base64="uLipgX0x1dmm2BzowS4ULEqPWY8=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGFmpv1yxa26c9BV4uWkQnI0+uWv3iDmaQQKuWTGdD03QT9jGgWXMC31UgMJ42M2hK6likVg/Gx+8ZSeWWVAw1jbUkjn6u+JjEXGTKLAdkYMR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkCIovFoWppBjT2ft0IDRwlBNLGNfC3kr5iGnG0YZUsiF4yy+vktZF1buqXt5dVuq1PI4iOSGn5Jx45JrUyS1pkCbhRJFn8kreHOO8OO/Ox6K14OQzx+QPnM8ff0GQyg==</latexit>

10s
<latexit sha1_base64="ueaaw2sB3xJc/4Px9qIlFzHDxdI=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTM20Vyy5ZXcOskq8jJQgQ71X/Or2I5aEXCGT1JiO58bop1SjYJJPC93E8JiyMR3yjqWKhtz46fziKTmzSp8MIm1LIZmrvydSGhozCQPbGVIcmWVvJv7ndRIcVP1UqDhBrthi0SCRBCMye5/0heYM5cQSyrSwtxI2opoytCEVbAje8surpHlR9q7KlbtKqVbN4sjDCZzCOXhwDTW4hTo0gIGCZ3iFN8c4L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A4b9kM8=</latexit>

15s
<latexit sha1_base64="reTxxM5v2uyJ8WcRCFLISmWlyxQ=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9haqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fFgyQlA==</latexit>

5s
<latexit sha1_base64="/VEJ7WGs2PhF4bARgyA/wgFRehw=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEJzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIo8IGzI7NDBhdnYz02skG/7CiweN8erfePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSyFQdf9dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEc2jySEa6EzADUihookAJnVgDCwMJ7WByM/fbj6CNiNQ9TmPwQzZSYig4Qys9VNwewhOmZtYvltyyuwBdJ15GSiRDo1/86g0inoSgkEtmTNdzY/RTplFwCbNCLzEQMz5hI+haqlgIxk8XF8/ohVUGdBhpWwrpQv09kbLQmGkY2M6Q4disenPxP6+b4LDmp0LFCYLiy0XDRFKM6Px9OhAaOMqpJYxrYW+lfMw042hDKtgQvNWX10mrUvauytW7aqley+LIkzNyTi6JR65JndySBmkSThR5Jq/kzTHOi/PufCxbc042c0r+wPn8AYDOkMs=</latexit>

20s

<latexit sha1_base64="Cnn4YLkw5rf+jJgedMHwRl+hSNk=">AAACA3icbVC7SgNBFJ2Nrxhfq3baLAYhNnE3BE0ZsLGMYB6QxDA7uUmGzM4uM3fFsERs/BUbC0Vs/Qk7/8bJo9DogYHDOedy5x4/Elyj635ZqaXlldW19HpmY3Nre8fe3avpMFYMqiwUoWr4VIPgEqrIUUAjUkADX0DdH15M/PotKM1DeY2jCNoB7Uve44yikTr2Ab3PtRDuMAkATe5UAwtld3xTOOnYWTfvTuH8Jd6cZMkclY792eqGLA5AIhNU66bnRthOqELOBIwzrVhDRNmQ9qFpqKQB6HYyvWHsHBul6/RCZZ5EZ6r+nEhooPUo8E0yoDjQi95E/M9rxtgrtRMuoxhBstmiXiwcDJ1JIU6XK2AoRoZQprj5q8MGVFE2qSNjSvAWT/5LaoW8d5YvXhWz5dK8jjQ5JEckRzxyTsrkklRIlTDyQJ7IC3m1Hq1n6816n0VT1nxmn/yC9fEND8OXwg==</latexit>

a (meters/second
2
)
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(c)
<latexit sha1_base64="5Ar6r6Pgsu32xA72vLOSwXg1A04=">AAAB9XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYBDiJexK0BwDXjxGMA9I1jA76U2GzD6Y6VXDEr/DiwdFvPov3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprvLi6XQaNvf1srq2vrGZm4rv72zu7dfODhs6ihRHBo8kpFqe0yDFCE0UKCEdqyABZ6Elje6mvqte1BaROEtjmNwAzYIhS84QyPd4VOpi/CIqQY+OesVinbZnoEuEycjRZKh3it8dfsRTwIIkUumdcexY3RTplBwCZN8N9EQMz5iA+gYGrIAtJvOrp7QU6P0qR8pUyHSmfp7ImWB1uPAM50Bw6Fe9Kbif14nQb/qpiKME4SQzxf5iaQY0WkEtC8UcJRjQxhXwtxK+ZApxtEElTchOIsvL5Pmedm5KFduKsVaNYsjR47JCSkRh1ySGrkmddIgnCjyTF7Jm/VgvVjv1se8dcXKZo7IH1ifP67kkpw=</latexit>

t (sec)
<latexit sha1_base64="uLipgX0x1dmm2BzowS4ULEqPWY8=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae2oWy2k3bpZhN2J2IJ/RdePCji1X/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVHJo8lrHuBMyAFAqaKFBCJ9HAokBCOxjfzPz2I2gjYnWPkwT8iA2VCAVnaKUHz+0hPGFmpv1yxa26c9BV4uWkQnI0+uWv3iDmaQQKuWTGdD03QT9jGgWXMC31UgMJ42M2hK6likVg/Gx+8ZSeWWVAw1jbUkjn6u+JjEXGTKLAdkYMR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkCIovFoWppBjT2ft0IDRwlBNLGNfC3kr5iGnG0YZUsiF4yy+vktZF1buqXt5dVuq1PI4iOSGn5Jx45JrUyS1pkCbhRJFn8kreHOO8OO/Ox6K14OQzx+QPnM8ff0GQyg==</latexit>

10s
<latexit sha1_base64="ueaaw2sB3xJc/4Px9qIlFzHDxdI=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkUeEDZkdBpgwO7uZ6TWSDX/hxYPGePVvvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpVC8gQIlb8ea0zCQvBWMb2Z+65FrIyJ1j5OY+yEdKjEQjKKVHrzLLvInTM20Vyy5ZXcOskq8jJQgQ71X/Or2I5aEXCGT1JiO58bop1SjYJJPC93E8JiyMR3yjqWKhtz46fziKTmzSp8MIm1LIZmrvydSGhozCQPbGVIcmWVvJv7ndRIcVP1UqDhBrthi0SCRBCMye5/0heYM5cQSyrSwtxI2opoytCEVbAje8surpHlR9q7KlbtKqVbN4sjDCZzCOXhwDTW4hTo0gIGCZ3iFN8c4L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A4b9kM8=</latexit>

15s
<latexit sha1_base64="reTxxM5v2uyJ8WcRCFLISmWlyxQ=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNKkcSLx4xkYeBDZkdBpgws7uZ6TWSDV/hxYPGePVzvPk3DrAHBSvppFLVne6uIJbCoOt+O7m19Y3Nrfx2YWd3b/+geHjUNFGiGW+wSEa6HVDDpQh5AwVK3o41pyqQvBWMb2Z+65FrI6LwHicx9xUdhmIgGEUrPVx2kT9haqa9Ysktu3OQVeJlpAQZ6r3iV7cfsUTxEJmkxnQ8N0Y/pRoFk3xa6CaGx5SN6ZB3LA2p4sZP5wdPyZlV+mQQaVshkrn6eyKlypiJCmynojgyy95M/M/rJDio+qkI4wR5yBaLBokkGJHZ96QvNGcoJ5ZQpoW9lbAR1ZShzahgQ/CWX14lzYuyd1Wu3FVKtWoWRx5O4BTOwYNrqMEt1KEBDBQ8wyu8Odp5cd6dj0VrzslmjuEPnM8fFgyQlA==</latexit>

5s
<latexit sha1_base64="/VEJ7WGs2PhF4bARgyA/wgFRehw=">AAAB8XicbVDLTgJBEJzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIo8IGzI7NDBhdnYz02skG/7CiweN8erfePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSyFQdf9dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEc2jySEa6EzADUihookAJnVgDCwMJ7WByM/fbj6CNiNQ9TmPwQzZSYig4Qys9VNwewhOmZtYvltyyuwBdJ15GSiRDo1/86g0inoSgkEtmTNdzY/RTplFwCbNCLzEQMz5hI+haqlgIxk8XF8/ohVUGdBhpWwrpQv09kbLQmGkY2M6Q4disenPxP6+b4LDmp0LFCYLiy0XDRFKM6Px9OhAaOMqpJYxrYW+lfMw042hDKtgQvNWX10mrUvauytW7aqley+LIkzNyTi6JR65JndySBmkSThR5Jq/kzTHOi/PufCxbc042c0r+wPn8AYDOkMs=</latexit>

20s

<latexit sha1_base64="Cnn4YLkw5rf+jJgedMHwRl+hSNk=">AAACA3icbVC7SgNBFJ2Nrxhfq3baLAYhNnE3BE0ZsLGMYB6QxDA7uUmGzM4uM3fFsERs/BUbC0Vs/Qk7/8bJo9DogYHDOedy5x4/Elyj635ZqaXlldW19HpmY3Nre8fe3avpMFYMqiwUoWr4VIPgEqrIUUAjUkADX0DdH15M/PotKM1DeY2jCNoB7Uve44yikTr2Ab3PtRDuMAkATe5UAwtld3xTOOnYWTfvTuH8Jd6cZMkclY792eqGLA5AIhNU66bnRthOqELOBIwzrVhDRNmQ9qFpqKQB6HYyvWHsHBul6/RCZZ5EZ6r+nEhooPUo8E0yoDjQi95E/M9rxtgrtRMuoxhBstmiXiwcDJ1JIU6XK2AoRoZQprj5q8MGVFE2qSNjSvAWT/5LaoW8d5YvXhWz5dK8jjQ5JEckRzxyTsrkklRIlTDyQJ7IC3m1Hq1n6816n0VT1nxmn/yC9fEND8OXwg==</latexit>

a (meters/second
2
)

I’ve left off labels/ticks on the ordinate (y-axis). Note that for t < 10 s, the velocity is

constant; it does not change in time. Therefore, a(t < 10s) = 0. Further, for t > 10s,

the velocity is also constant, though perhaps a different value than the velocity before 10 s.

Nevertheless, the acceleration is the instantaneous change in velocity and so too is a(10 s <

t < 20 s) = 0. Around 10 s, however, something interesting happens: my velocity rather

rapidly changes from positive to negative. Thus, around the instant of 10 s, I experience

a large negative acceleration. Why negative? Because my velocity just after 10 seconds

is smaller than my velocity just before. These considerations imply that (b) is the correct

graph.

So, we can describe motion in different capacities by taking more derivatives

<latexit sha1_base64="PexbFe00FGRJ57JFPoNvRPcPCV0=">AAAB/HicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vaJdugkVwVRIp2mXBjcsK9gFtKJPJbTt08mDmRgyh/oobF4q49UPc+TdO2iy09cDA4Zx7uHeOFwuu0La/jdLG5tb2Tnm3srd/cHhkHp90VZRIBh0WiUj2PapA8BA6yFFAP5ZAA09Az5vd5H7vAaTiUXiPaQxuQCchH3NGUUsjszpEeMTM5yoWlEEAIc5HZs2u2wtY68QpSI0UaI/Mr6EfsSQPM0GVGjh2jG5GJXImYF4ZJgpiymZ0AgNNQxqAcrPF8XPrXCu+NY6kfiFaC/V3IqOBUmng6cmA4lStern4nzdIcNx0Mx7GCULIlovGibAwsvImLJ9LYChSTSiTXN9qsSmVlKHuq6JLcFa/vE66l3Xnqt64a9RazaKOMjklZ+SCOOSatMgtaZMOYSQlz+SVvBlPxovxbnwsR0tGkamSPzA+fwDGGpV6</latexit>

displacement
<latexit sha1_base64="K77awj8uBNTM2LrUfPMS9Ad2G64=">AAAB+HicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1o/GvXoJVgETyUR0R4LXjxWsB/QhrLZTtulm03YnRRj6C/x4kERr/4Ub/4bt20O2vpg4PHeDDPzglhwja77bRU2Nre2d4q7pb39g8OyfXTc0lGiGDRZJCLVCagGwSU0kaOATqyAhoGAdjC5nfvtKSjNI/mAaQx+SEeSDzmjaKS+Xe4hPGI2BRExjumsb1fcqruAs068nFRIjkbf/uoNIpaEIJEJqnXXc2P0M6qQMwGzUi/REFM2oSPoGippCNrPFofPnHOjDJxhpExJdBbq74mMhlqnYWA6Q4pjverNxf+8boLDmp9xGScIki0XDRPhYOTMU3AGXAFDkRpCmeLmVoeNqaIMTVYlE4K3+vI6aV1Wvevq1f1VpV7L4yiSU3JGLohHbkid3JEGaRJGEvJMXsmb9WS9WO/Wx7K1YOUzJ+QPrM8fwPWTyA==</latexit>

velocity
<latexit sha1_base64="9oBfBnFzeeEcmSzH5+zkVVvHCBw=">AAAB/HicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/oj16CRbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3SzQe7EzGE+le8eFDEqz/Em//GbZqDtj4YeLw3w8w8LxZcoW1/G6WNza3tnfJuZW//4PDIPD7pqiiRDDosEpHse1SB4CF0kKOAfiyBBp6Anje7Wfi9B5CKR+E9pjG4AZ2E3OeMopZGZnWI8IgZZQwEyFycj8yaXbdzWOvEKUiNFGiPzK/hOGJJACEyQZUaOHaMbkYlciZgXhkmCmLKZnQCA01DGoBys/z4uXWulbHlR1JXiFau/p7IaKBUGni6M6A4VaveQvzPGyToN92Mh3GCELLlIj8RFkbWIglrzCUwFKkmlEmub7XYlErKUOdV0SE4qy+vk+5l3bmqN+4atVaziKNMTskZuSAOuSYtckvapEMYSckzeSVvxpPxYrwbH8vWklHMVMkfGJ8/rnuVaw==</latexit>

acceleration
<latexit sha1_base64="UaTgs6Sm09pVnRwKNCAVH8MjqJs=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2FZIQ9lsp+3azSbsTsQS+jO8eFDEq7/Gm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MJHCoOt+O4W19Y3NreJ2aWd3b/+gfHjUNnGqObR4LGN9HzIDUihooUAJ94kGFoUSOuH4euZ3HkEbEas7nCQQRGyoxEBwhlbyuwhPmD2AHk975Ypbdeegq8TLSYXkaPbKX91+zNMIFHLJjPE9N8EgYxoFlzAtdVMDCeNjNgTfUsUiMEE2P3lKz6zSp4NY21JI5+rviYxFxkyi0HZGDEdm2ZuJ/3l+ioN6kAmVpAiKLxYNUkkxprP/aV9o4CgnljCuhb2V8hHTjKNNqWRD8JZfXiXti6p3Wa3d1iqNeh5HkZyQU3JOPHJFGuSGNEmLcBKTZ/JK3hx0Xpx352PRWnDymWPyB87nD/P0kaw=</latexit>

jerk
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d3

dt3

etc. In future chapters, we will make this more precise, but it’s good to think about it now.

Here’s a question: can you “feel” velocity or acceleration? Imagine that you are on a train

traveling at constant speed on very smooth rails. If you never looked out the window, could

you tell that you were actually moving at all? Now, instead imagine that the conductor

slammed on the brakes, violently changing the velocity of the train. Without looking out a

window, could you tell that the train was stopping?

This exercise manifests a few things. First, this is referred to as a gedankenexperiment

or thought experiment in German. Thought experiments, in which we use our experience
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to test our physical intuition, is an extremely powerful tool for making sense of Nature.

Second, the fact that you apparently could not tell that the train was moving at a constant

velocity but could tell that it was accelerating suggests a symmetry of Nature. We could all

be traveling at a constant rate, and there is no experiment we could do to determine if it

were so. By Noether’s theorem, this constant velocity or “boost” symmetry suggests there

is a conservation law. What do you think this might be? Why we feel accelerations and not

velocities is encapsulated in Newton’s laws, which we will discuss in coming chapters.

For now, let’s just study a system which undergoes constant acceleration (note that 0 is

also a constant). Let’s call this constant a, which is some number. As acceleration is the

rate of change in time of the rate of change in time of displacement, the dimensions/units of

a are meters per second per second (m/s2). As acceleration is the rate of change of velocity

and is constant, velocity must be linear in time. In general, we can then write

v(t) = at+ v0 , (2.12)

where v0 = v(t = 0). Note that this expression is only true for constant acceleration a.

What is the displacement with constant velocity? We have the relationship

v(t) =
d

dt
d(t) , (2.13)

for displacement d(t). To solve for d(t), we need to “undo” the derivative, or anti-differentiate.

By the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, the anti-derivative is just the integral. So, given

velocity v(t), we just integrate to find d(t), where

d(t) =
1

2
at2 + v0t+ d0 , (2.14)

where d0 = d(t = 0). Let’s now differentiate to see if this makes sense. Recall that the

derivative of a power is

d

dt
tn = ntn−1 , (2.15)

for some n. Then,

d

dt
d(t) =

2

2
at+ v0 + 0 · d0 = at+ v0 = v(t) , (2.16)

as expected.
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For the rest of this section, we are going to use these results to measure the height of

the ceiling of this lecture hall. What we will do is the following. We will throw a ball up

to the ceiling, just to the point of touching the ceiling. Because the ball has an initial,

non-zero velocity, and stops moving at some point, the ball is accelerating. This acceleration

is due to the gravitational pull of the Earth on the ball and near the surface of the Earth is

approximately constant with the value

ag ≡ g = 9.8 m/s2 . (2.17)

Note that as the ball moves up, its velocity decreases, therefore it experiences negative

acceleration. Then, the displacement of the ball from the floor can be expressed as

h(t) = −g
2
t2 + v0t+ h0 , (2.18)

where h0 is the initial height of your hand right when you throw the ball. To know the

ceiling height, we apparently need to know the time t at which the ball touches the ceiling.

What else happens at that time? The ball’s velocity immediately before was moving upward

(positive) while immediately after is moving downward (negative). So what must the velocity

be at the moment it touches the ceiling, its highest point? Zero!

With the expression for velocity,

v(t) = −gt+ v0 , (2.19)

we know that at time t = Tceiling, the velocity is 0:

v(t = Tceiling) = 0 = −gTceiling + v0 , (2.20)

or, solving for initial velocity v0, we find

v0 = gTceiling . (2.21)

Now, the height at t = Tceiling of the ball is just the ceiling height, so we can express the

ceiling height as

hceiling = h(t = Tceiling) = −1

2
gT 2

ceiling + gT 2
ceiling + h0 =

1

2
gT 2

ceiling + h0 . (2.22)
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So all we need to measure the ceiling height is to measure the time it takes for the ball to

reach the ceiling, Tceiling.

2.3 Order-of-Magnitude Estimation

We will now move on to introduce another extremely powerful tool in a physicist’s toolkit:

order-of-magnitude estimation. Along with dimensional analysis, order-of-magnitude

estimation can produce profound physical insights from very simple considerations. Many

very famous physics papers are in essence nothing more than dimensional analysis and esti-

mation.

This order-of-magnitude estimation, like dimensional analysis, is not designed to produce

exact results, but rather informs you of an answer within a factor of 10 or so. This might

seem like it’s not very useful as a factor of 10 can be a lot, but this can be very helpful for

determining if your answer is reasonable and expected. Especially in homework problems,

with significant amounts of algebra, first knowing the ballpark of what the solution should

be is extremely insightful.

Additionally, order-of-magnitude estimation can be used to determine surprising results

that may initially seem ill-defined or even impossible to solve. As such, they are often called

“Fermi Problems”, from Enrico Fermi, a mid-20th century physicist who mastered the art of

estimation. Fermi was a scientist on the Manhattan Project and witnessed the first atomic

bomb at the Trinity site. Though he and the other viewers were a few miles away from the

blast, wind from the shockwave reached the viewers. Fermi tore up a piece of paper and

dropped it, in doing so estimating the wind’s speed. From the wind speed and the distance

from the blast site, Fermi was able to estimate the yield of the bomb; that is, the total

energy that it released. Though his estimation procedure was crude, he was within a factor

of 2 of the correct result for the yield.

Another such problem attributed to Fermi was his question of how many piano tuners

are there in Chicago? Fermi was a professor at the University of Chicago and a piano player,

so this was a relevant problem. However, on its surface, it seems wildly ill-defined. The key

to this order-of-magnitude estimation is that we be systematic and reasonable with all of

our guesses. If we want to determine the number of piano tuners, we need to determine the

number of pianos, and the number of people who might own those pianos. So, let’s do this

estimate.

Chicago has about 10 million people in the metropolitan area. If a house has a piano, it
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most likely only has a single piano. How many houses are there in Chicago? Probably there

are 2 people on average in a house, so there are about 5 million houses. It is definitely too

much to say that every house has a piano and too little for every 1000th house, but perhaps

we could believe one piano per square block. That’s about 1 piano per 10 or so houses. With

5 million houses and one piano per block, that’s about 500,000 pianos. A piano is tuned how

often? Every day is way too often and every 10 years is much too infrequently. If you play

piano regularly, you would probably want it tuned once a year. So we need 500,000 pianos

tuned once a year. How many piano tuners are needed to do this work? Well how long

does it take to tune a piano? Definitely more than 1 minute, but less than a full workday

otherwise business would be slow. So perhaps it takes an hour to tune a piano. One tuner

could tune 8 pianos in a work day or 40 in one work week. Working 50 weeks a year, a tuner

could tune 2000 pianos. If one tuner can tune 2000 pianos in a year, then 250 piano tuners

could tune all 500,000 pianos in Chicago. Thus we estimate that Chicago has 250 piano

tuners. In 2009, Chicago had 290 piano tuners. We are amazingly close!

While this is somewhat of a silly exercise but nevertheless exhibits the power of this

tool, order-of-magnitude estimation is extremely powerful for the informed citizen. These

techniques can be used to determine if a claim in the news is believable or, pardon me,

bullshit. A couple of years ago, two professors at the University of Washington created a

course titled “Calling Bullshit” as an exploration of tools often used in science but applied

to all sorts of problems, questions, and claims. That course was further developed into a

book and more information can be found at their website, https://callingbullshit.org.

Let’s apply this estimation technique to some physics problems you may encounter. As

with dimensional analysis, this can be extremely powerful for checking if your answer makes

sense at all.

Example

So here’s our question: what is the farthest possible distance that a human can hit a golf ball

on Earth? This problem satisfies the first requirement: it is relatively ill-defined. However,

by breaking it apart we can make progress and come to a solution. Let’s first consider the

relevant quantities we need. A golf ball is a projectile and the time that is can be in the air

depends on the acceleration due to gravity, g. If g is larger, then there is greater acceleration

and the ball is in the air for less time (and conversely). This also suggests that if we know

the time-of-flight, we can estimate the distance. What’s a reasonable time-of-flight? I’m not

sure, but let’s do some guesses to see what makes sense.

https://callingbullshit.org
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Is a time-of-flight of one second reasonable? That seems too short. For order-of-

magnitude estimations, we would next guess 10 second time-of-flight. That does seem okay,

but just to make sure, let’s consider multiplying by another factor of 10. Is a 100 second

time-of-flight reasonable? A full minute and a half? That seems exceptionally long (If you

don’t think so, then tonight sit quietly staring at the wall for 100 seconds!). So, we’ll estimate

a time-of-flight of 10 seconds.

Now, given g = 10 m/s2 and t = 10 s, how do we make that a distance using dimensional

analysis? Well, the units of d = gt2 are a distance in meters. So we estimate, dmax ≈
10 · 102 m = 1000 m. According to the internet, the longest drive was about 500 yards, or

about 500 m. So we are within a factor of 2 with simple guesses!

Example, Redux

Let’s attack this problem in a different way. g is always a relevant quantity, but let’s instead

use the initial ball speed v0 to estimate the longest drive. With v0 having dimensions of

meters/second, the quantity d = v2
0/g has units of length (meters). So, we just need to

estimate v0 and we can estimate d.

Let’s see what makes sense. We’ll think about speeds v0 in miles per hour as that is likely

what most of you are more familiar with. At the end, we’ll convert to meters/second to get

our result. Does v0 = 1 mph make sense? No, this is a slow walking pace. What about 10

mph? Still too slow; this is a brisk jogging pace, but golf balls can go much faster. What

about 100 mph? This seems reasonable; the fastest thrown baseballs in the Major Leagues

are 100 mph. To see if this makes sense, let’s check v0 = 1000 mph. This is the speed of

a fighter jet and is significantly above the speed of sound! Do golf balls break the sound

barrier? Eh, no, there aren’t sonic booms at the British Open. So 100 mph it is.

Dividing 100 mph by that factor of 2.2 corresponds to about 40 m/s. With this estimate

for the golf ball speed, the estimate of the distance traveled is

dmax ≈
v2

0

g
≈ 1600

10
m ≈ 160 m . (2.23)

This is about a factor of 3 smaller than the longest drive. Again, reasonable within an order

of magnitude, and with a better approximation for v0, we can get a better estimate for dmax.

By the way, the longest golf ball drive ever wasn’t on Earth at all. Alan Shepard, an

astronaut on Apollo 14, hit three golf balls on the Moon, believe to be the longest drives

ever. Can we make sense of this from our calculations above? As we will discuss later in this
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course, the acceleration due to gravity on the Moon is less than that on Earth, both due to

the facts that the Moon is smaller than Earth and because it is less dense. Anyway, we have

gEarth > gMoon. A golfer on the Moon would swing a club with the same (or approximately

the same) velocity as on Earth, as that is determined by the golfer’s fitness. So, we expect

the speed v0 of the ball to be the same on Earth as on the Moon. Then, the distance that

said golfer would hit the ball on the Moon is

dMoon ≈
v2

0

gMoon

>
v2

0

gEarth

. (2.24)

In fact, gMoon ≈ gEarth/6, so the golfer could hit the ball about 6 times farther on the Moon

than on Earth!



Chapter 3

Vectors

We’ve discussed in some detail kinematics and motion in one dimension, but this will only

get us so far in understanding the phenomena of our universe. In particular, to some approx-

imation, motion of a system may be able to be modeled as one-dimensional, but our universe

is three-dimensional so we can do much more than just move along a line. So, our task now

is to introduce the language used to describe objects and systems in multiple dimensions.

Our fundamental object for doing so will be a vector.

3.1 Representation of Vectors

Simply, a vector is a quantity that has a magnitude and a definite direction in space. A

magnitude is a non-negative number that specifies the length of the vector. The direction of

a vector is simply how the vector points with respect to a specified origin. For example, we

might draw the vector ~v as:
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magn
itu

de
|~v|

The length of the arrow is the vector ~v’s magnitude, denoted as |~v|. The head of the arrow

tells us what direction the vector points, with respect to the origin which, by convention, is

located at the tail of the arrow.

We’ve already seen vectors in this course before, but not really in that language. In the

previous chapter, we had modeled my strolling across the well. We had defined one point

19
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in the well to be the origin, and my displacement from that origin could be plotted as a

function of time. This displacement ~d is a vector; it has a magnitude and direction. The

magnitude |~d| is the distance from the origin; that is, the number of meters, say, that a

measuring device (stick, tape, etc.) would read extended from me to the origin. We had also

discussed a direction: displacement is positive to the right and negative to the left. In this

way a displacement ~d of ~d = −5 m means or can be read as “five meters to the left of the

origin.”

Vectors require a well-orderedness to be well-defined and unambiguous. In the example

just discussed, this essentially follows from the well-orderedness of the real numbers. A

negative real number means left of the origin (0) while a positive real number means to the

right.

Enough about one dimension, though. Our universe has three spatial dimensions: left-

right, up-down, forward-back. What we mean by a “dimension” can be understood prac-

tically and just the number of ways that one can travel through space. Mathematically, a

dimension is an independent direction in space. That is, one can move left or right com-

pletely independently of up and down. One can move left, say, without ever changing the

relative value of “up-ness”.

Three dimensions is hard to draw, so let’s just work in two dimensions which will essen-

tially illustrate all of the subtleties of multiple dimensions. This paper is two-dimensional:

one can move left-right or up-down on it. This can be done completely independently. For

example, the line

only lives in the left-right dimension. By contrast, the line

only exists in the up-down dimension. These two dimensions/lines are independent in the

sense of the following. For the left-right line, we can move along the line, changing our
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left-right location, but without changing the up-down location at all. The following line

exists in both the left-right and up-down dimensions. Traveling along it changes both the

left-right and up-down positions.

How can we represent these features? As always, we first need to pick an origin; a point

from which everything is measured. We’ll denote it by a dot
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From this dot, we then need to denote our two dimensions. We can do this by drawing axes,

both left-right and up-down. The left-right axis is called the abscissa and the up-down axis

is the ordinate, but we often colloquially just say “x-axis” and “y-axis”, respectively. Now,

we can represent any point on the paper by its left-right coordinate (“x-component”) and

up-down coordinate (“y-component”). For example, a point with x = 5 m and y = −2 m

would be somewhere like so

<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y
<latexit sha1_base64="7HXilx2Tp215TlfxAX2+NF9M3MM=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIzHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIg8DGzI7DDBhZnYz02skG77CiweN8ernePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dYSy4Qc/7dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEU9akkYh0JySGCa5YEzkK1ok1IzIUrB1ObuZ++5FpwyN1j9OYBZKMFB9yStBKD5UesidM5axfLHllbwF3nfgZKUGGRr/41RtENJFMIRXEmK7vxRikRCOngs0KvcSwmNAJGbGupYpIZoJ0cfDMvbDKwB1G2pZCd6H+nkiJNGYqQ9spCY7NqjcX//O6CQ5rQcpVnCBTdLlomAgXI3f+vTvgmlEUU0sI1dze6tIx0YSizahgQ/BXX14nrUrZvypX76qlei2LIw9ncA6X4MM11OEWGtAEChKe4RXeHO28OO/Ox7I152Qzp/AHzucPCEqQiw==</latexit>

2m

<latexit sha1_base64="wgFTOEMMCPN9LBytXO3SOkcXWCs=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYhC8GHZD0BwDXjxGMA9MQpid9CZDZmaXmV4xLPkLLx4U8erfePNvnCR70MSChqKqm+6uIBbcoOd9O2vrG5tb27md/O7e/sFh4ei4aaJEM2iwSES6HVADgitoIEcB7VgDlYGAVjC+mfmtR9CGR+oeJzH0JB0qHnJG0UoPl+UuwhOmctovFL2SN4e7SvyMFEmGer/w1R1ELJGgkAlqTMf3YuylVCNnAqb5bmIgpmxMh9CxVFEJppfOL56651YZuGGkbSl05+rviZRKYyYysJ2S4sgsezPxP6+TYFjtpVzFCYJii0VhIlyM3Nn77oBrYCgmllCmub3VZSOqKUMbUt6G4C+/vEqa5ZJ/VarcVYq1ahZHjpySM3JBfHJNauSW1EmDMKLIM3klb45xXpx352PRuuZkMyfkD5zPH3MHkMI=</latexit>�2m

<latexit sha1_base64="PVaCaxRYaZ4jwDz7f0RonmXZta8=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgxbArQXMMePEYwTwwWcLsZJIMmZ1dZnrFsOQvvHhQxKt/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7glgKg6777eTW1jc2t/LbhZ3dvf2D4uFR00SJZrzBIhnpdkANl0LxBgqUvB1rTsNA8lYwvpn5rUeujYjUPU5i7od0qMRAMIpWeriodJE/YRpOe8WSW3bnIKvEy0gJMtR7xa9uP2JJyBUySY3peG6Mfko1Cib5tNBNDI8pG9Mh71iqaMiNn84vnpIzq/TJINK2FJK5+nsipaExkzCwnSHFkVn2ZuJ/XifBQdVPhYoT5IotFg0SSTAis/dJX2jOUE4soUwLeythI6opQxtSwYbgLb+8SpqXZe+qXLmrlGrVLI48nMApnIMH11CDW6hDAxgoeIZXeHOM8+K8Ox+L1pyTzRzDHzifP3YfkMQ=</latexit>�4m

<latexit sha1_base64="ohftf2m0wS5ayHi3wGbsdSlR0ys=">AAAB8HicbVBNS8NAEN34WetX1aOXYBE8lUSK9ljw4rGC/ZA2lM120i7d3YTdiVhCf4UXD4p49ed489+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXJoIb9LxvZ219Y3Nru7BT3N3bPzgsHR23TJxqBk0Wi1h3QmpAcAVN5Cigk2igMhTQDsc3M7/9CNrwWN3jJIFA0qHiEWcUrfRQ7SE8YSan/VLZq3hzuKvEz0mZ5Gj0S1+9QcxSCQqZoMZ0fS/BIKMaORMwLfZSAwllYzqErqWKSjBBNj946p5bZeBGsbal0J2rvycyKo2ZyNB2Soojs+zNxP+8bopRLci4SlIExRaLolS4GLuz790B18BQTCyhTHN7q8tGVFOGNqOiDcFffnmVtC4r/lWlelct12t5HAVySs7IBfHJNamTW9IgTcKIJM/klbw52nlx3p2PReuak8+ckD9wPn8AC2KQjQ==</latexit>

4m
<latexit sha1_base64="++afLM/H/PWYf0t4v0SUnd+FdQ4=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIzHxRHYNQY4kXjxiIg8DGzI7DDBhZnYz02skG77CiweN8ernePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dYSy4Qc/7dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEU9akkYh0JySGCa5YEzkK1ok1IzIUrB1ObuZ++5FpwyN1j9OYBZKMFB9yStBKD9UesidM5axfLHllbwF3nfgZKUGGRr/41RtENJFMIRXEmK7vxRikRCOngs0KvcSwmNAJGbGupYpIZoJ0cfDMvbDKwB1G2pZCd6H+nkiJNGYqQ9spCY7NqjcX//O6CQ5rQcpVnCBTdLlomAgXI3f+vTvgmlEUU0sI1dze6tIx0YSizahgQ/BXX14nrauyXy1X7iqlei2LIw9ncA6X4MM11OEWGtAEChKe4RXeHO28OO/Ox7I152Qzp/AHzucPDnqQjw==</latexit>

6m
<latexit sha1_base64="VUbIpuJG8N5P04lz5Umyr9O1J9o=">AAAB8HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ie0oWy2m3bpbhJ2J2IJ/RVePCji1Z/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUkS8iQIl7ySaUxVI3g7GNzO//ci1EXF0j5OE+4oOIxEKRtFKD7Ue8ifM1LRfrrhVdw6ySrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilioeIZPUmK7nJuhnVKNgkk9LvdTwhLIxHfKupRFV3PjZ/OApObPKgISxthUhmau/JzKqjJmowHYqiiOz7M3E/7xuimHNz0SUpMgjtlgUppJgTGbfk4HQnKGcWEKZFvZWwkZUU4Y2o5INwVt+eZW0LqreVfXy7rJSr+VxFOEETuEcPLiGOtxCA5rAQMEzvMKbo50X5935WLQWnHzmGP7A+fwBEZKQkQ==</latexit>

8m
<latexit sha1_base64="7HXilx2Tp215TlfxAX2+NF9M3MM=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIzHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIg8DGzI7DDBhZnYz02skG77CiweN8ernePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dYSy4Qc/7dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEU9akkYh0JySGCa5YEzkK1ok1IzIUrB1ObuZ++5FpwyN1j9OYBZKMFB9yStBKD5UesidM5axfLHllbwF3nfgZKUGGRr/41RtENJFMIRXEmK7vxRikRCOngs0KvcSwmNAJGbGupYpIZoJ0cfDMvbDKwB1G2pZCd6H+nkiJNGYqQ9spCY7NqjcX//O6CQ5rQcpVnCBTdLlomAgXI3f+vTvgmlEUU0sI1dze6tIx0YSizahgQ/BXX14nrUrZvypX76qlei2LIw9ncA6X4MM11OEWGtAEChKe4RXeHO28OO/Ox7I152Qzp/AHzucPCEqQiw==</latexit>

2m

<latexit sha1_base64="XXjja/tK9kLi/XV2WsBU6tbXm0c=">AAAB/3icbZDLSsNAFIYn9VbrLSq4cRMsQgUtSanaZcGNywr2Am0ok+mkHTqZhJkTscQufBU3LhRx62u4822cthG09YeBj/+cwznzexFnCmz7y8gsLa+srmXXcxubW9s75u5eQ4WxJLROQh7KlocV5UzQOjDgtBVJigOP06Y3vJrUm3dUKhaKWxhF1A1wXzCfEQza6poHhfMO0HtIgvHpWekHT7pm3i7aU1mL4KSQR6lqXfOz0wtJHFABhGOl2o4dgZtgCYxwOs51YkUjTIa4T9saBQ6ocpPp/WPrWDs9yw+lfgKsqft7IsGBUqPA050BhoGar03M/2rtGPyKmzARxUAFmS3yY25BaE3CsHpMUgJ8pAETyfStFhlgiQnoyHI6BGf+y4vQKBWdi2L5ppyvVtI4sugQHaECctAlqqJrVEN1RNADekIv6NV4NJ6NN+N91pox0pl99EfGxzdQWZWj</latexit>

(5m,�2m)

We can also express this point as an ordered pair of numbers (x0, y0), which are the x- and

y-coordinates of the point with respect to the origin, respectively.
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This picture is very powerful. We can immediately determine the distance of this point

from the origin. For the example given, we can draw the triangle:

<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y
<latexit sha1_base64="7HXilx2Tp215TlfxAX2+NF9M3MM=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIzHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIg8DGzI7DDBhZnYz02skG77CiweN8ernePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dYSy4Qc/7dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEU9akkYh0JySGCa5YEzkK1ok1IzIUrB1ObuZ++5FpwyN1j9OYBZKMFB9yStBKD5UesidM5axfLHllbwF3nfgZKUGGRr/41RtENJFMIRXEmK7vxRikRCOngs0KvcSwmNAJGbGupYpIZoJ0cfDMvbDKwB1G2pZCd6H+nkiJNGYqQ9spCY7NqjcX//O6CQ5rQcpVnCBTdLlomAgXI3f+vTvgmlEUU0sI1dze6tIx0YSizahgQ/BXX14nrUrZvypX76qlei2LIw9ncA6X4MM11OEWGtAEChKe4RXeHO28OO/Ox7I152Qzp/AHzucPCEqQiw==</latexit>

2m

<latexit sha1_base64="wgFTOEMMCPN9LBytXO3SOkcXWCs=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEJz1GeMr6tHLYhC8GHZD0BwDXjxGMA9MQpid9CZDZmaXmV4xLPkLLx4U8erfePNvnCR70MSChqKqm+6uIBbcoOd9O2vrG5tb27md/O7e/sFh4ei4aaJEM2iwSES6HVADgitoIEcB7VgDlYGAVjC+mfmtR9CGR+oeJzH0JB0qHnJG0UoPl+UuwhOmctovFL2SN4e7SvyMFEmGer/w1R1ELJGgkAlqTMf3YuylVCNnAqb5bmIgpmxMh9CxVFEJppfOL56651YZuGGkbSl05+rviZRKYyYysJ2S4sgsezPxP6+TYFjtpVzFCYJii0VhIlyM3Nn77oBrYCgmllCmub3VZSOqKUMbUt6G4C+/vEqa5ZJ/VarcVYq1ahZHjpySM3JBfHJNauSW1EmDMKLIM3klb45xXpx352PRuuZkMyfkD5zPH3MHkMI=</latexit>�2m

<latexit sha1_base64="PVaCaxRYaZ4jwDz7f0RonmXZta8=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgxbArQXMMePEYwTwwWcLsZJIMmZ1dZnrFsOQvvHhQxKt/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7glgKg6777eTW1jc2t/LbhZ3dvf2D4uFR00SJZrzBIhnpdkANl0LxBgqUvB1rTsNA8lYwvpn5rUeujYjUPU5i7od0qMRAMIpWeriodJE/YRpOe8WSW3bnIKvEy0gJMtR7xa9uP2JJyBUySY3peG6Mfko1Cib5tNBNDI8pG9Mh71iqaMiNn84vnpIzq/TJINK2FJK5+nsipaExkzCwnSHFkVn2ZuJ/XifBQdVPhYoT5IotFg0SSTAis/dJX2jOUE4soUwLeythI6opQxtSwYbgLb+8SpqXZe+qXLmrlGrVLI48nMApnIMH11CDW6hDAxgoeIZXeHOM8+K8Ox+L1pyTzRzDHzifP3YfkMQ=</latexit>�4m

<latexit sha1_base64="ohftf2m0wS5ayHi3wGbsdSlR0ys=">AAAB8HicbVBNS8NAEN34WetX1aOXYBE8lUSK9ljw4rGC/ZA2lM120i7d3YTdiVhCf4UXD4p49ed489+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXJoIb9LxvZ219Y3Nru7BT3N3bPzgsHR23TJxqBk0Wi1h3QmpAcAVN5Cigk2igMhTQDsc3M7/9CNrwWN3jJIFA0qHiEWcUrfRQ7SE8YSan/VLZq3hzuKvEz0mZ5Gj0S1+9QcxSCQqZoMZ0fS/BIKMaORMwLfZSAwllYzqErqWKSjBBNj946p5bZeBGsbal0J2rvycyKo2ZyNB2Soojs+zNxP+8bopRLci4SlIExRaLolS4GLuz790B18BQTCyhTHN7q8tGVFOGNqOiDcFffnmVtC4r/lWlelct12t5HAVySs7IBfHJNamTW9IgTcKIJM/klbw52nlx3p2PReuak8+ckD9wPn8AC2KQjQ==</latexit>

4m
<latexit sha1_base64="++afLM/H/PWYf0t4v0SUnd+FdQ4=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIzHxRHYNQY4kXjxiIg8DGzI7DDBhZnYz02skG77CiweN8ernePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dYSy4Qc/7dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEU9akkYh0JySGCa5YEzkK1ok1IzIUrB1ObuZ++5FpwyN1j9OYBZKMFB9yStBKD9UesidM5axfLHllbwF3nfgZKUGGRr/41RtENJFMIRXEmK7vxRikRCOngs0KvcSwmNAJGbGupYpIZoJ0cfDMvbDKwB1G2pZCd6H+nkiJNGYqQ9spCY7NqjcX//O6CQ5rQcpVnCBTdLlomAgXI3f+vTvgmlEUU0sI1dze6tIx0YSizahgQ/BXX14nrauyXy1X7iqlei2LIw9ncA6X4MM11OEWGtAEChKe4RXeHO28OO/Ox7I152Qzp/AHzucPDnqQjw==</latexit>

6m
<latexit sha1_base64="VUbIpuJG8N5P04lz5Umyr9O1J9o=">AAAB8HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ie0oWy2m3bpbhJ2J2IJ/RVePCji1Z/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUkS8iQIl7ySaUxVI3g7GNzO//ci1EXF0j5OE+4oOIxEKRtFKD7Ue8ifM1LRfrrhVdw6ySrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilioeIZPUmK7nJuhnVKNgkk9LvdTwhLIxHfKupRFV3PjZ/OApObPKgISxthUhmau/JzKqjJmowHYqiiOz7M3E/7xuimHNz0SUpMgjtlgUppJgTGbfk4HQnKGcWEKZFvZWwkZUU4Y2o5INwVt+eZW0LqreVfXy7rJSr+VxFOEETuEcPLiGOtxCA5rAQMEzvMKbo50X5935WLQWnHzmGP7A+fwBEZKQkQ==</latexit>

8m
<latexit sha1_base64="7HXilx2Tp215TlfxAX2+NF9M3MM=">AAAB8HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIzHxRHYJUY4kXjxiIg8DGzI7DDBhZnYz02skG77CiweN8ernePNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dYSy4Qc/7dnIbm1vbO/ndwt7+weFR8fikZaJEU9akkYh0JySGCa5YEzkK1ok1IzIUrB1ObuZ++5FpwyN1j9OYBZKMFB9yStBKD5UesidM5axfLHllbwF3nfgZKUGGRr/41RtENJFMIRXEmK7vxRikRCOngs0KvcSwmNAJGbGupYpIZoJ0cfDMvbDKwB1G2pZCd6H+nkiJNGYqQ9spCY7NqjcX//O6CQ5rQcpVnCBTdLlomAgXI3f+vTvgmlEUU0sI1dze6tIx0YSizahgQ/BXX14nrUrZvypX76qlei2LIw9ncA6X4MM11OEWGtAEChKe4RXeHO28OO/Ox7I152Qzp/AHzucPCEqQiw==</latexit>

2m

<latexit sha1_base64="XXjja/tK9kLi/XV2WsBU6tbXm0c=">AAAB/3icbZDLSsNAFIYn9VbrLSq4cRMsQgUtSanaZcGNywr2Am0ok+mkHTqZhJkTscQufBU3LhRx62u4822cthG09YeBj/+cwznzexFnCmz7y8gsLa+srmXXcxubW9s75u5eQ4WxJLROQh7KlocV5UzQOjDgtBVJigOP06Y3vJrUm3dUKhaKWxhF1A1wXzCfEQza6poHhfMO0HtIgvHpWekHT7pm3i7aU1mL4KSQR6lqXfOz0wtJHFABhGOl2o4dgZtgCYxwOs51YkUjTIa4T9saBQ6ocpPp/WPrWDs9yw+lfgKsqft7IsGBUqPA050BhoGar03M/2rtGPyKmzARxUAFmS3yY25BaE3CsHpMUgJ8pAETyfStFhlgiQnoyHI6BGf+y4vQKBWdi2L5ppyvVtI4sugQHaECctAlqqJrVEN1RNADekIv6NV4NJ6NN+N91pox0pl99EfGxzdQWZWj</latexit>

(5m,�2m)

This triangle has sides of length 5 m and 2 m that meet at a right angle. Therefore, the

distance to the origin, d, the hypotenuse of the triangle, is simply the application of the

Pythagorean theorem:

d =
√

52 + 22 =
√

25 + 4 =
√

29 . (3.1)

Now, if this point represented my location traveling in the well, we can define an arrow that

points from the origin to my position; my displacement vector ~d. We can draw this as
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~d

This vector can be expressed as

~d = (5 m,−2 m) = (5 ı̂− 2 ̂) m . (3.2)

Here, ı̂ and ̂ are called unit vectors and simply represent the direction of the axes in our

drawings.

Example

The power of good notation is that it immediately enables an extension of what we’ve

developed here. For example, given my initial position of ~d = (5 m,−2 m), what is my

position vector after walking in the y-direction 10 m? The possible answers are:
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(a) ~dnew = (15 m,−2 m)

(b) ~dnew = (5 m, 8 m)

(c) ~dnew = (5 m,−2 m)

(d) ~dnew = (5 m, 10 m)

To solve this problem, we can use vector addition, which exploits the independence of

the dimensions. My initial vector is ~d = (5 m,−2 m), as measured from the origin. Now,

from this point, I move 10 m in the y-direction. That is, if I consider my current location as

the origin, then my displacement from this point ∆~d is

∆~d = (0, 10 m) . (3.3)

Now, here’s the beauty of all of this. To find my displacement ~dnew from the “true” origin,

all I have to do is all ~d to ∆~d:

~dnew = ~d+ ∆~d = (5 + 0 m,−2 + 10 m) = (5 m, 8 m) . (3.4)

Note that addition proceeds component-wise. This addition has a lovely picture, too. First,

my current displacement is measured from the origin. Next, I consider my current position

the origin, and then displace ∆~d from it. That is, we draw the vector ∆~d starting from the

head of ~d
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~dnew

Finally, the total displacement ~dnew is the vector formed from connecting the “true” origin

to the end of ∆~d. This “head-to-tail” visual vector addition is extremely powerful and we’ll

exploit it throughout the course. By the way, the magnitude of my new displacement is

|~dnew| =
√

52 + 82 =
√

25 + 64 =
√

89 . (3.5)
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Sorry, these aren’t nice numbers!

A few things to note: independent dimensions represent distinct orthogonal/perpendicular/right

directions in which one can travel in space. Our first step in basically every physics problem

we will encounter is to identify the origin and set up orthogonal axes, as physics in the

different dimensions will largely be independent of one another.

This notation also allows us to express lines or general curves in two dimensional space.

For example, the equation for a line is the standard

y = mx+ b . (3.6)

A generic point p on the line with x- and y-coordinates p = (x, y) can be expressed as

p = (x,mx+ b) . (3.7)

That is, given a point x, the point y is uniquely determined by the equation for a line.

Further, the line is one-dimensional; you only need to specify a single point (x) to know

both coordinates.

This can be extended to any curve. For example, a parabola can be expressed as

y = ax2 + bx+ c , (3.8)

for some real numbers a, b, c. Does this parabola represent a one-dimensional object? Why

or why not? Can you construct curves for which every point in two-dimensional space lives

somewhere on the curve?

3.2 Projectile Motion

Using this new language, we will first study the physics of projectile motion. A projectile

is an object that flies freely, only influenced by the effects of gravity. More colloquially,

a projectile can be a thrown baseball, a golf ball, the Vomit Comet airplane, or a whale

that has unfortunately materialized high in the atmosphere. We start studying projectiles

because the physics it manifests is quite simple. As we discussed previously, a dimension is

defined as an independent direction in space. This property of independence implies that for

studying physics in multiple dimensions, we can consider the properties and physics of each

dimension separately and then combine the analysis at the end. Projectile motion exhibits
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sufficiently interesting, yet simple, phenomena in each dimension, which is why it is a good

place to start.

First, let’s motivate the physics of projectiles. We’ll be studying physics applicable to our

everyday, human-sized experience. On this scale, the surface of the Earth is, to very, very

good approximation, flat. This direction along the ground will be one of our dimensions.

The other dimension we consider is vertical: projectiles (like a baseball) travel both along

the ground direction and up (and down) through the air. So, the two dimensions that we

study can nicely be drawn on a page or blackboard. For example, the trajectory of a ball

that we throw across the softball field might look like
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<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

Here, x is the distance along the ground and y is the height of the ball and you throw it to

the right from the origin.

Let’s identify the physics in each of these dimensions. First, the vertical dimension.

Again, I want to emphasize that because vertical and horizontal are independent dimensions,

we can analyze them separately. From our everyday experience, gravity acts exclusively in

the vertical direction. To good approximation (so far, anyway), gravity enacts a constant

acceleration of g (≈ 10 m/s2) toward the ground. We had already introduced the formula for

position as a function of time for an object undergoing constant acceleration of magnitude

g, the height y as a function of time is

y(t) = −g
2
t2 + v0yt+ y0 , (3.9)

where v0y and y0 are the initial vertical velocity and height, respectively. Here, “initial”

means at time t = 0. Note that I am careful to denote the velocity as the initial y-component

of velocity, v0y, as that is all that is relevant for the formula for height.

For horizontal motion, we want a corresponding formula for x(t). Is there any acceleration

horizontally? That is, if I drop a ball, does it spontaneously accelerate along the direction

of the ground? Nope, or at least I don’t think so! So, if there is no acceleration (a = 0) in
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the x-direction, the expression for the horizontal position as a function of time is simple:

x(t) = v0xt+ x0 , (3.10)

where v0x is the initial (time t = 0) velocity in the x-direction. So, we have the two equations

for horizontal and vertical position:

x(t) = v0xt+ x0 , y(t) = −g
2
t2 + v0yt+ y0 . (3.11)

For the initial velocities v0x and v0y, note that these are simply the x- and y-components of

the two-dimensional initial velocity vector ~v0. This can be expressed and illustrated as
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✓

~v0 = v0xı̂+ v0y ̂ = (v0x, v0y) . (3.12)

This vector can equivalently be expressed in terms of the magnitude of ~v0, v0, and the angle

θ above the horizontal as

v0x = v0 cos θ , v0y = v0 sin θ . (3.13)

That is, our system of equations reads

x(t) = v0 cos θ t+ x0 , y(t) = −g
2
t2 + v0 sin θ t+ y0 . (3.14)

By taking derivatives, we can find velocities and accelerations in these two dimensions.

Again, I want to emphasize a consequence of the independence of the horizontal and

vertical dimensions. Every object, regardless of its velocity vector initially, accelerates with

g by gravity (ignoring air resistance). This result prompted a famous example of astronaut

on the Moon (where there is no air resistance) to demonstrate that a feather and a hammer

would hit the Moon’s surface at the same time when dropped from the same height.
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Example

This also segues into an example we’ll study for much of the rest of this section. Here’s the

setup. A monkey is hanging from a branch a distance l from you horizontally and a height

h above you. The monkey has a very loudly growling stomach so you think you can give it

one of your bananas. This is a very smart (and hungry!) monkey so it doesn’t like things

thrown at it. In defense, the monkey releases its grip on the branch at the exact moment

that anyone throws something at it. To ensure that the banana hits the monkey, where

should you aim when you throw it?

(a) Above the monkey’s original location

(b) At the monkey’s original location

(c) Below the monkey’s original location

To answer this question, let’s first draw a picture:
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(banana for scale)
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h

Let’s next write down the kinematic equations for the banana. With you located at the

spatial origin and throwing the banana at time t = 0, the trajectory of the banana is

xb(t) = v0 cos θ t , yb(t) = −g
2
t2 + v0 sin θ t . (3.15)

We assume that you throw the banana with speed v0 at an angle θ above horizontal. Now,

the monkey just drops itself from the branch at time t = 0, so its horizontal position is

constant in time: xm(t) = l. Its height, on the other hand, is

ym(t) = −g
2
t2 + h , (3.16)

noting that the monkey’s initial velocity is 0: it drops from rest.
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Now, if the banana hits the monkey at some time T , this means that the horizontal and

vertical components of the positions of the monkey and banana are identical. For horizontal

positions, this enforces that

xb(T ) = xm(T ) = v0 cos θ T = l , ⇒ T =
l

v0 cos θ
. (3.17)

Now, plugging this into the equations for the heights of the monkey and banana and setting

them equal, we have

yb(T ) = ym(T ) ⇒ −g
2

(
l

v0 cos θ

)2

+ v0 sin θ
l

v0 sin θ
= −g

2

(
l

v0 cos θ

)2

+ h . (3.18)

Massaging this expression we find that the terms proportional to g cancel each other. The

way to interpret this is that the banana and the monkey “fall” for the exact same distance.

Canceling these terms, we find that the banana hits the monkey if

v0l sin θ

v0 cos θ
= h , (3.19)

or that

tan θ =
h

l
. (3.20)

Remember, θ is the angle above the horizontal of the initial velocity. tan θ is the ratio of the

height to the length of a right triangle and h/l is exactly the ratio of the height and length

of the triangle formed from you, the monkey and the ground:
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That is, you should aim right at the monkey!
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Just our luck, we can test this out today! Before we do, I want to tell you a couple of

quick stories. First there’s the adage that if it wiggles, it’s biology. If it stinks, it’s chemistry.

If it’s dirty, it’s geology. And if it doesn’t work, it’s physics!

Also, I’m a theoretical particle physicist, which means that I stay far away from exper-

iment. There’s a phenomena called the “Pauli effect” named after the theorist Wolfgang

Pauli, who is perhaps most famous for the Pauli exclusion principle. Pauli was notorious for

destroying any and all experimental apparatuses he came in contact with. A statement of

the Pauli effect is that Pauli and a working experiment can not be found in the same room.

Apparently, this effect was extremely strong. Once an experiment in Goettingen, Germany,

failed for some unknown reason, completely randomly. The experimentalists were baffled,

until they learned that at almost the exact time of the failure, Pauli was changing trains

in . . . Goettingen!

Hopefully I have better luck than Pauli! (See https://youtu.be/m54v6gfDWN8)

3.2.1 The Range Formula

Finally, I want to present an estimate and plausibility for the range formula. That is,

given level ground and an initial velocity v0 an angle θ above the horizontal, how far does a

projectile travel? The picture is
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The range is a distance, so we can use dimensional analysis to determine its dependence on

the given quantities.

The only dimensionful quantities in the problem are the initial speed v0 and acceleration

g. The range r is formed by some product of these quantities raised to powers a and b:

r = va0g
b . (3.21)

We can determine a and b by matching units. The units of r are meters m and the units of

https://youtu.be/m54v6gfDWN8
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va0g
b are

[va0g
b] =

ma

sa
mb

s2b
= ma+bs−a−2b . (3.22)

If this is to reduce to just meters, we know that the second units must be eliminated, or that

−a− 2b = 0. Further, a single distance unit means that a+ b = 1. These two equations can

be solved by first adding them together:

(−a− 2b) + (a+ b) = −b = 0 + 1 = 1 , (3.23)

or that b = −1. It then follows that a = 2. That is, the range is proportional to

r ∝ v2
0

g
. (3.24)

What about dependence on the angle θ? Well, we would have to solve and reorganize

the kinematic equations, but we can note two limits. First, if θ = 0◦, the projectile is shot

parallel to the ground from the ground, so has 0 range. Also, if θ = 90◦, the projectile travels

straight up vertically and lands where it started. Again, this is 0 range. These considerations

suggest that r is proportional to

r ∝ v2
0 sin(2θ)

g
. (3.25)

When θ = 0◦, sin 0◦ = 0 and when θ = 90◦, sin(2 · 90◦) = sin 180◦ = 0. We need a bit more

work to justify it, but the range formula is actually just this:

r =
v2

0 sin(2θ)

g
. (3.26)

3.3 Relative Velocity

One of my favorite pastimes as a kid on long car trips was staring at the other cars on the

road and watching them pass by. It’s a mesmerizing thing: your car could be traveling 70

miles per hour with respect to the ground, but the car next to you could appear to be at rest.

Or, if your parent(s) had a particularly heavy lead foot, the cars next to you could appear

to be traveling backward, even though everyone was moving forward. Looking across the

road, to oncoming traffic, they would zip by at huge speeds, much faster, it would appear,
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than we were traveling individually. How do we make sense of these relative velocities and

speeds? We can exploit vectors and their formalism to study the problem.

Let’s analyze this problem, starting in one dimension. I’m imagining that I’m in the back

seat of my parents’ car, on the long drive to my grandparents’ house. While driving through

the deserts of the western US, there’s a lot of time to think about physics, so I’m wondering

how fast the cars in the other lanes appear out my window. Let’s say that the velocity of

my car is ~vme, while the velocity of the truck with Florida plates is ~vtruck. Hold on a second;

we have a bit more to define. Just as we needed to specify an origin from which to measure

distances when I walked across the well, we need to define with respect to what we measure

velocities.

Velocity is defined as a difference of displacement over change in time:

~v(t) =
d

dt
~d(t) , (3.27)

so velocity is independent of the spatial origin we choose. A different spatial origin just

corresponds to some displacement of our position by some constant vector ~d0:

~d(t)→ ~d(t) + ~d0 . (3.28)

Because ~d0 is independent of time, velocity is unaffected:

~v(t)→ d

dt

(
~d(t) + ~d0

)
=

d

dt
~d(t) = ~v(t) . (3.29)

However, we had previously done the gedankenexperiment in which we considered sitting in

a very smooth train traveling at a constant velocity. Recall that we couldn’t tell if the train

was actually moving, if our eyes were closed or if we weren’t looking out the window.

An interpretation of this is that there is nothing special about a particular absolute

constant velocity. All that matters are relative velocities. So, whenever we talk about a

velocity, we need to specify with respect to what. Those objects that have 0 velocity with

respect to one another are said to define a frame of reference, or simply just frame.

So, when we say that we have velocity ~vme, we need to define the frame in which this

velocity is defined. Typically, it’s the velocity with respect to the Earth, so for analyzing

the problem at hand, we denote our velocity and the velocity of the truck from the frame of
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the Earth as

~v Earth
me , ~v Earth

truck . (3.30)

Using these quantities, can we determine the velocity of the truck I would see out my window?

That is, what is the velocity of the truck in my reference frame, ~v me
truck?

Let’s draw some vectors to express this setup:
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~v Earth
truck

From these, we want to determine ~v me
truck. Let’s think about how we get into my reference

frame. Imagine that you’re just standing on a curb and a car drives by to your right (another

gedankenexperiment!). That is, in your frame, the car drives right. Another way to imagine

that the car moves to the right is not that you are at rest (with respect to the Earth), but

that the car is at rest and you are moving to the left! That is, to move from one frame to

another, you need to subtract the relative velocity of the two frames.

That is, ~v me
me = 0 as I am at rest by definition in my frame. To determine the velocity

of the truck in my frame, I just subtract my velocity with respect to Earth from the truck’s

velocity to the Earth:

~v me
truck = ~v Earth

truck − ~v Earth
me , (3.31)

or, in arrow notation:
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I can always determine another relative velocity from two velocities in a single frame:

~v frame 2
obj = ~v frame 1

obj − ~v frame 1
frame 2 . (3.32)

This is true as a vector equation, so it is the rule for relating two frames in any number of

dimensions.
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Example

Using this formalism, let’s analyze the following system. Imagine that you are sitting in

the backseat of a convertible, with the top down (wayfarers on...), traveling at a constant

velocity with respect to the Earth. You throw a ball vertically in the car’s frame. What

happens? Does the ball:

(a) Land behind you (b) Land in front of you (c) Land right on you

A picture of this is:
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~v Earth
car
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ball

Let’s analyze this systematically. We are given the following:

~v Earth
car = vcarı̂ , (3.33)

where vcar is the car’s speed and we assume that it is moving along the x-axis. Also, the

ball’s velocity in the frame of the car is

~v car
ball = (−gt+ vball)̂ . (3.34)

Recall, in the car’s frame, the ball travels vertically, in the y-direction. The ball’s initial

speed in this frame is vball, and it, of course, undergoes acceleration −g due to gravity.

Now, what is the velocity of the ball with respect to the Earth? From our master relative

velocity formula, we have

~v Earth
ball = ~v car

ball − ~v car
Earth . (3.35)

This is a bit weird, as we know ~v Earth
car , but need ~v car

Earth. No fear, these are simply opposites

of one another

~v car
Earth = −~v Earth

car . (3.36)

(Can you convince yourself of this?) Therefore, the velocity of the ball with respect to the
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Earth is

~v Earth
ball = ~v car

ball − ~v car
Earth = ~v car

ball + ~v Earth
car = vcarı̂+ (−gt+ vball)̂ . (3.37)

Now, we need to determine the position of the ball after it has traveled up and come

down to the vertical location of the car. To determine the displacement of the ball with

respect to the Earth, we simply integrate its velocity:

~d Earth
ball (t) = (vcart) ı̂+

(
−g

2
t2 + vballt

)
̂ . (3.38)

I have set the initial position at t = 0 to be the 0 vector. The ball starts going up at t = 0

and comes back to vertical displacement of 0 when

−g
2
t2 + vballt = 0 , (3.39)

or when

t =
2vball

g
≡ Ty=0 . (3.40)

What is the ball’s x-position at this time? We simply plug in t = Ty=0 to find

xball(Ty=0) = vcarTy=0 =
2vballvcar

g
. (3.41)

What is the car’s x-position at this time? It’s identical because, by the vector nature of

velocity, the car and the ball have the same x-component of velocity. That is,

xcar(Ty=0) =
2vballvcar

g
. (3.42)

That is, because both the x- and y-components of the position of the ball and the car are

identical at Ty=0, the ball lands in my lap!

Also, what shape would you see as the trajectory of the ball (you being at rest with the

Earth)? Note the ball’s x-component of position is

xball(t) = vcart , (3.43)
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or that

t =
xball

vcar

. (3.44)

Plugging this into the expression for the y-component of the ball’s position, we find

yball(t) = −g
2
t2 + vballt = −g

2

x2
ball

v2
car

+
vballxball

vcar

. (3.45)

That is, the height of the ball that you see as a function of its horizontal position is just a

parabola:

yball(xball) = −g
2

x2
ball

v2
car

+
vballxball

vcar

. (3.46)

The independence of perpendicular spatial directions is extremely profound and produces

concrete predictions we can test with experiment. (See https://youtu.be/eqQ05FYZoZU)

3.4 Circular Motion

In this section, we are going to describe the kinematics of a very common situation that one

encounters in physics. We have discussed the kinematics and description of linear motion,

generalized that to multiple dimensions with vectors, and now we will discuss circular

motion. Precisely what we will study in this section is the kinematics of traveling in a

circle, but this analysis is applicable broadly to any motion that is non-linear: merry-go-

rounds, a right turn in a car, a loop-the-loop rollercoaster, etc.

I want to start with a question that we’ll address throughout this lecture. Imagine

that you are on a merry-go-round, giggling with your friends. The merry-go-round is spin-

ning/rotation at a constant speed. Are you accelerating? And if so, in what direction are

you accelerating?

(a) No acceleration

(b) Yes, accelerating outward

(c) Yes, accelerating inward

(d) Yes, accelerating forward

For (b), (c), and (d), the direction of acceleration of you on the merry-go-round is:

https://youtu.be/eqQ05FYZoZU
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(c)
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(d)

We’ll come back later to answer this definitively, but now we’ll set up the language to describe

circular motion. Let’s first identify positions on a circle, with a convenient origin:
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We have drawn a circle of radius r with the origin at the center of the circle. A point/position

~p on the circle can be represented in Cartesian coordinates (x, y space) as

~p = (r cos θ, r sin θ) , (3.47)

where θ is the angle as measured above the +x-axis, as illustrated. At this point, there is

no motion; this is just a point, static, unchanging. If we move in a circle, our distance from

the origin remains unchanged, but the angle θ changes in time. That is, we consider time

dependence of

~p(t) = (r cos θ(t), r sin θ(t)) , (3.48)

with r a constant radius. What is the simplest temporal dependence for the angle θ(t)? Just

as we studied for motion in one dimension, the simplest motion is linear in time:

θ(t) = ωt+ θ0 . (3.49)

We’ll mostly restrict to this case in this lecture. This angular time dependence is called

constant angular velocity motion: ω is called the angular velocity as it is the rate that
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θ(t) changes in time:

d

dt
θ(t) = ω . (3.50)

θ0 is a constant, the original location in angle of your position.

So, we’ll study position that changes in time as

~p(t) = (r cos(ωt+ θ0), r sin(ωt+ θ0)) = r cos(ωt+ θ0)̂ı+ r sin(ωt+ θ0)̂ . (3.51)

Given this position, let’s do our standard analysis of finding velocity and acceleration. Ve-

locity is just the time derivative of position:

~v(t) =
d

dt
~p(t) =

d

dt
(r cos(ωt+ θ0)) ı̂+

d

dt
(r sin(ωt+ θ0)) ̂ . (3.52)

We need to take derivatives of cosine and sine to find velocities. To do this, we exploit the

chain rule of derivatives. To take the derivative of a function of a function, the rule is

d

dt
f (g(t)) =

df

dg

dg

dt
. (3.53)

For the x-component of velocity, we want to take the derivative

d

dt
cos(ωt+ θ0) . (3.54)

Let’s call f(θ) = cos θ, and θ(t) = ωt+ θ0. Then, the derivative is

d

dt
cos(ωt+ θ0) =

d cos θ

dθ

d

dt
(ωt+ θ0) = ω

d cos θ

dθ
. (3.55)

So, what’s the derivative of cos θ? The answer is, which I won’t explain in more detail here,

d

dθ
cos θ = − sin θ . (3.56)

Therefore, we have

d

dt
cos(ωt+ θ0) = −ω sin(ωt+ θ0) . (3.57)
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Similarly,

d

dt
sin(ωt+ θ0) = ω cos(ωt+ θ0) . (3.58)

It then follows that the expression for velocity when moving at constant speed around a

circle is

~v(t) = −ωr sin(ωt+ θ0)̂ı+ ωr cos(ωt+ θ0)̂ . (3.59)

It’s interesting to pause here for a second and think for a bit about what this velocity is

telling us. First, recall that, in the prescribed coordinate system, the position vector lies

along a radial line:
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~p

At this point on the circle, what is the velocity vector? To answer this question, let’s use a

trick from freshman geometry. Let’s schematically denote the position vector as

~p(t) = aı̂+ b̂ = (a, b) . (3.60)

a and b are the cosine and sine bits, but for this argument that is just distracting. In terms

of a and b now, the velocity vector is

~v(t) = ω(−bı̂+ a̂) = ω(−b, a) ∝ (−b, a) . (3.61)

If I have to vectors ~v1 = (a, b) and ~v2 = (−b, a), what angle do they make with one another?

90◦! Therefore, if we are moving counterclockwise around a circle, the velocity vector is

tangent to the circle:
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~v

This orthogonality can also be captured in a dot product. The dot product of two vectors

~v1 = (a, b) and ~v2 = (c, d) is defined to be

~v1 · ~v2 = ac+ bd . (3.62)

If the dot product is 0, the vectors are orthogonal. Let’s see this for position and velocity:

~p(t) · ~v(t) = (r cos(ωt+ θ0), r sin(ωt+ θ0)) · (−ωr sin(ωt+ θ0), ωr cos(ωt+ θ0)) (3.63)

= −ωr2 cos(ωt+ θ0) sin(ωt+ θ0) + ωr2 cos(ωt+ θ0) sin(ωt+ θ0)

= 0 .

Now, I have a question for you. Say an object is traveling at constant speed in a circle,

for example, by being swung with a string. If the strong is cut, how does the ball/object

travel afterward?

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Also, consider a slingshot. You twirl the sling round and round and then let go. To hit
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a target in front of you, how and when should you release it?

Finally, let’s get back to where we started, and address acceleration. If an object is

moving in a circle at constant speed, it is accelerating? That is, is its velocity changing in

time? We said that the speed was constant, so by definition, the magnitude of velocity is

not changing. However, that’s not the only way to change velocity. As a vector, changing

velocity can mean changing its magnitude and/or direction. Clearly, the direction of velocity

is changing as you move in a circle (otherwise you wouldn’t, well, move in a circle). So, we

are definitely accelerating.

We can just take another derivative of velocity to determine acceleration, but it’s useful

to take a step back first, and think about the direction of acceleration. To do this, let’s

return to our gedankenexperiment space. First, imagine that you are sitting in a car that

is at rest. Now, the driver accelerates forward by pressing on the gas pedal. What do you

feel? What is your response to a forward acceleration? You are pushed backward; that is,

you feel a push in the opposite direction to acceleration. An analogous thing happens if the

driver now brakes. Acceleration is backward (forward motion is slowing down), yet you are

pushed forward. Keep this in mind.

Now, imagine that you are sitting at the edge of a merry-go-round that is being pushed

at a constant rate by delinquent fourth graders. Just thinking about what you would feel,

how and in what direction do you feel a push? So, from our thought experiment in the car,

what is the direction of acceleration?

Let’s now calculate acceleration from the derivative of velocity. We have

d

dt
~v(t) = ~a(t) =

d

dt
(−ωr sin(ωt+ θ0), ωr cos(ωt+ θ0)) (3.64)

=
(
−ω2r sin(ωt+ θ0),−ω2r cos(ωt+ θ0)

)
.

But wait! Recall that the position vector for moving around a circle was

~p(t) = (r cos(ωt+ θ0), r sin(ωt+ θ0)) . (3.65)

Therefore, acceleration is just ~a(t) = −ω2~p(t). As a real number, ω2 > 0 and so acceleration

points in the opposite direction as the position vector. As ~p(t) pointed from the center of

the circle to its perimeter, acceleration points from the perimeter to the center. Thus, this

acceleration is “center seeking,” or centripetal acceleration.

We will end this section with one more observation. Let’s evaluate the magnitudes of

velocity and acceleration and see if there’s a relationship between them. Recall that the
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velocity vector was

~v(t) = (−ωr sin(ωt+ θ0), ωr cos(ωt+ θ0)) . (3.66)

Its magnitude, via Pythagorus, is

|~v| =
√

(−ωr sin(ωt+ θ0))2 + (ωr cos(ωt+ θ0))2 = ωr , (3.67)

because cos2 θ + sin2 θ = 1. As such, ω is called the angular velocity. What about accelera-

tion? We have

|~a| =
√

(−ω2r sin(ωt+ θ0))2 + (−ω2r cos(ωt+ θ0))2 = ω2r . (3.68)

Note that the angular velocity in terms of the (linear) speed is

ω =
|~v|
r
. (3.69)

Plugging this into the expression for acceleration, we have

|~a| = ω2r =

( |~v|
r

)
r =
|~v|2
r
. (3.70)

This will be a very useful result. The magnitude of centripetal acceleration is squared velocity

divided by the radius of circular motion.
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Chapter 4

Newton’s Second Law

In this lecture, we are really going to start in earnest attempting to describe why physical

phenomena happen. The first few lectures of the course were setting the stage, introducing

the language of vectors, kinematics, position, velocity, and acceleration, but now we have a

complete enough vocabulary we can use it to construct new sentences. So with that in mind,

here we are going to introduce forces and their consequences.

4.1 Forces and Acceleration

Let’s go back, as we often have, to our thought experiment of the train moving at constant

velocity on a very smooth track. As mentioned many times, there is no experiment we can

do on the train to determine if it is actually moving or just at rest. The laws of physics are

independent of one’s velocity, or, more precisely, independent of one’s frame of reference.

Balls fall when dropped with acceleration −g, water is still in a cup, etc., and this is (one)

consequence of independence of the physics in different dimensions. By contrast, if the train

accelerated, the driver put on the brakes to avoid colliding with cows on the tracks, you will

know it. You will feel pulled forward dramatically. Pull is an action word and specifically

what a pull does is change your motion. You were happily traveling at a constant rate, ne’er

the wiser, and then the driver changed your motion/velocity by slamming on the brakes. A

change in velocity is acceleration and a pull, precisely but even colloquially, is a force. That

is, forces (things/actions that enact change) are responsible for acceleration.

This is a profound observation and its mathematical consequence is encapsulated in

Newton’s second law, which we will get to in a second. If a force imparts acceleration, then

you can exert a force on your friend to make them fall over. That is, a push (= force)

43
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can change their idle standing ( = at rest) to falling over ( = moving). Thus, you made

them accelerate by pushing them. Further, there’s clearly a difference between pushing a

friend and pushing an elephant. With the same exerted push, your friend will fall over,

but the elephant may not even know you are there! That is, though a force is the same,

the corresponding acceleration (= change of motion) can be very different. So what differs

between your friend and a pachyderm that could be responsible for the different acceleration?

Well, other than four legs and a trunk, an elephant is much more massive than your friend.

With more mass, an equivalent push/force changes motion less.

These considerations and thought experiments motivate Newton’s second law, which

essentially encapsulates all of mechanics that we will learn in this course. Newton’s second

law is:

~Fnet = m~a . (4.1)

Here, m is the mass of the object of interest, ~a is its acceleration (a vector, recall), and ~Fnet

is the total or net force acting on that object. Force is a vector: you can push harder or

softer and affect the magnitude of force, and you can also push in different directions. Thus

Newton’s second law enables you to predict the motion of an object based on the forces

acting on it.

Before we make sense of this, the phrase “Newton’s second law” begs the question of if

there is a Newton’s first law, and for that matter, how many laws are there? Is it just laws

all the way down? Well, there are three “Newton’s laws” and the first and third can be

thought of as consequences of the second. So, we really won’t specifically talk about them,

like we will for the second law. (There’s also a Monty Python joke here: “Thou shalt count

to three, no more, no less. Five is right out!”)

So let’s see how Newton’s second law works in some examples. First, and most simply,

let’s analyze the forces on me, just standing here. Am I accelerating? Nope, so therefore

what is the net force that is acting on me? If ~a = 0, then ~Fnet = 0, too! We can break this

apart some more to make sense of how ~Fnet = 0. What forces are acting on me; that is,

what individual pushes and pulls are exerted on me? First, gravity is pulling me toward the

center of the Earth. This gravitational force is also called weight and its magnitude is just

equal to my mass times our old friend, acceleration g:

|~Fgrav| = mg . (4.2)
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What other forces are acting on me? That is, am I feeling another push? Actually, you

can ask yourself this question. Simply by sitting in your seat, do you feel something pushing

on you? I feel the floor pushing on my feet. In your case, you should feel the chair pushing,

um, somewhere else. So there is also a force from a surface keeping us upright. Such a force

is called a normal force because it acts normal, or perpendicular, to the surface. I can’t

think of or feel other forces (other than the weight of the world on my shoulders...), so this

is all we have.

Let’s draw a picture to represent the forces on me:
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(me)

Such a picture is called a free-body diagram and it represents all forces acting on an object.

The dot at the center is me, but I ignore all spatial extent in such a diagram. Gravity, ~Fg,

pulls me down while the floor’s normal force ~N pushes me up. The net force, ~Fnet, is just

the vector sum of the forces acting on me:

~Fnet = ~N + ~Fg = (N −mg)̂ , (4.3)

where N is the magnitude of the normal force. By Newton’s second law, this is equal to

my mass times acceleration, m~a. But what is acceleration? ~a = 0, so ~Fnet = 0 which then

implies that

N = mg . (4.4)

That is, the floor pushes me up juuuuust enough to counteract the force of gravity.

4.1.1 Equivalence Principle

What if there’s no floor? Not that we blow it up or something, but if we jump out of a

plane (ignoring air resistance)? Now, there is no normal force acting on me, so my free-body

diagram is
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(me)

Newton’s second law then says that

~Fg = (−mg)̂ = m~a , (4.5)

or that ~a = −g̂. Of course this is consistent with that we’ve been playing with this whole

time: every object accelerates at the same rate under the effects of gravity, independent of

its mass.

I want to belabor this point a little bit. First, we are only able to make this claim if the

mass that multiplies ~a in Newton’s second law (inertial mass) is the same as the mass that

multiplies g (gravitational mass). In principle, these two quantities could be different,

but we have 0 experimental evidence to suggest that. The claim/axiom that inertial mass

is equivalent to gravitational mass is called the equivalence principle, and its assumption

provides a deep and profound prediction. Actually, let’s this about these two systems we

just discussed a bit more. When I am standing here, or you are sitting in your chair, do you

actively “feel” a push? Well, yes, as argued earlier, I feel a push on my feet. However, and

this is odd, while I actually feel a push, my acceleration is 0. By contrast, imagine jumping

out of a plane. Ignoring air resistance, do you actually feel anything pulling you? Nope, you

feel like you are floating, or are in free fall. Nevertheless, while you feel no pull, you are

accelerating!

This is very weird and the equivalence principle suggests that gravity, as we typically

think about it, is not a force in the same way that a push or pull is. Actually, gravity is not

a true force at all; it is simply the manifestation of the curvature of space and time under the

influence of massive objects. This is completely described by Einstein’s theory of general

relativity, but for this class, we’ll just assume that gravity acts like a force, which will be

good enough for our study.

Example

Let’s go back to the topic at hand and think about another system: an accelerating elevator.

Let’s say that you are in an elevator that is accelerating upward by a. How does the

magnitude of the normal force of the floor on you compare to your weight? Is the normal
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force:

(a) larger than weight? (b) same as weight? (c) less than weight?

To solve this problem, let’s use Newton’s second law and draw a free-body diagram.

First, unless you jumped up, you are accelerating at the same rate as the elevator, a. By

Newton’s second law, the net force is then

~Fnet = m~a = ma ̂ , (4.6)

where the acceleration is upward (positive). Now, to a free-body diagram. What are the

forces that act on you? There’s always gravity, and we would feel the normal force from the

floor of the elevator pushing upward. Anything else, acting directly on you? Nope! So, the

free-body diagram is
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(me)

and so the net force is

~Fnet = ~N + ~Fg = (N −mg)̂ . (4.7)

By Newton’s second law, this is supposed to equal

~Fnet = (N −mg)̂ = m~a = ma ̂ , (4.8)

or that N = m(g + a). Assuming that a > 0, the normal force must be larger than your

weight, mg.
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4.1.2 Newton’s First Law

We will discuss more consequences of Newton’s second law,

~Fnet = m~a (4.9)

shortly, and introduce a new force, friction, that is a major player in our everyday lives.

Here, we will pause to briefly discuss Newton’s first law.

The mass “m” that appears on the right side of Newton’s second law is called the “inertial

mass,” as it is the property of an object that opposes a change in motion. For the same

force, a larger mass object accelerates less than a smaller mass object. The word “inertia”

shares its origin with inert, which means unskilled or inactive, from Latin. That is, “inertial

mass” is a measure of the inactivity of an object. It takes more force to make a more massive

object “active”.

As I mentioned previously, there are three of Newton’s laws, the second of which is the

most general, and the first and third of which follow from the second law. So, one way

forward is to simply ignore laws 1 and 3, but they are interesting in their own right and

historically relevant, so I want to spend a little time thinking about them. The velocity of

an object is a measure of its motion, while acceleration is a measure of an object’s change

of motion in time. Therefore, by the second law, to change an object’s motion, a force must

act on it. This is the first law:

An object will travel with constant velocity until acted upon by an external force.

So, indeed that follows from Newton’s second law.

4.2 Friction

We’ll visit the third law at the end of this section. Until then, let’s discuss a force that is

necessary for nearly all of our mundane activities. The only force we have discussed that one

object can act on another object is normal force. As the name suggests, normal force acts

normal or perpendicular to a surface. For example, the normal force of the floor holds me up

and prevents me from falling to the center of the Earth. However, this is clearly not the only

way that objects can exert forces on other objects. Right now, I am exhibiting a miracle of

science: I am holding up a piece of paper between my fingers. This paper is clearly at rest,

not accelerating, so Newton’s second law says that its net force must be 0. Let’s draw its

free-body diagram:
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The paper has mass, so feels a force of gravity, and my fingers exert normal forces on the left

and right of the paper. Note that this cannot be all that is happening. If this were all, then

there would be a net force and the paper would therefore accelerate. My fingers exert another

force on the paper: friction. Simply by holding the paper, my fingers stick slightly to it, in

a direction tangential to the surface of my fingers. This friction arises from weak bonding

at the atomic level between my fingers and the paper. However it works microscopically, we

can assign it a name and a value. Friction is often denoted ~ffric, with a lowercase “f” and

opposes relative motion in its reference frame. Adding friction, we then have a free-body

diagram that can have 0 net force, and therefore actually describes the situation at hand.

So, what is this friction force and what are its properties? Let’s consider analyzing the

forces acting on this block sitting on this table. I will attempt to push it, but let’s say that

it remains at rest. The physical picture of this is
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and free-body diagram

If the block doesn’t move, ~a = 0, and so the net force is 0. In the absence of friction, my

pushing force would have accelerated the block to the right, so friction acts to oppose this

motion in its frame. So, to ensure that ~a = 0, we must have that ~ffric = −~Fme.

If I pushed hard enough, however, the block would move, if I overcame friction. What is

this minimum force to move the block? In general, I don’t know until I measure it, but we
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are scientists so we get to make hypotheses. Note that the normal force is always just

~N = −~Fg , (4.10)

regardless of how hard I push. From your experience, how do you think the minimum force

to push the block would change if I doubled the mass, and therefore doubled the normal

force? What if the size of the block surface that touched the table changed, but the mass

was unchanged? I will postulate a hypothesis, and then we will test it. My hypothesis is

that the maximum friction force is proportional to the normal force:

|~ffric| ≤ µs| ~N | . (4.11)

Here, because the block is not initially moving, the proportionality constant µs is called the

coefficient of static friction. Once my push force exceeds µs| ~N | in magnitude, then the

block should move.

Example

We will test two aspects of this hypothesis here and now. (See https://youtu.be/CaCsiLHS_

-A for the demonstrations.) The first test will be to see the response if the mass is doubled.

From our free-body diagram, the magnitude of the normal force is just the weight of the

block, | ~N | = mg. Therefore, if the mass m is doubled, how should the maximum frictional

force be affected?

(a) doubled (b) halved (c) unchanged (d) other

Next, this maximal friction force is solely determined by its relationship to normal force,

and all other properties are encapsulated in µs, which is just some number. What do you

predict, with our hypothesis for the form of the maximal friction force, happens if the surface

area of the block that touches the table changes? We leave the weight of the block the same,

but we will just rotate it on its side, so the surface that touches the table is halved. Will the

maximal friction force be:

(a) doubled (b) halved (c) unchanged (d) other

Friction is a very important feature of the world and without it, everyday experiences

would be dramatically altered. I want to show a tragic clip of what happened to elementary

https://youtu.be/CaCsiLHS_-A
https://youtu.be/CaCsiLHS_-A
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school students when they went through a day with no friction. They were never the same

afterward. (See https://youtu.be/TcdcYBRIk3k)

4.2.1 Newton’s Third Law

Finally, let’s go back to the first thing we talked about and finish up Newton’s laws. Let’s

consider again us pushing a block, but this time, let’s slide a piece of paper between us and

the block:
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We are pushing with a force ~F , but we’ll say that friction is sufficient to prevent movement

of the block. In particular, this also means that the paper is at rest. As it is at rest, its net

force is 0. What are the forces on the paper? Clearly I am pushing on the paper. Gravity

is pulling on the paper, and there is friction between me and the paper. What is the block

doing? Well, let’s draw the free-body diagram thus far
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Friction could cancel the force of gravity on the paper, but there would still be a net horizontal

force, ~F . The paper is at rest so this is impossible. Therefore, the block must be pushing on

the paper with force −~F :
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Now, the paper was just a thought device; I can remove it and the block must still be pushing

to the left with force −~F . That is, if I push on the block with force ~F , the block pushes on

me with force −~F . Newton’s third law is typically stated as:

https://youtu.be/TcdcYBRIk3k
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Every action has an equal and opposite reaction.

Later, we will see that this is the statement of conservation of momentum.

Example

In this example, I have a string attached to a bar, which is itself attached to a weight, off of

which another string is attached. We are going to do two things: first, I will quickly yank

the bottom string, and second, I will slowly pull the bottom string. So, I have two questions

for you:

1. When I yank the bottom string quickly, which string will break first?

(a) top (b) bottom (c) both at the same time

2. When I slowly pull the bottom string, which string will break first?

(a) top (b) bottom (c) both at the same time

Let’s think about these two cases for a second before we try it out. For the set-up in which

you yank the bottom string, we are imparting a large force very quickly. Even though it is

a large force, because of the large mass of the weight, its acceleration is small, which means

that the acceleration of the string above it is small. Only the string at the bottom has a

large acceleration and so will break first.

By contrast, if we slowly pull the bottom string, then the bottom string, weight, and

the top string accelerate together. The top string additionally is pulled by the weight of

the, uh, weight, so the tension on the top string is greater than that of the bottom string.

With enough pull at the bottom, the top string will break first. Let’s test this out! (See

https://youtu.be/Hui_LbLBqjg)

4.2.2 Coefficient of Static Friction

We had introduced the coefficient of static friction µs through our hypothesis for how the

force of friction acts on objects. One way to determine the value of µs is to just see what

is the minimum force you must apply to get a block moving, and compare that force to the

normal force on the block. This technique requires measuring forces accurately, which we

may not be able to do easily. Instead, I want to introduce another method here that is much

https://youtu.be/Hui_LbLBqjg


53 4.2. Friction

simpler and only requires measuring one angle. Here’s the setup: I am going to put a block

on an incline or ramp whose angle with respect to the horizontal I can vary, like so
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Now, I tilt the ramp, increasing θ juuuuust until the block starts to move. That angle, θmin,

then tells me information about the coefficient of static friction, µs.

We’ll analyze this in a second, but I want to first ask you to think about how θmin can

be related to µs. Is µs equal to:

(a) µs = cos θmin

(b) µs = sin θmin

(c) µs = tan θmin

(d) some other relation

Don’t fully analyze the problem now; just think about limiting cases and what each

expression would imply for the value of µs. For example, what should the value of µs be

if the minimum angle was 0, θmin = 0? By contrast, what should the value of µs be if

θmin = 90◦?

Okay, let’s analyze this system now. As always in this game, we draw a free-body diagram

for the block:
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Note the normal force is always perpendicular to the ramp and the block would want to slide

down the ramp, so the friction force acts in the direction up the ramp.

As the free-body diagram demonstrates, this is manifestly (that is, “obviously”) a two-

dimensional system, so we need to identify our axes appropriately, in a way to simplify the

physical description. The physics cannot depend on the coordinates we use, but we can

exploit properties of the system. First, our goal is to understand the force of friction, ~f , so it

might be easiest to align the friction force with an axis. Correspondingly, the normal force,
~N , would also point along an orthogonal axis. So, we will set up coordinates as
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where the x-axis points down the ramp and the y-axis is perpendicular off the ramp.

With this coordinate system, we can now write the vectors in component form. We have:

~N = N̂ , ~f = −f ı̂ , ~Fg = mg sin θı̂−mg cos θ̂ . (4.12)

Note also that we are assuming that the block is at rest and so its acceleration is ~a = 0,

and net force is also 0. Therefore, the net force in each dimension must be 0. As a vector

equation, we have

~N + ~f + ~Fg = 0 = (mg sin θ − µsN )̂ı+ (N −mg cos θ)̂ , (4.13)

or that

N −mg cos θ = 0 , mg sin θ − µsN = 0 . (4.14)

This requires that N = mg cos θ, and plugging this into the second equation, we have

mg sin θ = µsmg cos θ , or that µs = tan θmin , (4.15)

where θmin is the minimum angle at which the block slides.

Whenever you get a result, you should always ask yourself if it makes sense. Do you

ski, mountain climb, or hike? The tools you use for each of these activities are optimized to

increase or decrease friction. First, if you ski, you wax your skis to decrease the coefficient

of friction so you can ski faster, as well as ski (that is, actually move) on slopes with small

inclines. If θmin is small, tan θmin is also small and µs is small. Makes sense.

By contrast, if you are rock climbing, you don’t want shoes covered in Teflon, you want

sticky, rubber shoes. You want to stick to steep walls, making θmin as large as possible. If

θmin is large, then µs is large. Again, makes sense.
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4.2.3 Coefficient of Static Friction, Redux

For the final part of this analysis, I want to revisit the system we just studied, to explicitly

demonstrate that indeed the physics is independent of our description of it. Instead of

aligning our axes with the slope, we’ll just keep the axes horizontal and vertical. This

will lead to different intermediate steps, but the final result will be identical. Further, it is

important to know how to solve physics problems in many different ways. Different solutions

to a problem provide different insights into how the physics is working and manifesting itself,

and can lead to a deeper understanding, even for the most mundane of problems.

So, with that motivation, let’s redraw our free-body diagram with our new coordinate

basis:
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In this coordinate basis, the components of the vectors are

~Fg = −mg̂ , ~N = N sin θı̂+N cos θ̂ , ~f = −µsN cos θı̂+ µsN sin θ̂ . (4.16)

As before, there is no acceleration in either dimension so Newton’s second law implies that

both

N sin θ − µsN cos θ = 0 , −mg +N cos θ + µsN sin θ = 0 . (4.17)

Now, in this coordinate system, the first equation, no acceleration in the horizontal dimen-

sion, immediately implies that

µs = tan θmin . (4.18)

Recall that earlier we had found that N = mg cos θ, when our coordinates were oriented

along the ramp. Does that still work in this case? Solving for N in the second equation, no



Chapter 4. Newton’s Second Law 56

acceleration in the vertical dimension, we have

N =
mg

cos θ + µs sin θ
. (4.19)

With µs = tan θ, note that

cos θ + tan θ sin θ =
cos2 θ + sin2 θ

cos θ
=

1

cos θ
. (4.20)

Then, N = mg cos θ, as earlier! So, indeed, the physics is independent of our description of

it. A pithy way to state this is:

Our art must imitate Nature, but Nature cannot imitate art.

4.3 Centripetal Force

I want to impress my son, so I have thought of a fun experiment. We all know that water

will sit in the bottom of an upright glass. Indeed, if this were not the case, life would be

much more difficult. Anyway, that’s not the experiment. What I want to do is keep the

water in the glass when it is upside-down. Is this possible? Clearly, I can’t just turn the

water glass upside down and keep water in it, because that is how you drink. So, let’s go

systematically through systems that would keep the water in the glass.

First, let’s pour water in the glass and just drop it, upright, on the ground. Does the

water stay in the glass in this case? As always, we ignore air resistance. As the glass and

water fall, they both accelerate at g:
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~a = �g |̂

Because the glass and water start together and accelerate at the same rate, they stay together

as they fall. Thus, the water stays in the glass as it falls.

This correspondingly tells us how we can keep water in the glass when it is upside-down.

Pour water into a glass when you are on an airplane, jump out, and then turn the glass over!

The water and glass (and you) will all accelerate at g, and so the water will stay in the glass:
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So, we have succeeded! We just need to accelerate the glass/water downward at g, i.e., in free

fall, and the water will stay in the glass. However, demanding that we do this by jumping

out of a plane isn’t very practical.

Let’s think of another way to get the glass upside-down without the water spilling. We

could also swing the glass with water in it in a big, overhand circle. At the bottom of the

circle, the glass is upright with the water in it, while at the top of the circle, the glass will

be upside-down with the water in it, just like we want. So, the physical set-up is

where I have (poorly) drawn a picture of me attempting to twirl the glass in a circle.

So, is it possible to twirl a glass in an overhand circle so that the water does not fall out?

(a) Not possible

(b) Yes, possible at any rate

(c) Yes, possible but there is a minimum

twirl rate

What do you think?

For the water to stay in the glass, then necessarily the water must stay in the glass when

it is at the top of the circle:
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What are the forces on the water? Of course gravity, but also (possibly) a normal force from

the glass
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There are no other relevant forces, so this suggests that the water is accelerating, by Newton’s

second law. We had already argued that for the water to stay in the glass, the acceleration

ay of the water must be (at least) g. Using Newton’s second law we find

may = N +mg , or that ay =
N

m
+ g ≥ g , (4.21)

as normal force and gravity act in the same direction.

Additionally, the glass/water system is traveling in a circle, so we know how to interpret

this acceleration: it is centripetal acceleration, where its magnitude is

acent = ay =
v2

r
, (4.22)

where v is the tangential velocity of the glass/water, and r is the length of the string I am

swinging (the radius of the overhand circle). So, to keep the water in the glass, we must

have that

ay =
v2

r
≥ g , or that v ≥ √rg . (4.23)

That is, there is a minimal speed below which the water will fall out of the glass and above

which it will stay in.

Let’s continue to analyze this system. In particular, what is the tension in the string at

the top of the circle? To study this, let’s consider the free-body diagram for the glass at the

top:
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There are only three forces acting on it at the top: its weight (of course), the tension in the

string that twirls it, and the normal force of the water. The normal force of the glass on the

water is a force pair with the normal force of the water on the glass, and so this force on

the glass acts in the vertical direction, upward. By Newton’s second law, the sum of these

forces is responsible for the centripetal acceleration of the glass:

T +mg −N = macent ≥ mg . (4.24)

In the inequality on the right, we have simply noted that the centripetal acceleration at

the top of the loop must be at least the acceleration due to gravity, g. So, rearranging the

inequality, we find that the magnitude of the tension force is at least the magnitude of the

normal force:

T ≥ N . (4.25)

We argued earlier that the minimum normal force on the water/glass by the glass/water is

N = 0. That is, the tension T is, well, anything and the glass can still travel in a circle.

However, our analysis assumed that there was a tension at all! What happens if it is no

longer true that

acent =
v2

r
≥ g ? (4.26)

That is, what if the velocity of the glass is too small at the top of the loop? In that case,

there is no normal force, the string goes slack, and the only force on the glass is gravity.

That is, the glass would enter free fall, and just travel in a parabola, rather than a circle.

Let’s test these predictions out! I have a cylinder on a tray and I will fill the cylinder with

water and we’ll observe what happens when I swing it above my head. These demonstrations

are rather dangerous, especially with the potential for flying cylinders once they enter free

fall. However, I am here to sacrifice my body to science, so let’s do it! (See https://youtu.

be/hN5I1vqGaxU)

4.3.1 Limits of Circular Motion and Centripetal Acceleration

It’s also interesting to consider the forces that are acting on the water/glass at the bottom

of the circle. At that point, the forces on the glass are

https://youtu.be/hN5I1vqGaxU
https://youtu.be/hN5I1vqGaxU
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Now, if the glass is traveling in a circle, the sum of these forces are responsible for centripetal

acceleration,

macent = m
v2

r
= T −N −mg , (4.27)

or that the tension in the string is

T = m
v2

r
+N +mg . (4.28)

This is fascinating: we can spin/twirl the glass faster and faster (increase v) and eventually

the tension will be so large that the string will break. Let’s try this out! Actually, no way,

this is much too dangerous.

Before moving on, I want to have you think about something. If the centripetal accel-

eration at the top of the loop of radius r is just g, then what could the expression for the

velocity at the bottom of the loop be? What changes from when the glass is at the top to

when it is at the bottom?

In a related vein, consider swinging on a, well, swing. Is it possible for you, with no

one pushing you, to ever “swing over the bar”? Can you ever pump your legs hard enough

to provide high enough speed such that your velocity at the tippy-top provides enough

centripetal acceleration for equal g? How fast would you have to be going at the bottom?

A few more notes before we move on to the next chapter. One aspect of roller coasters

is the feeling of weightlessness at the top of a loop. “Weightlessness” simply means that

the only force acting on you is gravity, so you are accelerating at g. One feature of the

particular feeling of weightlessness is “butterflies in your stomach.” This is due to your

organs literally floating in your body when you are weightless. When you are standing on

ground, your organs are held in place by a matrix of ligaments and such, but when weightless,

then tension on the matrix vanishes, leaving your guts just afloating.

Additionally, this property of circular motion can be exploited to simulate the force of

gravity. There’s a famous scene in 2001: A Space Odyssey in which David Bowman is running
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on the inside of a revolving cylinder as such:
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Say the revolving cylinder has radius r and is rotating with angular speed ω. We then know

the centripetal acceleration of the cylinder:

acent = ω2r . (4.29)

If this equals g, then the acceleration of the cylinder would be the same as the acceleration

due to gravity on Earth. However, would this apparatus actually simulate the gravity we

know and love? Think about it!
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Chapter 5

Energy

Beginning in this chapter, we will start our foray into conservation laws, their conse-

quences, and utility for understanding physical systems. I had introduced conservation laws

at the beginning of the lectures from asking why we can trust our memories. The physics an-

swer to this is that the laws of physics, i.e., the rules that govern how we engage with Nature

and our environment in particular, do not change in time. That is, things we learn yesterday

(I hurt my hand by touching a hot stove) can be applied to actions tomorrow (don’t touch

a hot stove). I had also mentioned then that this implied the existence of a symmetry: a

transformation that we can perform on a system that leaves it unchanged. More precisely, a

symmetry transforms a system to itself. In the case of trusting our memories, the symmetry

action is time translation: the laws of physics are unchanged by travel (translation) through

time. Additionally, I had argued that there should be a single quantity that is a measure of

this time translation symmetry. That is, if time translation is a perfect symmetry, then this

quantity is conserved, its value does not change in time. This intricate relationship between

symmetries and conservation laws is called Noether’s theorem and the conserved quantity

associated with time translation is energy.

We denote energy by E and we will define it (for now) as the measure of an object’s or

system’s ability to perform a task. This definition is consistent with our colloquial use of

“energy.” If you “have no energy,” then you can’t even perform simple tasks. Today, we

will just study the energy of single object or particle systems, which will simplify our task

for determining what this “energy” is.

63
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5.1 Kinetic Energy

Historically, the first person to recognize conservation of energy as a consequence of Newton’s

laws was Émilie du Châtelet, an 18th century natural philosopher who also translated New-

ton’s Philosophiæ Naturalis Principia Mathematica into French, making significant correc-

tions and improvements on its presentation and implications. The method that du Châtelet,

or other Enlightenment natural philosophers, used to measure the energy of a moving ob-

ject was the following. A lead ball of mass m was thrown with speed v at a chunk of clay.

The ball correspondingly smushed the clay, embedding itself a distance d into the clay. The

distance d was thus a measure of the lead ball’s ability to perform a task; that task being

deforming the clay. We’ll study a similar system, more familiar for what we have studied,

to identify the energy of a moving object.

5.1.1 Energy from Newton’s Laws

What we will do is the following. We will give a block of mass m a velocity ~v, and then

it will travel over a surface which has friction. This friction force will accelerate the block,

eventually stopping it. We would like to determine the block’s ability to slide over the

surface. We will measure this ability, i.e., the block’s energy, by the distance d it travels over

the surface. So, the setup is
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Before we study this system, I want to make a note. Energy is a scalar quantity: it has

only a magnitude, and has no direction. From our setup, this makes sense: the distance d

is just a distance (magnitude) and not a vector (displacement). Whatever direction ~v is, we

want to stop it, so direction is irrelevant.

To study this system, let’s recall the kinematic equations and Newton’s second law. The

free-body diagram for the block when it is on the surface with friction is
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~f

The block is not accelerating vertically, so ~N = −~Fg. Newton’s second law in the horizontal

direction is

~f = −f ı̂ = m~a = maxı̂ , (5.1)

or that acceleration ax is

ax = − f
m
. (5.2)

We could relate f to normal force and therefore weight, but we won’t here.

With the initial velocity vector ~v = vı̂, we have the kinematic distance equation

d =
1

2
axt

2 + vt , (5.3)

as the block slides a distance d along the surface. This is written with time explicitly, but

we can eliminate that using the kinematic equation for speed:

0 = axt+ v , (5.4)

where we note that the final velocity is 0. I want to emphasize that these kinematic equations

can be used because acceleration ax is constant: the friction force f is constant. Then, the

time over which the block slides is

t = − v

ax
. (5.5)

Plugging this into the equation for distance, we have

d =
1

2
ax

(
− v

ax

)2

− v v

ax
= −1

2

v2

ax
. (5.6)
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We had also found that ax = −f/m earlier, so this is also

−1

2

v2(
− f
m

) = d , (5.7)

or, more naturally, as

1

2
mv2 = fd . (5.8)

This relationship is immensely profound. The expression on the left, 1
2
mv2, is exclusively

written in terms of the block’s properties. It is called kinetic energy because it is a measure

of the energy due to the block’s motion:

K =
1

2
mv2 . (5.9)

The expression on the right, fd, is exclusively written in terms of how the surface acts on the

block. The surface exerts a force f on the block over a distance d. This force is responsible

for reducing the kinetic energy of the block from 1
2
mv2 to 0. As such, we say that the surface

did work on the block equal to

W = fd . (5.10)

We’ll explore this later and more precisely, but work done by a force changes an object’s

kinetic energy. Specifically,

W = ∆K , (5.11)

called the Work-Energy Theorem.

5.1.2 Newton’s Laws from Energy

Now, we said some words that if energy is conserved, then the laws of physics should be

independent of time. The work-energy theorem is a statement of conservation of energy:

kinetic energy can be transformed into some other form of energy by exerting work, but

it can’t disappear into the æther. Newton’s second law is a law of physics, so if energy

is conserved, it should somehow follow from W = ∆K. Let’s see how this is done in our
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example.

We had derived

1

2
mv2 − fd = 0 , (5.12)

which is just the statement of the work-energy theorem, with everything to one side. If this

is true at any time, then it has no time dependence or its time derivative is also 0. That is,

the statement of time independence is

d

dt

(
1

2
mv2 − fd

)
= 0 . (5.13)

Let’s take derivatives and see how we can simplify this expression. The mass m of the

block is constant, so the only relevant derivative of kinetic energy is of the v2 term. We find,

using the chain rule,

dv2

dt
=
dv2

dv

dv

dt
= 2va , (5.14)

where we note that

dv2

dv
= 2v , and

dv

dt
= a , (5.15)

acceleration. Then, the time derivative of the kinetic energy is

d

dt

1

2
mv2 = mva . (5.16)

Next, the time derivative of fd is equally simple. By assumption, the friction force is a

constant, so only d might depend on time. However,

d

dt
d = −v , (5.17)

the negative of the speed, because if d increases, speed decreases because friction slows the

block. It then follows that

d

dt
(fd) = −fv . (5.18)
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Using these results, we have

d

dt

(
1

2
mv2 − fd

)
= 0 = mva+ fv . (5.19)

The velocity v appears in both terms, so we can safely cancel it out, producing

ma = −f , (5.20)

which is just Newton’s second law for a friction force. This demonstrates that, in a well-

defined way, Newton’s second law is very literally derivative of conservation of energy. As

such, we consider conservation of energy more fundamental than Newton’s second law.

We will provide a more precise definition of work, the work-energy theorem, and demon-

strate how Newton’s second law follows as a vector equation from conservation of energy in

later lectures.

5.1.3 Energies at Particle Collision Experiments

I now want to use this new idea of kinetic energy to understand a feature of my research.

The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) in Geneva, Switzerland, accelerates and collides protons

at enormous (relative) energies. We’ll attempt to get a sense for how large the energy of an

individual proton is at the LHC. First, the unit of energy in SI is called the Joule J, after

James Joule, a Scottish engineer. By the work-energy theorem, note that the units of the

Joule are

[J] = [N] m = kg m2 s−2 . (5.21)

In Joules, the kinetic energy of a proton at the LHC is about 10−6 J. (More useful units of

energy in particle physics is the electron-Volt, for which the protons carry about 1013 eV

of energy.) Objectively, is this a lot of energy?

10−6 J is a small number, but let’s relate it to more everyday energies. For example, let’s

consider the kinetic energy of a flying mosquito. The mass of a mosquito is about 5 mg or

5× 10−6 kg. At top speed, a mosquito can fly at about 1/2 m/s, so their kinetic energy is

K =
1

2

(
5× 10−6

)
(0.5)2 J ≈ 6× 10−7 J , (5.22)

very close to the kinetic energy of a single proton at the LHC! I want to emphasize the scale
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here. A mosquito contains about 1020 protons, and yet the LHC packs the same energy of a

mosquito into 1 proton!

The energy of a mosquito may still be a bit abstract, so let’s try another comparison.

Your hand (rather, one of them) is about 0.5% of your body weight. I weigh about 80 kg

(times g), so the mass of my hand is about

mH = 0.5× 10−2 × 80 ≈ 0.4 kg . (5.23)

If the kinetic energy of your hand is K, then its velocity v is

K =
1

2
mHv

2 or, solving for v, v =

√
2K

mH

. (5.24)

Plugging in K = 10−6 J and mH = 0.4 kg, the velocity of one of your hands necessary to

have kinetic energy equal to one proton at the LHC is

v =

√
2× 10−6

0.4
m/s ≈ 2× 10−3 m/s , (5.25)

or a couple of millimeters per second. This is about the rate of a (very) slow clap, again,

contained in a single proton at the LHC.

The LHC doesn’t collide individual protons together; rather, bunches of about 1011 pro-

tons are collided. There are about 1010 people on Earth, so there is more energy in the

protons at the LHC than if energy human on Earth simultaneously clapped!

5.2 The Work-Energy Theorem

The work-energy theorem is the statement that the change in kinetic energy of an object is

the amount of work done on that object:

∆K = W . (5.26)

We had introduced kinetic energy as

K =
1

2
mv2 , (5.27)
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and so

∆K =
1

2
mv2

f −
1

2
mv2

i , (5.28)

for initial and final velocities vi and vf , respectively. We had briefly introduced work, but

we will make it more precise in this lecture.

Let’s first consider motion in one dimension. Let’s say that we have an object of mass

m which is being acted on by a force F . This mass therefore has a velocity that varies as a

function of time or position:
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or
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like so. We would like to derive a relationship of the change in kinetic energy ∆K of the

object as it travels to the force acting on it.

The difference in kinetic energy at times t and t+ ∆t is

∆K =
1

2
mv(t+ ∆t)2 − 1

2
mv(t)2 . (5.29)

As ∆t→ 0, this can be related to the time derivative of kinetic energy, where

dK

dt
= lim

∆t→0

1
2
mv(t+ ∆t)2 − 1

2
mv(t)2

∆t
= mva , (5.30)

where a = dv
dt

, and we used the chain rule. Note that v(t) is velocity at time t, not velocity

multiplied by t. Now, using Newton’s second law, note that

mva = vF = F
dx

dt
, (5.31)

where on the right, we just note that velocity is the time derivative of position x. Thus

simply differentiating kinetic energy by time, we have found

dK

dt
= F

dx

dt
. (5.32)
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Now for some trickery. . . In this Leibniz notation, derivatives are, really I swear, ratios,

so we can cross cancel and divide. So, we “cancel” the dt factors, and find

dK = F dx , (5.33)

or, by dividing by dx on both sides,

dK

dx
= F . (5.34)

That is, the derivative of kinetic energy with respect to position x is force!

Almost there; let’s integrate both sides of this expression over position x from x = a to

x = b. The Fundamental Theorem of Calculus states that∫ b

a

dK

dx
dx = K(x = b)−K(x = a) ≡ ∆K , (5.35)

while integrating over force, we find

∆K =

∫ b

a

F dx . (5.36)

This is the work-energy theorem: the change in kinetic energy of an object is equal to the

integral of force over the trajectory of the object. This implies Newton’s second law and

vice-versa.

5.2.1 Going Beyond One Dimension

That’s the story in one dimension; how do we generalize the work-energy theorem to multiple

dimensional motion? Let’s think again about what kinetic energy is and how forces change

it.

Example

Now, I want to introduce a definition of kinetic energy that will serve our purposes for

considering the generalization of the work-energy theorem. I will define kinetic energy of a

ball, for example, as measured by how much it hurts when it hits you. Let’s consider two

set-ups: one where the ball is thrown straight at you with speed v, and the other where the

ball is attached to a string and rotated such that the ball has tangential speed v. That is,
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we have the set-ups:
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Which ball will hurt more when it hits you?

(a) linear ball (b) circular ball (c) same hurt

Okay, now can I get a couple of volunteers? (Just kidding!)

Immediately before the ball hits you, they were both traveling with speed v. Who cares

that one ball was traveling in a line and the other in a circle: all of that velocity, for both

balls, has to stop when they hit you. So they will both hurt the same!

Why is this relevant? Well, are the accelerations of the balls different? What would that

suggest about the forces acting on them? Correspondingly, what would that naively suggest

for the work-energy theorem in multiple dimensions?

For the ball moving in a line, its kinetic energy is constant, 1
2
mv2, until it hits you.

There are no forces on the ball: its velocity vector is constant. For the ball moving in a

circle, its velocity vector ~v is continuously changing direction, but keeps its speed constant.

Apparently simply changing direction does not change kinetic energy. That is, accelerations

and therefore forces that exclusively change the direction of velocity do no work.

What special about the acceleration that keep the ball moving in a circle? It is centripetal

acceleration, and as we discussed earlier is perpendicular to tangential velocity. That is,

the force responsible for keeping the ball in a circle is perpendicular to the motion of the

ball. This identification suggests that forces exerted perpendicular to motion only change

direction, and do no work.

Therefore, to determine the work done on an object, we only care about those forces with

components in the direction of motion. Only they can do non-zero work.

So let’s analyze this for a particular velocity vector and force. Let’s say we exert a force
~F on an object of mass m with velocity ~v as
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Let’s call the angle between the force and velocity θ. As argued earlier, the component of ~F

perpendicular to ~v does no work, so just for studying energy, this is equivalent to
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or that

dK

dx
= F cos θ . (5.37)

If we turn infinitesimals into small, finite changes, we have

∆K = F ∆x cos θ = Fv cos θ∆t . (5.38)

Note that if the object has speed v, then it travels a distance ∆x = v∆t in time ∆t. The

quantity Fv cos θ picks out only the component of force in the direction of motion.

5.2.2 The Dot Product

It turns out that “Fv cos θ” can be nicely encoded in a vector operation called the dot

product. Consider two, two-dimensional vectors ~A and ~B. Without loss of generality, we

can express their components as

~A = A cos θA ı̂+ A sin θA ̂ , ~B = B cos θB ı̂+B sin θB ̂ . (5.39)

We have the picture that
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Note that the angle between the two vectors is ∆θ ≡ θB − θA.

Now, the dot product is defined as the sum of the products of each components of the

vectors. Specifically, we have

~A · ~B = (A cos θA)(B cos θB) + (A sin θA)(B sin θB) = AB(cos θA cos θB + sin θA sin θB)
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= AB cos(θB − θA) . (5.40)

In the first line, we just multiplied x-components by x-components and summed them with

y- times y-components. In the final line, we used a trigonometric identity. That is, the dot

product is exactly what we need and picks out the shared component of two vectors.

So, we can equivalently write

dK

dt
= Fv cos θ = ~F · ~v . (5.41)

This is the work-energy theorem for motion in arbitrary dimensions.

There are a couple of other properties of the dot product that are useful to mention. First,

a vector as a mathematical object is defined by how it changes when undergoing rotation.

For instance, ~A vector with some coordinate system is
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~A = A cos ✓ ı̂ + A sin ✓ |̂

For coordinates rotated by φ with respect to these coordinates, the vector is then expressed

as
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Rotation changes the direction of the vector with respect to coordinate axes, but does not

change its magnitude.

A scalar as a mathematical object is unchanged under rotation. Three apples are still

three apples when rotated:
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Let’s consider the rotation of the dot product. For our vectors ~A and ~B from earlier, their

angles with respect to the x-axis would transform under a rotation of φ as:

θA → θA − φ , θB → θB − φ . (5.42)

However, their dot product transforms as

~A · ~B = AB cos(θB − θA)→ AB cos [(θB − φ)− (θA − φ)] (5.43)

= AB cos(θB − θA) = ~A · ~B .

That is, the dot product is rotation-invariant. The dot product takes two vectors and returns

a scalar, just a number.

5.3 The Simple Harmonic Oscillator

In this lecture, we are going to introduce the approximation to end all approximations: the

spring or simple harmonic oscillator. To first approximation, almost everything in Natu-

ral is modeled as a spring in physics. In my own research, interactions of elementary particles

are modeled as mediated by a spring. In fact, the calculational technique used generally in

particle physics called Feynman diagrams, after Richard Feynman who introduced them,

uses a spring drawing to denote a gluon, the force carrier of the strong nuclear force:
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gluon

5.3.1 Model as a Spring

So what’s the deal with springs and why are they everywhere? To answer this question, we

need to figure out what force a spring can exert on an object. First, if you just encountered

a spring on the street, it would likely be smoking Pall-Malls, wearing a trench coat; that is
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to say, it is relaxed. A relaxed spring is one for which it is neither extended nor compressed;

it assumes a length l when no forces act on it

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

Now, let’s imagine compressing the spring, from relaxed length l to l −∆x:
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l ��x

If you have ever tried to compress a spring, what do you notice about the force you must

apply as ∆x increases? It gets harder and harder to compress the spring as ∆x increases!

This is unlike gravity or friction forces that we have dealt with thus far: both of those (so

far) have been constant forces, independent of position. Additionally, a compressed spring

wants to return to the relaxed position. That is, if you compress a spring you feel a strong

force pushing your hands apart.

One can do a similar thing with a spring extended to length l + ∆x:
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l + �x

Now, to extend the spring, you have to pull your hands apart with more and more force as

∆x increases. These observations suggest that the force a spring can exert on an object is

monotonic with ∆x. Further, the spring force is a restoring force: the force a spring exerts

acts to return (“restore”) a spring to its relaxed length l. That is, the force that the spring

exerts is in the opposite direction of the change in length:

<latexit sha1_base64="mdUzxUMUYjsWbtAbFQKHf6bLokA=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBC8GHYlaI4BPXiMYB6YhDA7mU2GzM4uM71iWPIXXjwo4tW/8ebfOEn2oIkFDUVVN91dfiyFQdf9dlZW19Y3NnNb+e2d3b39wsFhw0SJZrzOIhnplk8Nl0LxOgqUvBVrTkNf8qY/up76zUeujYjUPY5j3g3pQIlAMIpWepDnnRsukZKnXqHoltwZyDLxMlKEDLVe4avTj1gScoVMUmPanhtjN6UaBZN8ku8khseUjeiAty1VNOSmm84unpBTq/RJEGlbCslM/T2R0tCYcejbzpDi0Cx6U/E/r51gUOmmQsUJcsXmi4JEEozI9H3SF5ozlGNLKNPC3krYkGrK0IaUtyF4iy8vk8ZFybssle/KxWoliyMHx3ACZ+DBFVThFmpQBwYKnuEV3hzjvDjvzse8dcXJZo7gD5zPH8x+kFQ=</latexit>

l ��x
<latexit sha1_base64="K/2d1Szcig0MIcHwXTXCc4sNgfA=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBAEIexK0BwDevAYwTwwCWF2MpsMmZ1dZnrFsOQvvHhQxKt/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7/FgKg6777aysrq1vbOa28ts7u3v7hYPDhokSzXidRTLSLZ8aLoXidRQoeSvWnIa+5E1/dD31m49cGxGpexzHvBvSgRKBYBSt9CDPOzdcIiVPvULRLbkzkGXiZaQIGWq9wlenH7Ek5AqZpMa0PTfGbko1Cib5JN9JDI8pG9EBb1uqaMhNN51dPCGnVumTINK2FJKZ+nsipaEx49C3nSHFoVn0puJ/XjvBoNJNhYoT5IrNFwWJJBiR6fukLzRnKMeWUKaFvZWwIdWUoQ0pb0PwFl9eJo2LkndZKt+Vi9VKFkcOjuEEzsCDK6jCLdSgDgwUPMMrvDnGeXHenY9564qTzRzBHzifP8lmkFI=</latexit>

l + �x

<latexit sha1_base64="s1TVdyprd/3u3wN8Qo/DaEDV86w=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56ulcsuWV3AbJOvIyUIEO9V/zq9mOWRigNE1Trjucmxp9SZTgTOCt0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/eni3hm5sEqfhLGyJQ1ZqL8npjTSehIFtjOiZqhXvbn4n9dJTVj1p1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nzpM8VMiMmllCmuL2VsCFVlBkbUcGG4K2+vE6aV2Xvulx5qJRq1SyOPJzBOVyCBzdQg3uoQwMYCHiGV3hznpwX5935WLbmnGzmFP7A+fwBg1aPmw==</latexit>

~Fs

<latexit sha1_base64="s1TVdyprd/3u3wN8Qo/DaEDV86w=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56ulcsuWV3AbJOvIyUIEO9V/zq9mOWRigNE1Trjucmxp9SZTgTOCt0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/eni3hm5sEqfhLGyJQ1ZqL8npjTSehIFtjOiZqhXvbn4n9dJTVj1p1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nzpM8VMiMmllCmuL2VsCFVlBkbUcGG4K2+vE6aV2Xvulx5qJRq1SyOPJzBOVyCBzdQg3uoQwMYCHiGV3hznpwX5935WLbmnGzmFP7A+fwBg1aPmw==</latexit>

~Fs

5.3.2 Hooke’s Law

These considerations motivate Hooke’s law for the force of an (ideal) spring:

~Fs = −k∆x ı̂ , (5.44)
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for a spring oriented along the x-axis. Here, ∆x is the difference in length of the spring

currently and its relaxed length. k is called the spring constant and is a measure of the

“stiffness” of the spring: larger k means stiffer spring (more force for the same ∆x). The

overall negative sign indicates that this is indeed a restoring force: the direction of force

opposes the direction of compression (∆x < 0) or extension (∆x > 0).

Hooke’s law is named after Robert Hooke, a contemporary of Newton. Hooke often used

ciphers to disguise this scientific discoveries. He first described the law that now bears his

name in a Latin anagram ceiiinosssttuv, whose solution is Ut tensio, sic vis, which translates

to As the extension, so the force. Hooke also had a famous scientific rivalry with Newton,

after criticizing Newton’s theory of optics. As the president of the Royal Society, Newton

saw to it that Hooke’s scientific writings and even portraits of him were destroyed.

So why is the spring so universal in physics? It is because of its simplicity. A general

function f(x) can, under reasonable assumptions, be expressed in a polynomial-like form

called a Taylor series,

f(x) = f(0) + x
df

dx

∣∣∣∣
x=0

+
x2

2

d2f

dx2

∣∣∣∣
x=0

+ · · · . (5.45)

If x is small, near 0, then higher powers of x are small and can often be neglected. If x is small

enough that we can neglect x2 and higher terms and f(0) = 0, the function approximates to

a line

f(x) ≈ x
df

dx

∣∣∣∣
x=0

. (5.46)

Hooke’s law is simply the Taylor expansion of a force that depends on the relative displace-

ment ∆x, expanded to linear order in ∆x:

F (∆x) ≈ ∆x
dF

d(∆x)

∣∣∣∣
∆x=0

. (5.47)

Hooke’s law says that

dF

d(∆x)

∣∣∣∣
∆x=0

= −k , (5.48)

the spring constant. Springs, or Hooke’s law, is so ubiquitous in physics because to first

approximation (as defined by the Taylor series) almost every force anywhere is a spring

force.
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We recently learned about work, so let’s see if we can figure out how much work a spring

would do on an object. Let’s say we have compressed a spring a distance ∆x and at the end

of the compressed spring we place a block of mass m. The block is on a frictionless surface

and the other end of the spring is connected to a wall, to prevent it from flying away:

<latexit sha1_base64="mdUzxUMUYjsWbtAbFQKHf6bLokA=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBC8GHYlaI4BPXiMYB6YhDA7mU2GzM4uM71iWPIXXjwo4tW/8ebfOEn2oIkFDUVVN91dfiyFQdf9dlZW19Y3NnNb+e2d3b39wsFhw0SJZrzOIhnplk8Nl0LxOgqUvBVrTkNf8qY/up76zUeujYjUPY5j3g3pQIlAMIpWepDnnRsukZKnXqHoltwZyDLxMlKEDLVe4avTj1gScoVMUmPanhtjN6UaBZN8ku8khseUjeiAty1VNOSmm84unpBTq/RJEGlbCslM/T2R0tCYcejbzpDi0Cx6U/E/r51gUOmmQsUJcsXmi4JEEozI9H3SF5ozlGNLKNPC3krYkGrK0IaUtyF4iy8vk8ZFybssle/KxWoliyMHx3ACZ+DBFVThFmpQBwYKnuEV3hzjvDjvzse8dcXJZo7gD5zPH8x+kFQ=</latexit>

l ��x

<latexit sha1_base64="Hf8RZVtEMn+Fp3PsrG6DlWS2XLU=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipORmUK27VXYCsEy8nFcjRGJS/+sOYpRFKwwTVuue5ifEzqgxnAmelfqoxoWxCR9izVNIItZ8tDp2RC6sMSRgrW9KQhfp7IqOR1tMosJ0RNWO96s3F/7xeasKan3GZpAYlWy4KU0FMTOZfkyFXyIyYWkKZ4vZWwsZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH0nGM7g==</latexit>

k
<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

The spring constant is k. If we then let go of the block, how much work will the spring do

on the block? First the force that the spring exerts on the mass is

~Fs = k∆x ı̂ , (5.49)

where we assume k and ∆x are both positive. As the spring expands, pushing the block, it

only acts to push the block up to the point it reaches its relaxed length, and then no longer

pushes the block. Thus, the spring only exerts a force over the compressed distance ∆x.

The spring force is exerted in the direction of the block’s motion, so the work done is

W =

∫ ∆x

0

Fs d∆x′ =

∫ ∆x

0

k∆x′ d∆x′ =
1

2
k(∆x′)2

∣∣∣∣∆x
0

=
1

2
k∆x2 . (5.50)

This is an expression we will come back to over and over: the energy that a spring imparts

on an object compressed (or expanded) by a distance ∆x is 1
2
k∆x2.

By the work-energy theorem, this is equal to the kinetic energy that the block gains

∆K = W =
1

2
k∆x2 =

1

2
mv2 . (5.51)

So the speed of the block after this springing is

v = ∆x

√
k

m
. (5.52)

It is also useful to see how this follows from simple dimensional analysis. The units of

the spring constant are

[k] =

[
F

x

]
=
[ma
x

]
= MT−2 . (5.53)
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For a spring with constant k, ∆x compressed distance, and pushing a mass m, the mass’s

speed after the spring push can be written as

v = ka∆xbmc , (5.54)

for three powers a, b, c. Expanding this expression out in basic units, note that

[ka∆xbmc] = MaT−2aLbM c = Ma+cLbT−2a . (5.55)

For this to equal speed v, which has dimensions

[v] = LT−1 , (5.56)

we must have that a = −c, b = 1, a = 1
2
, so then c = −1

2
. That is, we find that

v = k1/2∆xm−1/2 , (5.57)

exactly as predicted by the work-energy theorem.

5.3.3 Model as a Pendulum

Springs aren’t the only systems that exhibit Hooke’s law. We will close this section by

introducing the pendulum, the system of a suspended, swinging mass. Say a mass m is

tied to the end of a string of length l like so

<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

Now, we pull back the mass an angle θ from the vertical like



Chapter 5. Energy 80

<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l
<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

What is the net force on the mass right after we let go?

As always, let’s draw our free-body diagram. The only forces acting on the mass are

gravity and the tension in the string:

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="o/qHVABCLcTfayLfMLLKxNgzZ+0=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BQTxGyAuSJcxOepMhs7PrzGwghPyEFw+KePV3vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXkAiujet+O7mNza3tnfxuYW//4PCoeHzS1HGqGDZYLGLVDqhGwSU2DDcC24lCGgUCW8Hobu63xqg0j2XdTBL0IzqQPOSMGiu1u2Nk5L5X7xVLbtldgKwTLyMlyFDrFb+6/ZilEUrDBNW647mJ8adUGc4EzgrdVGNC2YgOsGOppBFqf7q4d0YurNInYaxsSUMW6u+JKY20nkSB7YyoGepVby7+53VSE1b8KZdJalCy5aIwFcTEZP486XOFzIiJJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZGVLAheKsvr5PmVdm7KV8/XpeqlSyOPJzBOVyCB7dQhQeoQQMYCHiGV3hznpwX5935WLbmnGzmFP7A+fwBVFqPfA==</latexit>

~FT

As the mass swings back and forth, it travels in a fixed radius trajectory, along the arc of a

circle. Therefore, there must be some centripetal acceleration keeping the mass in this arc.

This suggests that to analyze the forces, we should align an axis with the string and the

other perpendicular to it. So we have

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓
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~Fg

The net force in the direction of the string would be

FT −mg cos θ = m
v2

l
, (5.58)

as this force is centripetal, and responsible for movement along a circular arc. The force
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perpendicular to this, tangent to the arc, is

−mg sin θ = maT , (5.59)

where aT is the tangential acceleration. This is equivalently expressed as

−mg sin θ = maT = m
dv

dt
= ml

dω

dt
, (5.60)

where we note that v = lω, and ω is the angular velocity,

ω =
dθ

dt
. (5.61)

That is, Newton’s law tangent to the arc reduces to

−g sin θ = l
dω

dt
= l

d

dt

dθ

dt
= l

d2θ

dt2
, (5.62)

or that

d2θ

dt2
= −g

l
sin θ . (5.63)

Written as it is now, this is a bit hard to parse as that sin θ factor is scary. However, if

θ is a small angle, we can Taylor expand sin θ as

sin θ = sin 0 + θ
d sin θ

dθ

∣∣∣∣
θ=0

+ · · · = θ + · · · . (5.64)

sin 0 = 0, the derivative of sin θ is cos θ, and cos 0 = 1, and so, to lowest order in the Taylor

expansion, sin θ ≈ θ. Using this, we find that

d2θ

dt2
≈ −g

l
θ . (5.65)

The angular acceleration, denoted as α, of the pendulum,

α ≡ d2θ

dt2
, (5.66)

is linearly proportional to θ, and further is a restoring force, because of the negative sign.
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Compare this to Newton’s second law for a spring, where

−k∆x = ma = m
d2∆x

dt
or that

d2∆x

dt2
= − k

m
∆x . (5.67)

Apparently, then, a pendulum is just a spring. Let’s see how this works! (See https:

//youtu.be/2bSgo00ukWY)

5.4 Potential Energy

Over the past several lectures, we have introduced the concept of energy, how it can be

conserved, the work-energy theorem, and the work of a spring. In this lecture, we will

discuss the important concept of potential energy, energy that is stored in an object or

system that can be utilized later to perform some task (remember our definition of energy?).

5.4.1 Motivation From a Spring

A canonical example of potential energy is that stored in a compressed spring. Think about

it: initially the spring is relaxed. To compress the spring and amount ∆x, you have to exert

a force on the spring over a distance ∆x. Therefore, you did work on the spring.
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Force

However, the work you did to compress the spring didn’t change the spring’s kinetic energy

as the spring is still at rest. However, you clearly exerted energy (that is, did work), that that

energy can’t have vanished into the æther. So, where did it go? The work you performed on

the spring transferred to the spring’s potential to do work on another object. As discussed

last lecture, when compressed by an amount ∆x, a spring will do work on a mass at the end

of the spring of

W =
1

2
k∆x2 , (5.68)

where k is the spring constant.

The work you did on the spring to compress it is then stored in the potential ability for

the spring to do an amount of work equal to 1
2
k∆x2 on an object. More compactly, we say

https://youtu.be/2bSgo00ukWY
https://youtu.be/2bSgo00ukWY
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that a spring compressed by an amount ∆x has potential energy U equal to

U =
1

2
k∆x2 . (5.69)

If we put a box of mass m at the end of a spring which had potential energy of 1
2
k∆x2,

then this would be transferred into kinetic energy of the box once the spring returned to its

relaxed length. If we thought of our universe as solely consisting of the block/spring system

with no friction whatsoever, then the only types of energy allowed are the potential energy

of the spring and the kinetic energy of the block. That is, for the system
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if it is isolated or closed, then its total energy must be conserved as there is no way for

energy to be lost or gained. Therefore, the sum of the kinetic and potential energy of this

system is constant in time:

U +K =
1

2
k∆x2 +

1

2
mv2 = constant ≡ E , (5.70)

where E is the total energy. Demanding that the total energy be constant in time is typically

vastly simpler for analyzing a problem than using Newton’s second law, even though they

lead to equivalent results.

5.4.2 Conservative Forces

Another thing to note about this spring potential energy is its simple relationship to Hooke’s

law. Let’s take a derivative of U with respect to ∆x:

dU

d(∆x)
=

1

2
k
d∆x2

d(∆x)
= k∆x = −Fspring , (5.71)

by Hooke’s law. That is, we note that

Fspring = −k∆x = − dU

d∆x
. (5.72)

Forces for which they are related to a potential energy by this negative derivative are called

conservative forces. The name doesn’t connote US political parties, but rather that the
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work done by such a force is exclusively from potential energy decrease (hence the “−” sign).

Conservative forces, well, conserve energy all on their own.

We’ll study another conservative force in a second, but it’s important to note that not

all forces are conservative. Perhaps the most familiar example is the force of friction. As we

have discussed, friction can do work on an object to change its kinetic energy, but in doing so,

that kinetic energy is transferred into many different forms of energy (heat, sound, etc.). The

work friction does on an object does not exclusively turn that kinetic energy into potential

energy, like with an ideal spring. We therefore say that friction is a non-conservative

force. For friction, it is not possible to express it as a derivative of a potential energy.

Enough about non-conservative forces for now; let’s get back to conservative forces and

perhaps the most familiar force of all: gravity. First, let’s argue that gravity is indeed

conservative. Well, where does all of the work that gravity does on an object go to? Into

changing the kinetic energy of the object! We can imagine a world without air, friction, etc.,

and gravity would still be doing its thing, keeping thrown balls in parabolic trajectories.

Therefore, we can use the conservative force formula to determine the potential energy of

gravity. Considering the force of gravity exclusively in one dimension (up and down), the

force of gravity is

Fg = −mg , (5.73)

when acting on an object of mass m. The corresponding potential energy is found from

integrating from an initial height h1 to a final height h2:

U = −
∫ h2

h1

Fg dx = mg

∫ h2

h1

dx = mg(h2 − h1) . (5.74)

That is, the gravitational potential energy is linear in the height difference from the current

position to a reference position.

Unlike the potential energy of a spring, gravitational potential energy can be positive or

negative in sign. This may seem weird, but all that matters are potential energy differences

for determining how gravity affects an object’s kinetic energy. That is, the statement of

conservation of energy for an object of mass m exclusively acted on by gravity is

E = mgh+
1

2
mv2 = constant . (5.75)

where h is the height above a vertical origin point.
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5.4.3 Ball on a Loop-the-Loop

This is still a bit abstract, so let’s consider a concrete, real system in which we can test this

whole “conservation of energy” stuff. What I have in mind is a loop-the-loop set-up:
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2R

A ball travels down the ramp and then through the loop, ultimately traveling out, off to the

right. We would like to predict the height h such that the ball stays on the track throughout

traveling through the loop. The radius of the loop is R. We’ll test this out once we have a

prediction.

While we won’t solve it this way, let’s imagine that we attempt to solve with Newton’s

second law directly. Where do we even start? We would need free-body diagrams to de-

termine the speed of the ball at the end of the ramp, which is easy enough. However,

imagine the free-body diagrams for analyzing when the ball is in the loop. The direction

and magnitude of the forces on the ball constantly change, so this would be a nightmare to

analyze.

Luckily, we have energy on our side. We simply need to evaluate the initial energy and

the final energy, equate them, and we can solve for height. So let’s do this!

Initially, the ball is released from rest a height h above the ground. Initial kinetic energy

is therefore 0, so the total initial energy is

Ei = mgh . (5.76)

Now, if the ball is supposed to reach the top of the loop and remain on the track, two things

must happen. First, the ball has to actually have enough energy to even reach a height of

2R (the top of the loop), but further, if the ball is still on the track, then it is traveling in

a circle. As such, there must be a centripetal acceleration acting on the ball at the top of

the loop. Gravitational force is always there, so, at least, the centripetal acceleration is g.
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If the centripetal acceleration is g, then the ball has a minimal speed at the top of the loop:

acent =
v2

R
= g , or that v2

min = Rg . (5.77)

This correspondingly implies that there is a minimal kinetic energy that the ball has at the

top of the loop. This kinetic energy is

Kmin =
1

2
mv2

min =
1

2
mRg . (5.78)

The ball also has gravitational potential energy, as it has a non-zero height above the ground.

This potential energy is

U = mg(2R) , (5.79)

as the ball is a height 2R from the ground at the top of the loop.

So, the total energy of the ball at the top of the loop must be at least

Etop = Kmin + U =
1

2
mRg +mg(2R) =

5

2
mgR . (5.80)

By conservation of energy, this has to equal the initial potential energy of the ball a height

h above the ground. This therefore enables us to solve for this minimum height h as

Ei = mgh = Etop =
5

2
mgR , (5.81)

or that h = 5
2
R. Let’s try this out! Let’s see if the ball indeed stays in the loop if the initial

height is at least 5
2
R. (See https://youtu.be/B5cSCnEyi28)

5.5 Power

We have discussed energy, its conservation, kinetic versus potential, and work, and in this

lecture we are going to tie together some loose ends before moving on. Earlier, we had

discussed the notion of a conservative force, a force for which the work that it does exclusively

comes from expending potential energy. The conservative forces we will focus on in this class

are gravity and Hooke’s law (springs), and we used this idea to determine the height to release

the ball to go around a loop-the-loop. What if there are non-conservative forces in the game,

https://youtu.be/B5cSCnEyi28
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like friction? Conservation of energy still holds, we just have to account for the work done

by the non-conservative forces.

5.5.1 Conservation of Total Energy

Conservation of total energy is simply the statement that the energy measured at an initial

time Ei is equal to the energy measured at some later time Ef :

Ei = Ef . (5.82)

With only conservative forces in the ballgame, this can be restated through a sum of kinetic

and potential energies:

Ki + Ui = Kf + Uf (conservative forces only). (5.83)

When analyzing a system in which the only forces are gravity and springs, this form of energy

conservation is most useful.

With friction or other non-conservative forces around, some of that initial energy can be

lost to heat, sound, etc., and not manifest as kinetic or potential energy in the final state.

Therefore, accounting for this energy moved from a “useful” form (kinetic, potential) to a

“useless” form (heat, sound), we account for the work that non-conservative forces did in

going from the initial system to the final system:

Ki + Ui +Wnon-cons = Kf + Uf . (5.84)

Note that energy is still conserved, just not strictly conserved as kinetic and potential energy

exclusively. Also most (all?) work by non-conservative forces is negative; e.g., friction slows

an object. So this implies that, in general, when non-conservative forces are around, initial

kinetic and potential energies are larger than their final values.

5.5.2 Differential Energy Delivered

Another key concept with energy is power, or energy used or delivered per unit time. At

its simplest, power P is just the time derivative of the energy of some object:

P =
dE

dt
. (5.85)



Chapter 5. Energy 88

A single object like a car, horse, plane, etc., is not a closed system, so its energy does not

need to be conserved; that is, it can change in time. In our everyday experience, it is power

that makes a task challenging. Expending a lot of energy very quickly is more difficult than

expending the same energy more slowly.

Let’s derive another relationship of power using the work-energy theorem. The work-

energy theorem states that

∆E =

∫ b

a

F dx , (5.86)

that is, the energy of an object (spring, car, apple, etc.) changes if a force is applied over

some distance x ∈ [a, b]. Differentially, this relationship is

dE = F dx . (5.87)

Now, to relate this to power, we just divide by the infinitesimal time dt on both sides. (Nota

Bene: I am not a mathematician, so questionable manipulations with infinitesimals are all

cool!) That is,

dE

dt
= P = F

dx

dt
= Fv , (5.88)

or, that power is force times velocity. Now, I’ve been working in one dimension, so to

generalize to multiple dimensions, we need a dot product between force and velocity:

P = ~F · ~v = Fv cos θ . (5.89)

The units of power in SI are called Watts, after James Watt who invented the steam

engine. A Watt is, not surprisingly, one Joule of energy per second, both SI units them-

selves. Another unit of power you might have heard of is horsepower, which interestingly

was introduced by James Watt to compare the output of his steam engines to draft horses.

The “horsepower” used in the United States for car energy output, for example, is 745.7

Watts.

5.5.3 Feasibility of Solar Power

Now, with this definition of power, I want to estimate the total power that is accessible from

the sun on Earth. Solar power is increasingly becoming an important renewable resource,
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providing energy to us to charge our phones, run our trains, or heat our lecture halls. In

this section, I want to estimate the possible solar power that we can harness on Earth.

First, I will tell you a couple of things. The power consumption of the entire Earth is

about 1013 Watts, 10 TeraWatts. That means that every second, 1013 Joules are needed for

everyone on Earth to heat their homes, run their Teslas, or cook their dinner. So, we’re

going to attemp to answer the question of whether solar power can account for these 1013

Watts.

The amount of power from light emitted by the Sun incident on Earth is about 1000 Watts

per square meter. That is, when the Sun is directly overhead on a clear day, 1000 Joules of

light energy hit a square meter of ground every second. For some context, a standard light

bulb in your house might use about 60 Watts of power to run. (LED bulbs use much less

power for the same light output, though.) So, as a first step in getting to our answer, let’s

consider how much solar power is incident on Earth at any given time. The trick to answer

this is to introduce the notion of cross-sectional area. The sun shines light on Earth, and

the cross-sectional area is the size of the shadow that the Earth casts:
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The size of Earth’s shadow is equal to the area of a circle with Earth’s radius; this is called

the cross-sectional area because if you cut Earth in half (i.e., made a cross-section), the area

of the surface you opened up would be

Area = πR2
E . (5.90)

With the radius of the Earth RE ≈ 6000 km = 6× 106 m, the cross-sectional area of Earth

is

Area = π(6× 106)2 m2 ≈ 1014 m2 . (5.91)
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Again, as with everything in this game, orders of magnitude are sufficient. Using this result

to find the total solar power incident on Earth, we multiply this area by the 1000 W/m2 to

find

P = 1000 W/m2 · 1014 m2 ≈ 1017 W . (5.92)

This would seem to be totally enough to power all of Earth, with orders of magnitude to

spare. But, there’s a catch. To capture all of this power, we would have to cover the entire

Earth in solar panels, the sky would always have to be clear, and solar panels would have to

be 100% efficient. But none of these are true, so we need to incorporate realistic numbers in

an estimate.

First, the efficiency of commercial solar panels is about 10%. That is, for an incident

power P on a solar panel, only about 1/10 of that power can actually be turned into electricity

to power a toaster. So, out of the 1017 W of solar power incident on Earth, we can only

extract about 1016 W for our use.

Now, we can’t really hope to cover the ocean with solar panels. Oceans cover about 70%

of the Earth’s surface, or land is only about 30% of Earth’s surface. Further, clouds cover

about 70% of Earth’s surface at any given time, so of the 30% that is land, only about 30%

of it has a clear shot of the sun. 30% of 30% is about 10% again, so restricting solar panels

to be on land means that there is only about 1015 W of power for our use.

Continuing, we can’t actually cover all land with solar panels. If we did, no light would

hit the ground, so there would be no farms, no forests, no fields. However, we could imagine

that, say, a solar panel was installed on the roof of every building on Earth. This eliminates

or at least minimizes the further footprint on the environment. As an estimate of the area

of roofs on Earth, the total fraction of land area that is urban is about 3%. Of course, all

of an urban area isn’t just roofs, so perhaps a tenth of urban areas could be covered in solar

panels. Including this factor of about 0.3% or 3/1000, the total area where solar panels could

be reduces the total solar power accessible to use to about

Psolar ≈ 3× 1012 W . (5.93)

There may be further constraints on the total solar power that can be harnessed, like infras-

tructure issues, but even now, we have fallen below the level of covering all power needs of

Earth. Solar can’t be all if we are to divest energy consumption from petroleum to renewable

sources.



Chapter 6

Gravitation

In this chapter, we are going to create a theory of gravity that generalizes our simple discus-

sion of a uniform force, universally pulling objects toward the ground. This theory that we

will create will subsume our constant accelerating gravity, and explicitly predict when that

assumption breaks down.

6.1 Derivation of Universal Gravitation

To construct this theory of gravity, we will imagine placing two objects of mass m1 and m2

a distance r apart:
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We would like to determine the force of gravity from mass 1 on mass 2, ~Fg,12. Note also that

we assume that these two masses are balls, but we will actually work in the approximation

that they are points, and have no spatial extent. If point masses make you uncomfortable,

then equivalently we work in the limit in which the distance between the objects r is much

larger than either of their individual radii:

r � r1, r2 . (6.1)
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6.1.1 Universal Attraction

The gravitational force on 2 by 1 is a vector, so we need to determine both its magnitude and

direction. Let’s start with the direction. Gravity is a universally attractive force, meaning

that two masses are always attracted to one another via gravity. Specifically, in the case at

hand, the direction of the force on mass m2 points toward m1:
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~Fg,12

Now, with this particular alignment, ~Fg,12 = −Fg,12ı̂, where Fg,12 is the magnitude of ~Fg,12.

However we can orient our axes to describe the positions of the two masses however we want.

A convenient orientation is with m1 at the origin and m2 an angle θ above the horizontal,

when projected on two dimensions:
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With this orientation, the gravitational force is

~Fg,12 = −Fg,12 (cos θ ı̂+ sin θ ̂) . (6.2)

Regardless of θ, the gravitational force vector points toward the origin, along a line that

emanates from the origin. Such lines are nothing more than radial lines (they “radiate”

from the origin) and we denote the vector with unit length that points along a radial line as

r̂:

r̂ = cos θ ı̂+ sin θ ̂ . (6.3)
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Another way to say this is that there is a rotational symmetry about mass m1: rotating

mass m2 any angle about m1 leaves the magnitude of gravitational force the same, and just

rotates its direction to always point toward m1. Thus, the gravitational force is

~Fg,12 = −Fg,12r̂ . (6.4)

6.1.2 Inverse Square Law

Okay, we have the direction; what about magnitude? In general, as they are given quantities,

the gravitational force could depend on distance r and the masses m1,m2 via

Fg,12 ≡ Fg,12(r,m1,m2) . (6.5)

Let’s focus on the distance dependence first.

We live in three spatial dimensions, which may be obvious, but is extremely important

for determining the dependence on r. We will work by analogy here, first imagining a light

bulb hanging out in space:

This light bulb emits light in all directions uniformly. Let’s imagine putting the bulb inside

a sphere of radius r1 and r2 with r1 < r2:
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How does the total amount of light that is captured by the two spheres compare?

(a) Sphere 1 more light (b) Sphere 2 more light (c) Same amount

The bulbs in both cases are identical, outputting the same amount of light and both

spheres capture all of the light from the bulb. Therefore, they capture the same amount of

light.

However, imagine that you are sitting on the interior surface of the spheres. In which

case would the bulb appear brighter?

(a) Sphere 1 is brighter (b) Sphere 2 is brighter (c) Same brightness

Now, your eye is not like the sphere; it does not capture all of the light emitted by the

bulb. Your eye only captures the light that hits a very small region. The amount of light

that hits a given small region of the sphere is controlled by the total amount of light from

the bulb divided by the surface area of the sphere, the light per unit area. The surface area

of a sphere is

A = 4πr2 , (6.6)

where r is its radius. Thus, the light per unit area for the two sphere is

L

A1

=
L

4πr2
1

,
L

A2

=
L

4πr2
2

, (6.7)

where L is a measure of the total amount of light from the bulb. Because r2 > r1, the light

per unit area for sphere 2 is smaller than for sphere 1, so you perceive the light in that case

as dimmer. Note that the perceived brightness follows an inverse square law: if the radius

of the sphere doubles, the perceived brightness decreases by a factor of four.

Now, let’s take this observation to understand gravity. Our universe with mass 1 and

mass 2 is still three-dimensional, and as we have emphasized throughout this class, forces

always have some agent. Let’s hypothesize that this agent for gravity is similar to the light

from the bulb. That is, the total effect of gravity from mass m1 is constant and only depends

on properties of mass m1. However, the density of the agent that exerts gravitational force

on mass m2, like the light, would decrease like 1/r2. Thus, with this hypothesis, the force of

gravity would also follow an inverse square law:

Fg,12(r,m1,m2) =
1

r2
M(m1,m2) , (6.8)



95 6.1. Derivation of Universal Gravitation

where M(m1,m2) is a function purely of the masses m1,m2.

Again, in science we don’t need to answer “why?” for every question to make progress.

We can hypothesize and test our hypothesis and learn something about the universe. We

don’t need to answer the question of what the gravitational force agent is to test our theory

of gravity.

6.1.3 Linearity in Masses

Now, let’s figure out the mass dependence of the gravitational force. We use the equivalence

principle, so gravitational mass and inertial mass are equivalent and just “mass.” Mass is a

measure of how much “stuff” an object is constructed from (I don’t know what “stuff” is,

however). So, we will answer the question of how the amount of stuff affects gravity.

To proceed, we will additionally assume that the effects of gravity are linear: that is, the

net gravitational force on an object by two objects is simply the sum of individual forces.

We will use this in a second. First, let’s imagine that m2 = m1 = m, some basic unit of

mass. Then, from what we have constructed above, the gravitational force in this case is
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) Fg,12 =
M(m, m)
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Now, let’s imagine making m1 = 2m, keeping m2 = m. We can visualize this as
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where we have imagined putting two blocks of mass m each at the location 1. By linearity

of gravity, to find the force on mass 2, we can sum together the gravitational forces of the

blocks individually:

Fg,12 =
M(m,m)

r2
+
M(m,m)

r2
=

2M(m,m)

r2
. (6.9)
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Note that we don’t have to worry about vector addition because we assume that the blocks

are at the same point.

Continuing, let’s imagine that m1 = 3m and m2 = 2m:
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Using the linearity of gravity, what is the force on m2?

(a) Fg,12 = 3M(m,m)
r2

(b) Fg,12 = 6M(m,m)
r2

(c) Fg,12 = 2M(m,m)
r2

If m1 = 3m and m2 = 2m, then there are a total of 6 pairs of masses in which one comes

from m1 and the other in the pair comes from m2. 6 is simply the product of the relative

masses of m1 and m2:

m1

m

m2

m
=

3m

m

2m

m
= 6 . (6.10)

So, generalizing, if m1 = N1m and m2 = N2m, where N1 and N2 are positive numbers, the

gravitational force on mass 2 is

Fg,12 =
N1N2M(m,m)

r2
, (6.11)

or we can express it as

Fg,12 =
GNm1m2

r2
, (6.12)

proportional to the product of masses m1 and m2.

GN is a constant of proportionality, called Newton’s constant, to ensure that units are

correct. With force having units of kg m/s2, the units of GN are

[GN ] =

[
Fr2

m2

]
= MLT−2L2M−2 = M−1L3T−2 , (6.13)
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or in SI, [GN ] = kg−1m3s−2. Thus, the force vector between two masses is

~Fg,12 = −GNm1m2

r2
r̂ . (6.14)

This is called Newton’s universal law of gravitation. The value of Newton’s constant is

GN = 6.67× 10−11 kg−1m3s−2, and this sets the strength of the gravitational force between

two masses. If this value were larger, the force would be larger, and if it were smaller, the

force would be smaller. The fact that it is of order 10−11 in SI units means that the strength

of gravity is very weak. The entire mass of the Earth pulls you down, but you can still jump

up, off Earth, using your measly legs!

6.2 Gravitational Potential Energy

Let’s now move on to studying gravitational force in another way, to expose the energy that

it can store. This will also segue into one of the most mysterious objects in the universe.

Let’s attempt to address the question of how much energy it would take to blow up the

Earth? Now, this isn’t some fatalistic take on today’s society, we want to determine the

amount of energy it takes to completely pull apart every rock, every atom of Earth. Earth

is held together through the gravitational force of its constituents, so to pull Earth apart,

we need to do work against gravity to do this. Note that the range of the gravitational force

is infinite: as long as the distance r between to massive objects is not infinite (r <∞), then

their gravitational force is non-zero. So, to completely blow up the Earth, we need to pull

all of its atoms apart an infinite distance from one another. This is a really tall task, so we

will simplify our picture of the Earth to analyze this.

Our model of the Earth will be the following: two masses m1 and m2 separated by

distance r:
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Okay, okay, so not very realistic. However, if r is about the radius of Earth and m1 and m2

are about half the mass of Earth, then by analyzing this system, we will be able to determine



Chapter 6. Gravitation 98

how much energy it would take to break Earth in two pieces. If we did that, I might claim

victory.

Okay, to separate the masses, we need to do work against the force of gravity. What we

will imagine doing is pulling mass m2 from a separation of r with mass m1 to a separation

of∞. We will just pull mass m2 to the right to do this, which is opposite to the direction of

gravitational force:
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~Fpull

If we pull such thatm2 travels at a constant velocity, then |~Fpull| = |~Fg|, and we can determine

how much work we would need to do to accomplish this. We do work from a distance r to

a distance ∞, pulling in the direction of motion with a force equal in magnitude to the

gravitational force. That is, the work we need to do to separate the masses is

W =

∫ ∞
r

~Fpull · d~r′ =
∫ ∞
r

|~Fg| dr′ =
∫ ∞
r

GNm1m2

r′2
dr′ = −GNm1m2

r′

∣∣∣∣∞
r

(6.15)

=
GNm1m2

r
.

To do the integral of dx/x2, note that the derivative of 1/x is

d

dx

1

x
=

d

dx
x−1 = −x−2 . (6.16)

Therefore, the anti-derivative of x−2 is −x−1. The work we had to do to separate the masses

is still proportional to the product of their masses, but now only inversely proportional to

their initial separation. The closer they are initially, the harder it is (the more work we have

to do) to separate them.

Now, gravity is a conservative force as we discussed, so if we did this much work, then the

opposite of this was initially stored as potential energy. That is, the gravitational potential

energy of two masses m1 and m2 separated by distance r is

U = −GNm1m2

r
. (6.17)

Note the − sign: it takes energy from us to separate the masses. With this gravitational

potential energy, we can do everything we usually do with energy. And, remember, energy is
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a scalar (it has no direction), so it is easy to find total energies of multiple masses interacting

gravitationally: we simply sum them up.

6.2.1 Escape Velocity

A related question to blowing up Earth is the following. How fast would you have to

throw a ball upward, away from Earth, such that the ball ended up traveling an infinite

distance from Earth? Within the context of our old model of gravity as a constant force,

this was impossible, because constant force means eternally non-zero acceleration, so any

finite velocity would eventually stop and reverse. For inverse-square gravity, we can travel

fast enough to get out of the gravitational pull of Earth. We say that we have “escaped

Earth’s gravity” and the initial velocity needed to do this is called the escape velocity.

To determine the escape velocity, we are going back to our model of two masses m1 and

m2. Now, however, we are going to give mass m2 an initial velocity ~v pointed away from

mass m1:
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~v

How large must |~v| be for m2 to escape m1’s gravity? We can solve this with conservation

of energy. Initially, the masses have a gravitational potential energy of

Ui = −GNm1m2

r
, (6.18)

and the mass m2 has kinetic energy

Ki =
1

2
m2v

2 . (6.19)

The total initial energy of the system is then

Etot = Ui +Ki = −GNm1m2

r
+

1

2
m2v

2 . (6.20)

Now, when m2 has escaped m1, it is infinitely far away, so there is no gravitational

potential energy, Uf = 0. Further, if mass m2 juuuuust makes it out there, its final kinetic
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energy is 0 (no velocity). That is, the final total energy is 0, Etot = 0. Setting initial and

final energies equal, we have

−GNm1m2

r
+

1

2
m2v

2 = 0 , (6.21)

or, solving for v, we find

v =

√
2GNm1

r
≡ vesc , (6.22)

where vesc is the escape velocity. Setting the mass m1 = MEarth and r = REarth, the escape

velocity from the surface of the Earth is

vesc =

√
2GNMEarth

REarth

≈
√

2 · 6.67× 10−11 · 6× 1024

6× 106
m/s ≈ 12 km/s ≈ 25, 000 mph . (6.23)

Note that escape velocity depends on the initial distance from the gravitating object.

What we derived above was the escape velocity from Earth’s surface. If you are farther

away from Earth when you start, then the velocity you need to escape Earth’s gravity is

correspondingly less. For example, the probes Voyagers 1 and 2 were launched from Earth

in the 1970s with speeds much less than what would be needed to escape the gravitational

force of the Sun, from a radius of the orbit of Earth. As they traveled through the solar

system, they were able to get energy kicks from orbits around Jupiter, which pushed their

velocities past the escape velocity of the Sun, at a radius of Jupiter’s orbit. Voyagers 1 and

2 are just two of only five artificial objects that have attained solar escape velocity and have

left the solar system.

6.2.2 Black Holes

For the last part of this chapter, let’s throw this escape velocity idea on its head. While

not a topic for this class, you might know that the speed of light in vacuum is an ultimate,

universal speed limit. Nothing can travel faster than light. The speed of light is typically

denoted as c and in SI units is

c = 3× 108 m/s . (6.24)

Imagine that there was a massive object whose escape velocity was c = vesc. This would
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mean that not even light, traveling as fast as possible, could ever escape the gravitational pull

of the object. I should also say that the manipulations I am going to do now are questionable,

but give the right answer, so we will use them to provide insight into properties of such a

massive body. Let’s say this massive body has mass M and radius R, and we assume that

its escape velocity from its surface (at radius R) is c. That is,

c =

√
2GNM

R
. (6.25)

We can solve this instead for escape velocity c, for the radius R, where

R =
2GNM

c2
. (6.26)

The interpretation of this distance is the following. If a mass M is entirely contained within

a sphere of radius

R =
2GNM

c2
, (6.27)

then the escape velocity from the surface of that sphere is the speed of light, c. As not even

light can escape this mass, it is called a “black hole,” a term introduced by John Wheeler.

This point should be emphasized. There is no black hole at the center of the Earth,

because all of Earth’s mass is not concentrated there. This radius for a given mass M is

called its “Schwarzschild radius,” after Karl Schwarzschild, a German physicist who first

derived it, literally in the foxholes of World War I. For the Earth’s mass of 6 × 1024 kg, its

Schwarzschild radius would be

Rsch =
2GNMEarth

c2
≈ 9 mm . (6.28)

That is, if all of Earth’s mass were contained within a sphere of radius 9 mm, then it would

form a black hole. You could hold it in your hand, but the gravitational force would be so

strong you would quickly be sucked into it!
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Chapter 7

Momentum

We will leave gravitation for now, and introduce another conservation law. Let’s start with

Newton’s second law for a single object or particle of mass m:

~Fnet = m~a . (7.1)

Now, as a single entity, we are also going to imagine that the mass cannot change, that is,

the object can’t gain or lose mass. Parts of it can’t fall off and nothing can stick to it. With

this assumption, we can re-express Newton’s second law as

~Fnet = m~a = m
d2~x

dt2
=

d

dt

(
m
d~x

dt

)
=

d

dt
(m~v) ≡ d~p

dt
. (7.2)

We call ~p the momentum of the object, but for now it is simply a placeholder name for the

quantity m~v = ~p.

7.1 Conservation of Momentum

Written in this form, however, Newton’s second law has a nice interpretation: if ~Fnet = 0,

then the time derivative of momentum ~p is 0, or that momentum does not change in time.

That is, if ~Fnet = 0, then the particle’s momentum is conserved. While this sounds profound,

at this stage it is nothing more than the statement that if there are no forces, then there is

no acceleration, so the particle’s velocity is unchanged in time.
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7.1.1 Impulse

Just like we did when introducing work and energy, we can anti-differentiate Newton’s second

law to determine the change in momentum from a force that acts over time. Recall that

work is from a force that acts over a distance, while we call impulse the effect of force acting

over time. We can integrate Newton’s law over time:∫ t2

t1

d~p

dt
dt =

∫ t2

t1

~Fnet dt = ∆~p , (7.3)

where ∆~p is the change in the momentum from time t1 to time t2:

∆~p = ~p(t2)− ~p(t1) . (7.4)

We might call this the “impulse-momentum theorem,” in analogy to the work-energy theo-

rem, but that is not typically used.

One final point before moving on is that as we are currently considering a localized,

isolated object, we imagine that it effectively has no extent. On a free-body diagram, it is

but a point, so all of its mass m is localized at its position ~x. The point at which mass is or

can be integrated to be localized is called the center-of-mass of the system. We’ll need this

idea shortly.

7.1.2 Systems of Particles and Center-of-Mass

Okay, enough of one particle, let’s imagine we have a system of two particles of mass m1

and m2 and we want to determine that system’s dynamics with Newton’s second law. The

set-up is
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~v2

and we give the masses some velocities ~v1 and ~v2. We can write down Newton’s second law

for each mass individually, where

~Fnet,1 =
d~p1

dt
, ~Fnet,2 =

d~p2

dt
. (7.5)
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Note that the net forces on mass 1 may include forces exerted by mass 2, and vice-versa, if,

for example, gravity is a relevant force. However, by Newton’s third law, every force that 2

exerts on 1 has an equal and opposite partner of 1 exerted on 2. So, if we consider the total

system of masses 1 and 2 together, then the only forces that affect the system are external

to the two masses:

~Fext =
d

dt
(~p1 + ~p2) = ~Fnet,1 + ~Fnet,2 . (7.6)

Apparently, if there are no external forces, then the sum of the particle momenta is conserved.

Forces only exerted between the particles do not affect the total momentum, by Newton’s

third law.

Let’s keep going and attempt to interpret what the sum of momentum is. Again, assuming

for simplicity that the individual particle masses are constant, we have

~p1 + ~p2 = m1~v1 +m2~v2 =
d

dt
(m1~x1 +m2~x2) . (7.7)

Then, the term in parentheses is the mass-weighted position of the particles. Apparently,

if there are no external forces, then there is no acceleration of this mass weighted position.

Let’s go a bit farther, multiplying and dividing by the total mass:

~p1 + ~p2 = (m1 +m2)
d

dt

(
m1~x1 +m2~x2

m1 +m2

)
. (7.8)

Now, the quantity on the right is called the center-of-mass and is the location at which

all of the mass of the system can be imagined to be localized, for the purpose of where the

external forces act. We denote this is

~xcm ≡
m1~x1 +m2~x2

m1 +m2

. (7.9)

Note that if m1 → 0, then all of the mass is confined to be at mass 2, so ~xcm = ~x2 (and

similar if m2 = 0). So, another way to express the sum of momentum of the two particles is:

~p1 + ~p2 = (m1 +m2)
d~xcm

dt
= (m1 +m2)~vcm , (7.10)

where ~vcm is the velocity of the center-of-mass. Then, Newton’s second law can be re-
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expressed as

~Fext = (m1 +m2)~acm , (7.11)

where ~acm is the acceleration of the center-of-mass. That is, if there are no external forces,

then the center-of-mass does not accelerate.

For a system of many particles, the story is the same, we just need to sum over all of

their individual momenta. In that case, Newton’s second law for a system of n particles is

~Fext = ~acm

n∑
i=1

mi =
d

dt

(
n∑
i=1

~pi

)
, (7.12)

where

n∑
i=1

mi = m1 +m2 + · · ·+mn ,
n∑
i=1

~pi = ~p1 + ~p2 + · · · ~pn . (7.13)

We believe that there is nothing external to our universe, so necessarily there are no net

external forces on our universe, ~Fext,universe = 0. This then implies that the sum of the

momenta of all particles in the universe is conserved, unchanging in time.

Now, to say that the center-of-mass does not accelerate does not mean that individual

particles cannot move when there are no external forces. For example, let’s consider a couple

different configurations of particles. First, let’s assume that masses m1 and m2 are identical

and equal to m. What is the velocity of the center-of-mass if ~x1(t) = −~x2(t), for all t? Well,

we find this by simply plugging this into the expression for the center-of-mass:

~xcm =
m~x1 +m~x2

m+m
=

1

2
(~x1 + (−~x1)) = 0 . (7.14)

The masses can move, but the center-of-mass does not. An example of such a system would

be two masses connected by a (massless) spring:

<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

<latexit sha1_base64="r6olBFY4nIrDJ2gU4SV9goCWpBM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1Fip6Q3KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHM0gilYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZKmmE2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVLWnIQv09kdFI62kU2M6ImrFe9ebif14vNWHNz7hMUoOSLReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kDeomMtA==</latexit>

1
<latexit sha1_base64="kg0FFV3VrjOJfFbfbwLe9s1DzQc=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR2aGBkdnYzM2tCNnyBFw8a49VP8ubfOMAeFKykk0pVd7q7glhwbVz328ltbe/s7uX3CweHR8cnxdOzto4SxbDFIhGpbkA1Ci6xZbgR2I0V0jAQ2Ammdwu/84RK80g+mFmMfkjHko84o8ZKzcqgWHLL7hJkk3gZKUGGxqD41R9GLAlRGiao1j3PjY2fUmU4Ezgv9BONMWVTOsaepZKGqP10eeicXFllSEaRsiUNWaq/J1Iaaj0LA9sZUjPR695C/M/rJWZU81Mu48SgZKtFo0QQE5HF12TIFTIjZpZQpri9lbAJVZQZm03BhuCtv7xJ2pWyd1OuNqulei2LIw8XcAnX4MEt1OEeGtACBgjP8ApvzqPz4rw7H6vWnJPNnMMfOJ8/fA2MtQ==</latexit>

2
<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

We can compress the spring and the masses will just oscillate back and forth, with ~x1(t) =

−~x2(t), but won’t be drifting anywhere in space. Correspondingly, if the center-of-mass

doesn’t move, then the net momentum is 0.
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7.1.3 Spatial Translation Symmetry

While this configuration had no net momentum of the center-of-mass, we had discussed some

time ago that there is no such thing as absolute velocity, so we could imagine this mass-

spring system moving by at constant velocity and there still be no net forces. However, now

in this case there would be a non-zero momentum of the system because the center-of-mass

moves. This observation connects to the Noether’s theorem interpretation of momentum.

If there are no external forces on our system, then the net momentum of the system

is conserved. By Noether’s theorem, if momentum is conserved, then there should be a

corresponding symmetry under which the system of objects/particles is unchanged. As

discussed, the net momentum of a system is intimately related to the motion of its center-

of-mass, ~xcm. The center-of-mass is some position in space and to move the center-of-mass

requires spatial translation. For example, if the center-of-mass is initially at ~xcm = (1 m)̂ı

and we want to move it to ~xcm = (2 m)̂ı, then we need to translate one meter to the right.

We know how to do this translation: we simply give the system a non-zero momentum and

the center-of-mass will move. The statement of conservation of momentum means that, by

Noether’s theorem, we can more the center-of-mass anywhere, and the physics of the system

is unchanged. That is, if our system is invariant (= unchanged) to any spatial translation,

then total momentum is conserved. This is, correspondingly, Noether’s theorem for spatial

translations.

Momentum conservation, like energy conservation, is typically much easier and more

useful to directly use than Newton’s second law to analyze the dynamics of a system. When

only internal forces are relevant, i.e., force between objects in the system and no forces from

the outside, momentum is conserved, and this is typically what is relevant for collisions

analysis. Indeed, in my research which studies the collisions of protons at high energies,

momentum conservation is extremely important for constraining the physics that may have

been produced. We’ll discuss more about collisions soon.

We argued that if energy is conserved, the laws of physics are independent of time.

Correspondingly, if momentum is conserved then the laws of physics are independent of

spatial position. Independence of time or position means that the derivative of the laws of

physics with respect to these quantities is zero. Let’s denote the laws of physics compactly

as S. Conservation of energy means that

d

dt
S = 0 , (7.15)
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and conservation of the momentum vector means that

d

dx
S =

d

dy
S =

d

dz
S = 0 . (7.16)

“Laws of physics” isn’t just a simple function, as S must encode the motion and interactions

of all particles in the universe. As such, S is a function of all the particles’ trajectories,

which are themselves functions of t, x, y, and z. We refer to S as the action and it is not

just a function, but a functional. The statement that, for example, dS/dt = 0 means that

the value of the action, as encoding the laws of physics, is independent of when in time all

particle trajectories are measured from.

7.2 Collisions

We’ve now introduced conservation laws for energy and momentum, which, by Noether’s

theorem, correspond to symmetries under temporal and spatial translations, respectively.

These conservation laws are especially useful for analyzing collisions to two objects, such as

two balls, cars, bouncing a ball on the ground, an asteroid hitting a planet, two galaxies

colliding, etc. Sorry for getting a bit carried away, but collisions are a very general physical

phenomena, occurring essentially in any imaginable physical system. It’s amazing that the

very simple, yet enormously profound, ideas of conservation of energy and momentum are

basically all we need to completely analyze any collision. Further, only using the principles

of conservation of energy and momentum to analyze any collision is an extremely strong test

of those fundamental ideas.

7.2.1 Elastic and Inelastic Collisions

So, with that prologue, it is useful for us to determine a taxonomy of different types of

collisions, based on the relevant conservation laws. To set up, we will imagine colliding two

objects of masses m1 and m2 with initial velocities ~vi,1 and ~vi,2
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~vi,2

Then, the masses collide, and after the collision, the masses have velocities ~vf,1 and ~vf,2
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~vf,1

First, as we have just discussed, if only forces internal to the mass 1–mass 2 system act on

the masses, then momentum is conserved:

~Fext = 0 ⇒ m1~vi,1 +m2~vi,2 = m1~vf,1 +m2~vf,2 . (7.17)

Energy is always conserved, but the expression of energy might be useless or irrelevant for

the collision of the masses (sound, heat, etc.). So, constraining to useful forms of energy,

potential and kinetic, kinetic energy is conserved in the collision if only conservative forces

act on the masses:

~Fnon-cons = 0 ⇒ 1

2
m1v

2
i,1 +

1

2
m2v

2
i,2 =

1

2
m1v

2
f,1 +

1

2
m2v

2
f,2 . (7.18)

Now, we can consider the four possible force combinations and give names to different types

of collisions:

~Fnon-cons = 0 ~Fnon-cons 6= 0

~Fext = 0
Momentum & Kinetic Energy Conserved

“Elastic Collision”

Momentum Conserved

“Inelastic Collision”

~Fext 6= 0 Kinetic Energy Conserved
Neither Momentum nor

Kinetic Energy Conserved

For analyzing a collision system, it just requires you to determine the relevant forces of

the system to determine which conservation laws to use. We will mostly focus on elastic and

inelastic collisions in this part of the course, as we are currently interested in momentum

conservation. However, with Newton’s second law or just conservation of energy, we had

analyzed collisions of the ~Fext 6= 0 type in previous lectures. For example, if friction is a

relevant force, it is external to the colliding objects and non-conservative, but we know how

to deal with it.

7.2.2 K-T Extinction Event

Let’s now take these ideas and analyze a particularly profound collision event in the history

of Earth: the Cretaceous-Paleogene extinction event or the Cretaceous-Tertiary extinction



Chapter 7. Momentum 110

(K-T) that eliminated more than about 75% of extant life on Earth. The current widely

accepted theory1 for this mass extinction event was the impact of an asteroid at what is now

the Yucatán peninsula about 66 million years ago, called the Chicxulub crater.

We will use the ideas of momentum conservation, energy conservation, and our theory

of gravitation to determine the energy released by the asteroid’s impact on Earth. Initially,

before impact, the Earth and asteroid are in space as such:
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~vi,E = 0

We will assume that the Earth is at rest with respect to the space in which the collision

occurs (the solar system). This is of course not strictly true, because the Earth is orbiting

the sun, but we can imagine that the velocity of the asteroid is perpendicular to the velocity

of Earth (i.e., radial toward the sun), so Earth’s velocity is not relevant for the collision.

With this set-up, the initial momentum of the Earth-asteroid system is

~pi = ~pi,E + ~pi,A = mA~vi,A , (7.19)

and the initial kinetic energy is

Ki = Ki,E +Ki,A =
1

2
mAv

2
i,A . (7.20)

Now, what happens after the collision? The asteroid becomes embedded in the Earth, as

such

1Luis W. Alvarez et al., “Extraterrestrial Cause for the Cretaceous-Tertiary Extinction”, Science 208,
1095-1108 (1980); Smit, J., Hertogen, J., “An extraterrestrial event at the Cretaceous-Tertiary boundary”,
Nature 285, 198-200 (1980).
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~vf

and now the Earth and asteroid travel with a common velocity ~vf .

Because the asteroid is stuck to Earth, there must be some “sticky” force responsible for

attaching the asteroid to the Earth. This sticky force is entirely internal to Earth and the

asteroid, and there are no relevant external forces present, so, by our taxonomy, momentum

of the Earth-asteroid system is conserved. That is, the final momentum is

~pf = ~pf,E + ~pf,A = (mE +mA)~vf = mA~vi , (7.21)

where we have simply called ~vi,A ≡ ~vi.
In contrast with momentum conservation, the sticky force is not conservative, as there is

no well-defined potential energy ascribable to the sticky force. This is exactly analogous to

the real, familiar force of sticky tape: it is definitely a force as it can accelerate objects or

support them against gravity, but has no potential energy, in the same way that friction does

not. Therefore, kinetic energy is not conserved in this collision. However, it will be useful

later to determine how much kinetic energy was lost, so we can evaluate the final kinetic

energy as

Kf = Kf,E +Kf,A =
1

2
(mE +mA)v2

f . (7.22)

To continue, we will assume that the collision only happens in one dimension, so we can

drop the vectors in conservation of momentum. Then, the final velocity of the Earth-asteroid

system is

(mE +mA)vf = mAvi ⇒ vf =
mA

mE +mA

vi . (7.23)

Then, the final kinetic energy of the Earth-Asteroid system is

Kf =
1

2
(mE +mA)v2

f =
1

2

m2
A

mE +mA

v2
i . (7.24)
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From one perspective, we are done: given the masses of the Earth and the asteroid and the

initial velocity of the asteroid, we can determine the final velocity of the system. However,

I want to go further. Because the “sticky” force that embeds the asteroid in Earth is

non-conservative, kinetic energy from the asteroid initially is lost in the collision, as heat,

explosion of rock, deafening sound, etc. So, how much energy is released in this asteroid

collision?

The energy released in the collision is simply the difference between the initial and final

kinetic energies of the system:

Erel = Ki −Kf =
1

2
mav

2
i −

1

2

m2
A

mA +mE

v2
i =

1

2

mEmA

mE +mA

v2
i . (7.25)

The mass factor that appears in the final expression for the energy released is called the

reduced mass and is denoted as

µ ≡ mEmA

mE +mA

. (7.26)

So, we can equivalently write the released energy as

Erel =
1

2

mEmA

mE +mA

v2
i =

mE

mE +mA

· 1

2
mAv

2
i =

mE

mE +mA

Ki , (7.27)

where Ki is the initial kinetic energy of the asteroid.

What could this kinetic energy be, or rather, where did the astroid get this kinetic energy

from? From the gravitational force of the Sun on the asteroid! To estimate the kinetic energy

of the asteroid right before it hit Earth, let’s imagine that it started from rest very far away

from the Sun. Then, its initial energy would be 0: no kinetic energy and no gravitational

potential energy. However, right before it hit Earth, it would have gained kinetic energy

from losing gravitational potential energy by getting closer to the Sun. Its total energy must

still be 0, and so

Ug +Ki = 0 = −GNM�mA

rE�
+

1

2
mAv

2
i , (7.28)

or that the initial kinetic energy is

Ki =
1

2
mAv

2
i =

GNM�mA

rE�
, (7.29)
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where M� is the mass of the sun and rE� is the radius of Earth’s orbit around the Sun. So,

the energy released by the asteroid hitting Earth is

Erel =
mE

mE +mA

GNM�mA

rE�
. (7.30)

Now, we need to estimate the mass of the asteroid, mA. It is estimated that the diameter

of the asteroid, inferred from the Chicxulub crater’s size, was about 10 km. This is about a

factor of 1000 times smaller than the size of the Earth. The amount of mass (= stuff) in an

object is determined by its volume, which is proportional to the cube of the diameter. So,

if the asteroid has a diameter that is a thousand times smaller than Earth, then its volume

is smaller by the cube of this, or a factor of one billion. So, we estimate the mass of the

asteroid to be a billion times smaller than the mass of the Earth,

mA ≈ 10−9mE . (7.31)

With this identification, the ratio factor in front of the released energy is very nearly just 1:

mE

mE +mA

=
1

1 + mA
mE

≈ 1

1 + 10−9
= 1− 10−9 + · · · , (7.32)

using the binomial expansion. So, for our estimate, we will just set it to 1.

The energy released by the asteroid is then

Erel ≈
GNM�mA

rE�
, (7.33)

where the values of the factors in this expression are:

GN = 6.67× 10−11 kg−1m3s−2 , M� = 2× 1030 kg , (7.34)

mA ≈ 10−9mE ≈ 6× 1015 kg , rE� = 1.5× 1011 m . (7.35)

Plugging in these numbers, we find that the energy released in the asteroid collision to be

Erel ≈ 5× 1024 J . (7.36)

This is an exceedingly large amount of energy, enough to wipe out most life on Earth. It is

estimated that Mt. St. Helens released about 1018 J of energy in its explosion in 1980. The
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asteroid that created the Chicxulub crater would have been like a million Mt. St. Helens

events simultaneously.

7.3 Conservation Laws in Multiple Dimensions

We will continue our discussion of momentum conservation, focusing on momentum conser-

vation in multiple dimensions. Again, for a system of n particles or objects, we can write

Newton’s second law in terms of momentum as

~Fext =
d

dt

n∑
i=1

~pi =
d

dt
(~p1 + ~p2 + · · ·+ ~pn) , (7.37)

where ~pi is the momentum of particle i and ~Fext is the sum of forces external to the n

particles. If there is no relevant net external force, then the time derivative of the sum of

momentum is 0:

~Fext = 0 =
d

dt

n∑
i=1

~pi , (7.38)

or that the sum of momentum is conserved, unchanged, in time:

n∑
i=1

~pi = constant . (7.39)

This is a vector equation, so the sum of each component is conserved individually if
~Fext = 0:

n∑
i=1

~pi,z = constant ,
n∑
i=1

~pi,y = constant ,
n∑
i=1

~pi,z = constant , (7.40)

where pi,x, pi,y, and pi,z are the x-, y-, and z- components of the momentum of particle i,

respectively. We had previously exploited momentum conservation to analyze collisions that

exclusively occurred in one dimension; in this lecture, we will study the constraints that

momentum conservation in two dimensions imposes on systems with multiple particles. We

will focus on two dimensions rather than three dimensions because going to three dimensions

mostly just adds complication and additional bookeeping.
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7.3.1 Simple Model of Neutron Decay

To set the stage for this lecture, I’d like to study the physics of the Reed reactor. How many

of you work at the reactor, or are in training? How many of you even applied to Reed in

part because of the reactor? How many of you are familiar with the reactor at all? Like

any nuclear reactor, the Reed reactor is powered at its core by a radioactive element that

decays to other particles after a characteristic time called the half-life. The Reed reactor

uses plutonium as its core, but the amount of plutonium is tiny and is much too small to

output a useful amount of energy, or to ever be a threat to campus. Nevertheless, there is

very interesting physics in nuclear decays, and in this lecture, we will explore one aspect

through momentum conservation.

A complete, or even simply honest, discussion of nuclear decay requires concepts of both

special relativity and quantum mechanics, but we’ll be able to simplify our discussion enough

to not need their details. Fundamentally, nuclear decay is a consequence of the decay of the

neutron, one of the constituents of atomic nuclei, along with protons. A neutron is observed

to decay to a proton and an electron, and we denote this decay as

n→ p+ + e− , (7.41)

where we denote the neutron as n, the proton as p+, and the electron is e−. The superscripts

denote the electric charge of the proton and electron; the neutron is electrically neutral.

You’ll be introduced to these concepts in the course next semester. In addition to the

neutron producing a proton and an electron, kinetic energy is also produced that pushes the

proton and electron apart. Let’s call this kinetic energy ∆K. So, our model for neutron

decay is the following. We initially have a neutron hanging out in space at rest, ~v = 0:
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As a model for decay and kinetic energy release, we imagine that there is a little time bomb

in the neutron:

<latexit sha1_base64="LX+EF1hJoTM7IXBlkX3ctNzA3po=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB1v2M8Q==</latexit>n

After the half-life of the neutron elapses, about ten minutes, there is a 50% chance that the

neutron decays and a 50% chance that it does not:
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<latexit sha1_base64="LX+EF1hJoTM7IXBlkX3ctNzA3po=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB1v2M8Q==</latexit>n

<latexit sha1_base64="LX+EF1hJoTM7IXBlkX3ctNzA3po=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB1v2M8Q==</latexit>n

<latexit sha1_base64="j6vJ9NRHTUkdKOaQo8vdIhI4M3E=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoMgCGFXguYY8OIxonlAsobZSW8yZHZ2mZkVQsgnePGgiFe/yJt/4yTZgyYWNBRV3XR3BYng2rjut5NbW9/Y3MpvF3Z29/YPiodHTR2nimGDxSJW7YBqFFxiw3AjsJ0opFEgsBWMbmZ+6wmV5rF8MOME/YgOJA85o8ZK98njRa9YcsvuHGSVeBkpQYZ6r/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjD+hynAmcFrophoTykZ0gB1LJY1Q+5P5qVNyZpU+CWNlSxoyV39PTGik9TgKbGdEzVAvezPxP6+TmrDqT7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/SZ8rZEaMLaFMcXsrYUOqKDM2nYINwVt+eZU0L8veVblyVynVqlkceTiBUzgHD66hBrdQhwYwGMAzvMKbI5wX5935WLTmnGzmGP7A+fwB9MCNkA==</latexit>

p+ <latexit sha1_base64="m98jBMjkK222pLLWi3jU9OhesdY=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgxbArQXMMePEY0TwgWcPspDcZMju7zMwKIeQTvHhQxKtf5M2/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGNzO/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOle3y86BVLbtmdg6wSLyMlyFDvFb+6/ZilEUrDBNW647mJ8SdUGc4ETgvdVGNC2YgOsGOppBFqfzI/dUrOrNInYaxsSUPm6u+JCY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyb+53VSE1b9CZdJalCyxaIwFcTEZPY36XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcamU7AheMsvr5LmZdm7KlfuKqVaNYsjDydwCufgwTXU4Bbq0AAGA3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9ack80cwx84nz/nBo2H</latexit>

e�
<latexit sha1_base64="Vh+DRiTx01VbHCLW+y2QNko3194=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoMgCGFXguYY8OIxAfOAZAmzk04yZnZ2mZkVwpIv8OJBEa9+kjf/xkmyB00saCiquunuCmLBtXHdbye3sbm1vZPfLeztHxweFY9PWjpKFMMmi0SkOgHVKLjEpuFGYCdWSMNAYDuY3M399hMqzSP5YKYx+iEdST7kjBorNa76xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1PvFr94gYkmI0jBBte56bmz8lCrDmcBZoZdojCmb0BF2LZU0RO2ni0Nn5MIqAzKMlC1pyEL9PZHSUOtpGNjOkJqxXvXm4n9eNzHDqp9yGScGJVsuGiaCmIjMvyYDrpAZMbWEMsXtrYSNqaLM2GwKNgRv9eV10rouezflSqNSqlWzOPJwBudwCR7cQg3uoQ5NYIDwDK/w5jw6L86787FszTnZzCn8gfP5A3FxjK4=</latexit>

+
<latexit sha1_base64="Vh+DRiTx01VbHCLW+y2QNko3194=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoMgCGFXguYY8OIxAfOAZAmzk04yZnZ2mZkVwpIv8OJBEa9+kjf/xkmyB00saCiquunuCmLBtXHdbye3sbm1vZPfLeztHxweFY9PWjpKFMMmi0SkOgHVKLjEpuFGYCdWSMNAYDuY3M399hMqzSP5YKYx+iEdST7kjBorNa76xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1PvFr94gYkmI0jBBte56bmz8lCrDmcBZoZdojCmb0BF2LZU0RO2ni0Nn5MIqAzKMlC1pyEL9PZHSUOtpGNjOkJqxXvXm4n9eNzHDqp9yGScGJVsuGiaCmIjMvyYDrpAZMbWEMsXtrYSNqaLM2GwKNgRv9eV10rouezflSqNSqlWzOPJwBudwCR7cQg3uoQ5NYIDwDK/w5jw6L86787FszTnZzCn8gfP5A3FxjK4=</latexit>

+
<latexit sha1_base64="r9CwVKXQFL8weg3nknd1tNA9+Uw=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDehC8RDAPSJYwO+lNhszOrjOzQgj5CS8eFPHq73jzb5wke9DEgoaiqpvuriARXBvX/XZya+sbm1v57cLO7t7+QfHwqKnjVDFssFjEqh1QjYJLbBhuBLYThTQKBLaC0fXMbz2h0jyWD2acoB/RgeQhZ9RYqd29QWEouesVS27ZnYOsEi8jJchQ7xW/uv2YpRFKwwTVuuO5ifEnVBnOBE4L3VRjQtmIDrBjqaQRan8yv3dKzqzSJ2GsbElD5urviQmNtB5Hge2MqBnqZW8m/ud1UhNW/QmXSWpQssWiMBXExGT2POlzhcyIsSWUKW5vJWxIFWXGRlSwIXjLL6+S5kXZuyxX7iulWjWLIw8ncArn4MEV1OAW6tAABgKe4RXenEfnxXl3PhatOSebOYY/cD5/AFE9j3o=</latexit>

�K

If the neutron decayed, then this model/hypothesis for neutron decays makes concrete pre-

dictions for the kinetic energy of the electron that we can test in experiment.

If the neutron is at rest when it decays, then it has no momentum. The decay/explosion

of the neutron into a proton and electron exclusively involves forces internal to the pro-

ton/electron system, so momentum is conserved. This means that the sum of proton and

electron momentum is 0:

mp~vp +me~ve = 0 . (7.42)

As mentioned earlier, we will study this decay in two dimensions, so we can write this out

in components as

mpvp,x +meve,x = 0 , mpvp,y +meve,y = 0 . (7.43)

Further, the neutron decay produces a kinetic energy of ∆K, carried by the proton and

electron. This means that

∆K =
1

2
mpv

2
p +

1

2
mev

2
e =

1

2
mp

(
v2
p,x + v2

p,y

)
+

1

2
me

(
v2
e,x + v2

e,y

)
, (7.44)

where we have written the kinetic energy out in components on the right. Now, we would

like to massage these equations to determine the energy of the electron individually.

The first thing that we note is that, although we have expressed momentum and energy

with both components of the proton’s and electron’s velocity vectors, we can set one of the

components to 0. Momentum conservation requires that the velocities of the proton and

electron are back-to-back

<latexit sha1_base64="LX+EF1hJoTM7IXBlkX3ctNzA3po=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB1v2M8Q==</latexit>n
<latexit sha1_base64="j6vJ9NRHTUkdKOaQo8vdIhI4M3E=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoMgCGFXguYY8OIxonlAsobZSW8yZHZ2mZkVQsgnePGgiFe/yJt/4yTZgyYWNBRV3XR3BYng2rjut5NbW9/Y3MpvF3Z29/YPiodHTR2nimGDxSJW7YBqFFxiw3AjsJ0opFEgsBWMbmZ+6wmV5rF8MOME/YgOJA85o8ZK98njRa9YcsvuHGSVeBkpQYZ6r/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjD+hynAmcFrophoTykZ0gB1LJY1Q+5P5qVNyZpU+CWNlSxoyV39PTGik9TgKbGdEzVAvezPxP6+TmrDqT7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/SZ8rZEaMLaFMcXsrYUOqKDM2nYINwVt+eZU0L8veVblyVynVqlkceTiBUzgHD66hBrdQhwYwGMAzvMKbI5wX5935WLTmnGzmGP7A+fwB9MCNkA==</latexit>

p+ <latexit sha1_base64="m98jBMjkK222pLLWi3jU9OhesdY=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgxbArQXMMePEY0TwgWcPspDcZMju7zMwKIeQTvHhQxKtf5M2/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGNzO/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOle3y86BVLbtmdg6wSLyMlyFDvFb+6/ZilEUrDBNW647mJ8SdUGc4ETgvdVGNC2YgOsGOppBFqfzI/dUrOrNInYaxsSUPm6u+JCY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyb+53VSE1b9CZdJalCyxaIwFcTEZPY36XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcamU7AheMsvr5LmZdm7KlfuKqVaNYsjDydwCufgwTXU4Bbq0AAGA3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9ack80cwx84nz/nBo2H</latexit>

e�
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So, we can just orient our axes such that there is no y-component of velocity: vp,y = ve,y = 0.

With this orientation, the x-component of velocity is simply the total speed of the proton

and electron:

vp,x = vp , ve,x = ve . (7.45)

Then, conservation of momentum and energy are

mpvp +meve = 0 , ∆K =
1

2
mpv

2
p +

1

2
mev

2
e . (7.46)

Momentum conservation implies that

vp = −me

mp

ve , (7.47)

and plugging this into energy conservation, we find

∆K =
1

2
mp

(
me

mp

ve

)2

+
1

2
mev

2
e =

(
me +mp

mp

)
· 1

2
mev

2
e =

me +mp

mp

Ke . (7.48)

Solving for the kinetic energy of the electron, we find

Ke =
1

2
mev

2
e =

mp

mp +me

∆K . (7.49)

The mass of the proton is about 2000 times that of the electron, so we can approximate the

mass ratio factor as

mp

mp +me

=
1

1 + me
mp

=

(
1 +

me

mp

)−1

≈ 1− me

mp

≈ 1− 1

2000
≈ 1 . (7.50)

So, the kinetic energy of the electron would just be approximately the kinetic energy released

by the neutron decay:

Ke ≈ ∆K . (7.51)

∆K is a fixed value of about 1.2 × 10−13 J or 780 keV (that is, kilo-electron Volts), so

this model predicts that the kinetic energy of every electron produced from neutron decay

always carries this kinetic energy. So, we test this prediction by preparing a large number
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of neutrons, let them decay, and measure the kinetic energy of the produced electron from

decay. If we always see the electron carry Ke ≈ ∆K = 1.2× 10−13 J, then we gain evidence

for the model of n→ p+ + e− decay.

If one does this experiment, this is not what is found! Instead of the electron always

carrying kinetic energy ∆K, it is found that the electron carries kinetic energy Ke ∈ [0,∆K],

bounded from above by ∆K. So our hypothesis was incorrect. What is the simplest thing

we can do to modify it? We could throw out momentum and energy conservation, but

that is very dramatic because we have so much evidence for their conservation otherwise.

By Occam’s razor, the simplest explanation is typically the correct one, so we don’t want

to consider non-conservation unless we are absolutely forced to. Well, in the decay of the

neutron, we observe the proton and the electron decay products. However, what if there was

another, third, decay product that we could no observe directly? How would that affect the

kinetic energy and momentum that the electron carried?

Let’s now hypothesize that the neutron decays to three particles, referred as a three-body

decay, n→ p+ + e−+ ν, where the third particle is denoted with the Greek letter nu, ν, and

is called a neutrino (story to follow). What do conservation of momentum and energy look

like now?

We illustrate the decay of the neutron now as

<latexit sha1_base64="LX+EF1hJoTM7IXBlkX3ctNzA3po=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQflilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB1v2M8Q==</latexit>n

<latexit sha1_base64="j6vJ9NRHTUkdKOaQo8vdIhI4M3E=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoMgCGFXguYY8OIxonlAsobZSW8yZHZ2mZkVQsgnePGgiFe/yJt/4yTZgyYWNBRV3XR3BYng2rjut5NbW9/Y3MpvF3Z29/YPiodHTR2nimGDxSJW7YBqFFxiw3AjsJ0opFEgsBWMbmZ+6wmV5rF8MOME/YgOJA85o8ZK98njRa9YcsvuHGSVeBkpQYZ6r/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjD+hynAmcFrophoTykZ0gB1LJY1Q+5P5qVNyZpU+CWNlSxoyV39PTGik9TgKbGdEzVAvezPxP6+TmrDqT7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/SZ8rZEaMLaFMcXsrYUOqKDM2nYINwVt+eZU0L8veVblyVynVqlkceTiBUzgHD66hBrdQhwYwGMAzvMKbI5wX5935WLTmnGzmGP7A+fwB9MCNkA==</latexit>

p+

<latexit sha1_base64="m98jBMjkK222pLLWi3jU9OhesdY=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgxbArQXMMePEY0TwgWcPspDcZMju7zMwKIeQTvHhQxKtf5M2/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGNzO/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOle3y86BVLbtmdg6wSLyMlyFDvFb+6/ZilEUrDBNW647mJ8SdUGc4ETgvdVGNC2YgOsGOppBFqfzI/dUrOrNInYaxsSUPm6u+JCY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyb+53VSE1b9CZdJalCyxaIwFcTEZPY36XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcamU7AheMsvr5LmZdm7KlfuKqVaNYsjDydwCufgwTXU4Bbq0AAGA3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9ack80cwx84nz/nBo2H</latexit>

e�

<latexit sha1_base64="2CVQYo/APfhMhsH0NK6xrcfX2X4=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2g9oQ9lsN+3SzSbsToQS+hO8eFDEq7/Im//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqGW+xWMa6G1DDpVC8hQIl7yaa0yiQvBNMbud+54lrI2L1iNOE+xEdKREKRtFKD32VDsoVt+ouQNaJl5MK5GgOyl/9YczSiCtkkhrT89wE/YxqFEzyWamfGp5QNqEj3rNU0YgbP1ucOiMXVhmSMNa2FJKF+nsio5Ex0yiwnRHFsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpcsWWi8JUEozJ/G8yFJozlFNLKNPC3krYmGrK0KZTsiF4qy+vk/ZV1buu1u5rlUY9j6MIZ3AOl+DBDTTgDprQAgYjeIZXeHOk8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5zCHzifP17PjdY=</latexit>⌫

<latexit sha1_base64="5vyQ+c6wKm1ceiCdT9Kjk7fEl00=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ac2oWy203bpZhN2N4US+i+8eFDEq//Gm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1KNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoFtsPx3dxvT1BpHstHM00wiOhQ8gFn1FjpyZ8gI5OeL9NeueJW3QXIOvFyUoEcjV75y+/HLI1QGiao1l3PTUyQUWU4Ezgr+anGhLIxHWLXUkkj1EG2uHhGLqzSJ4NY2ZKGLNTfExmNtJ5Goe2MqBnpVW8u/ud1UzOoBRmXSWpQsuWiQSqIicn8fdLnCpkRU0soU9zeStiIKsqMDalkQ/BWX14nrauqd1O9friu1Gt5HEU4g3O4BA9uoQ730IAmMJDwDK/w5mjnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/AFHukKs=</latexit>

~v⌫

<latexit sha1_base64="TVdNsWBSDl31Y/mQQWyy5ukCKWM=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3bpZhN3N4US+ie8eFDEq3/Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6U2QkUk/6ZcrbtVdgKwTLycVyNHol796g5ilEUrDBNW667mJ8TOqDGcCZ6VeqjGhbEyH2LVU0gi1ny3unZELqwxIGCtb0pCF+nsio5HW0yiwnRE1I73qzcX/vG5qwpqfcZmkBiVbLgpTQUxM5s+TAVfIjJhaQpni9lbCRlRRZmxEJRuCt/ryOmldVb2b6vXDdaVey+MowhmcwyV4cAt1uIcGNIGBgGd4hTfnyXlx3p2PZWvByWdO4Q+czx/H6o/I</latexit>

~vp
<latexit sha1_base64="drgk4RDs/XAKMVxFuL3alrY+zYU=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3bpZhN3N4US+ie8eFDEq3/Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6U2QkUkf++WKW3UXIOvEy0kFcjT65a/eIGZphNIwQbXuem5i/Iwqw5nAWamXakwoG9Mhdi2VNELtZ4t7Z+TCKgMSxsqWNGSh/p7IaKT1NApsZ0TNSK96c/E/r5uasOZnXCapQcmWi8JUEBOT+fNkwBUyI6aWUKa4vZWwEVWUGRtRyYbgrb68TlpXVe+mev1wXanX8jiKcAbncAke3EId7qEBTWAg4Ble4c15cl6cd+dj2Vpw8plT+APn8we3Po+9</latexit>

~ve

with conservation of momentum and energy:

me~ve +mp~vp +mν~vν = 0 , ∆K =
1

2
mev

2
e +

1

2
mpv

2
p +

1

2
mνv

2
ν . (7.52)

(I should say that these are not the correct conservation laws for this decay because the

neutrino is traveling at essentially the speed of light. However, it is sufficient to illustrate

the interesting physics.)

Unlike the two-body decay we had studied earlier, this three-body decay is not confined

to a line, so we have to consider a more general, two-dimensional, conservation law. We can,

however, still rotate axes to be convenient; we will choose to align the electron velocity with
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the x-axis. Then the conservation laws in components are

meve +mpvp,x +mνvν,x = 0 , mpvp,y +mνvν,y = 0 , (7.53)

∆K =
1

2
mev

2
e +

1

2
mp

(
v2
p,x + v2

p,y

)
+

1

2
mν

(
v2
ν,x + v2

ν,y

)
.

Now, we have three conservation laws but five unknowns (ve, vp,x, vp,y, vν,x, vν,y), so we

cannot uniquely solve the systems of equations. However, we can simplify it and eliminate

dependence on the neutrino velocity, ~vν . From the conservation laws for momentum, we

have

vν,x = −meve +mpvp,x
mν

, vν,y = −mp

mν

vp,y . (7.54)

Plugging these expressions into the conservation of energy, we find

∆K = frac12mev
2
e +

1

2
mp

(
v2
p,x + v2

p,y

)
+

1

2
mν

(
(meve +mpvp,x)

2

m2
ν

+
m2
p

m2
ν

v2
p,y

)
(7.55)

=
1

2
mev

2
e

(
1 +

me

mν

+
mp

mν

vp,x
ve

)
+

1

2
mpv

2
p

(
1 +

mp

mν

)
,

which has no residual dependence on the unobservable neutrino velocity. We can solve for

Ke = 1
2
mev

2
e and find

Ke =
1

2
mev

2
e =

∆K −Kp

(
1 + mp

mν

)
1 + me

mν
+ mp

mν

vp,x
ve

, (7.56)

where Kp = 1
2
mpv

2
p.

Now, unlike the case when we hypothesized that the neutron decayed exclusively to

the proton and electron, the kinetic energy of the electron has a range of possible values,

just as we measure in experiment. For example, the speed of the electron can vanish:

ve = 0, and momentum and energy still be conserved through the proton and neutrino.

Thus, conservation laws can be exploited to determine and identify new particles you can

otherwise not directly observe!

This conservation of momentum and energy (and angular momentum) argument for

neutron decay, or radioactive decay more generally, was used in the early 1930s to postulate

the neutrino. In the 19-teens, 20s, and 30s, people like the Curies and Lise Meitner identified

radioactivity in heavy, unstable isotopes, and even constructed a theory for their mechanism.
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However, it was observed that the conservation laws had problems connecting theory to

experimental data. To rectify it, Wolfgang Pauli postulated the existence of a new particle

that was also produced in radioactive decay which he called the “neutron,” but we now call

the “neutrino” (“little neutral one” in Italian, coined by Enrico Fermi). Pauli had been

invited to a conference on radioativity in Tübingen, Germany, in the early 1930s when he

had the idea. Unfortunately, his attendance was required at a ball in Zürich, Switzerland,

at the same time, so couldn’t attend the conference. However, in lieu of attending, Pauli

wrote a letter to Lise Meitner who was at the conference in which he laid out his idea for

the “neutrino.” Pauli addressed the attendees of the conference in the letter as:2

Dear Radioactive Ladies and Gentlemen,

and further apologized for his absence!

7.4 Working with the Center-of-Mass

I hope I have impressed upon you the importance of momentum conservation and how it has

very relevant consequences for our world. In this lecture, we’re going to start pivoting from

momentum conservation to the discussion of dynamics of rotations. Our first step will be,

as always, to revisit Newton’s second law written in a form we had introduced previously.

For a system of n masses, we had shown that Newton’s second law could be written as

~Fext =

(
n∑
i=1

mi

)
d2~xcm

dt2
, (7.57)

where

n∑
i=1

mi = m1 +m2 + · · ·+mn , (7.58)

is the sum of masses in the system and ~xcm is the position of the center-of-mass

~xcm =

∑n
i=1mi~xi∑n
i=1 mi

=
m1~x1 +m2~x2 + · · ·+mn~xn

m1 +m2 + · · ·+mn

. (7.59)

2W. Pauli,“Dear radioactive ladies and gentlemen,” from a letter to Lise Meitner, dated Dec. 1930
[reprinted in Phys. Today 31, no. 9, 27 (1978)].
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This has, so far, mostly been a notational convenience rather than a powerful predictive

framework, but we had mentioned that two mutually-gravitationally bound masses orbit

their common center-of-mass. Why is that the case and what consequences does the center-

of-mass have for systems that in general are composed of many individual masses?

Let’s first just study a system that consists of two masses, m1 and m2, separated by a

distance d:
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d

To calculate their center-of-mass, we need to know the position vectors of the masses which,

in turn, requires setting up a coordinate system. As I have always said, life cannot imitate

art in physics, which means that this coordinate system is simply a tool to be able to talk

concretely about the masses, but their physical location, and hence the physical location of

their center-of-mass, is the same place, regardless of the coordinates used. So, we simply

pick convenient coordinates with, say, mass 1 located at the origin:
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~x2

Then, the center-of-mass location in these coordinates is

~xcm =
m1~x1 +m2~x2

m1 +m2

=
0 ·m1 +m2d ı̂

m1 +m2

=
m2d

m1 +m2

ı̂ . (7.60)

Note that m1 and m2 are positive, so m2

m1+m2
≤ 1, which means that the location of the

center-of-mass lies between the masses:
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Of course, the sum of distances of each mass to their combined center-of-mass is d:

d =
m2d

m1 +m2

+
m1d

m1 +m2

. (7.61)

7.4.1 Forces on Extended Objects

Now, let’s imagine that the two masses are connected by a rigid, massless rod, like so
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<latexit sha1_base64="cpijbWOkM4jHF9yXbX32LOL0Td8=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsN+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqGW+xWMa6G1DDpVC8hQIl7yaa0yiQvBNMbud+54lrI2L1gNOE+xEdKREKRtFK7T6KiJtBueJW3QXIOvFyUoEczUH5qz+MWRpxhUxSY3qem6CfUY2CST4r9VPDE8omdMR7lipql/jZ4toZubDKkISxtqWQLNTfExmNjJlGge2MKI7NqjcX//N6KYZ1PxMqSZErtlwUppJgTOavk6HQnKGcWkKZFvZWwsZUU4Y2oJINwVt9eZ20r6redbV2X6s06nkcRTiDc7gED26gAXfQhBYweIRneIU3J3ZenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MHthePMw==</latexit>⇥
<latexit sha1_base64="1HsMv4gKEsXZwk1NCoiEjAXSX8g=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAcmS5idzCZD5rHM9IphyV948aCIV//Gm3/jJNmDJhY0FFXddHdFieAWfP/bK6ytb2xuFbdLO7t7+wflw6OW1amhrEm10KYTEcsEV6wJHATrJIYRGQnWjsY3M7/9yIzlWt3DJGGhJEPFY04JOOmhB+wJMqrltF+u+FV/DrxKgpxUUI5Gv/zVG2iaSqaACmJtN/ATCDNigFPBpqVeallC6JgMWddRRSSzYTa/eIrPnDLAsTauFOC5+nsiI9LaiYxcpyQwssveTPzP66YQ18KMqyQFpuhiUZwKDBrP3scDbhgFMXGEUMPdrZiOiCEUXEglF0Kw/PIqaV1Ug6vq5d1lpV7L4yiiE3SKzlGArlEd3aIGaiKKFHpGr+jNs96L9+59LFoLXj5zjP7A+/wBJXyRNQ==</latexit>com

Now, with this set-up, let’s imagine exerting a force upward on mass 2, like so

<latexit sha1_base64="V21cVIL9FwcKO+Brame4rrRfl+c=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxGNA9IljA7mU2GzGOZmRXCkk/w4kERr36RN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e6KEs6M9f1vr7CxubW9U9wt7e0fHB6Vj0/aRqWa0BZRXOluhA3lTNKWZZbTbqIpFhGnnWhyO/c7T1QbpuSjnSY0FHgkWcwItk56EINgUK74VX8BtE6CnFQgR3NQ/uoPFUkFlZZwbEwv8BMbZlhbRjidlfqpoQkmEzyiPUclFtSE2eLUGbpwyhDFSruSFi3U3xMZFsZMReQ6BbZjs+rNxf+8XmrjepgxmaSWSrJcFKccWYXmf6Mh05RYPnUEE83crYiMscbEunRKLoRg9eV10r6qBtfV2n2t0qjncRThDM7hEgK4gQbcQRNaQGAEz/AKbx73Xrx372PZWvDymVP4A+/zB/rLjZQ=</latexit>m1
<latexit sha1_base64="kPAbg+dwsdK8h7GmXNbwldRe2Yw=">AAAB6nicbVBNSwMxEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqeyWoj0WvHisaGuhXUo2zbahSXZJskJZ+hO8eFDEq7/Im//GtN2Dtj4YeLw3w8y8MBHcWM/7RoWNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSMXGqKWvTWMS6GxLDBFesbbkVrJtoRmQo2GM4uZn7j09MGx6rBztNWCDJSPGIU2KddC8HtUG54lW9BfA68XNSgRytQfmrP4xpKpmyVBBjer6X2CAj2nIq2KzUTw1LCJ2QEes5qohkJsgWp87whVOGOIq1K2XxQv09kRFpzFSGrlMSOzar3lz8z+ulNmoEGVdJapmiy0VRKrCN8fxvPOSaUSumjhCqubsV0zHRhFqXTsmF4K++vE46tap/Va3f1SvNRh5HEc7gHC7Bh2towi20oA0URvAMr/CGBHpB7+hj2VpA+cwp/AH6/AH8T42V</latexit>m2

<latexit sha1_base64="cpijbWOkM4jHF9yXbX32LOL0Td8=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsN+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqGW+xWMa6G1DDpVC8hQIl7yaa0yiQvBNMbud+54lrI2L1gNOE+xEdKREKRtFK7T6KiJtBueJW3QXIOvFyUoEczUH5qz+MWRpxhUxSY3qem6CfUY2CST4r9VPDE8omdMR7lipql/jZ4toZubDKkISxtqWQLNTfExmNjJlGge2MKI7NqjcX//N6KYZ1PxMqSZErtlwUppJgTOavk6HQnKGcWkKZFvZWwsZUU4Y2oJINwVt9eZ20r6redbV2X6s06nkcRTiDc7gED26gAXfQhBYweIRneIU3J3ZenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MHthePMw==</latexit>⇥
<latexit sha1_base64="1HsMv4gKEsXZwk1NCoiEjAXSX8g=">AAAB8XicbVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAcmS5idzCZD5rHM9IphyV948aCIV//Gm3/jJNmDJhY0FFXddHdFieAWfP/bK6ytb2xuFbdLO7t7+wflw6OW1amhrEm10KYTEcsEV6wJHATrJIYRGQnWjsY3M7/9yIzlWt3DJGGhJEPFY04JOOmhB+wJMqrltF+u+FV/DrxKgpxUUI5Gv/zVG2iaSqaACmJtN/ATCDNigFPBpqVeallC6JgMWddRRSSzYTa/eIrPnDLAsTauFOC5+nsiI9LaiYxcpyQwssveTPzP66YQ18KMqyQFpuhiUZwKDBrP3scDbhgFMXGEUMPdrZiOiCEUXEglF0Kw/PIqaV1Ug6vq5d1lpV7L4yiiE3SKzlGArlEd3aIGaiKKFHpGr+jNs96L9+59LFoLXj5zjP7A+/wBJXyRNQ==</latexit>com

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

What does this mass-rod system do, immediately after the force is applied?

To answer this question, let’s consider the Newton’s law we derived for a system of masses.

First, the free-body diagram for this system is

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F ⇒ ~F = (m1 +m2)~acm (7.62)

where we imagine the force acting exclusively at the center-of-mass. So, the acceleration of

the center-of-mass is

acm =
F

m1 +m2

upward. (7.63)
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Further, it doesn’t matter where on this system we consider the force exerted, on mass 1,

somewhere on the rod, etc., the center-of-mass always accelerates with this rate. What

response the individual masses have depends on where the force is applied, but the center-

of-mass just accelerates according to the net external force.

This can be exploited to great effect. First, let’s consider putting this mass-rod system

near the surface of the Earth. Now, there is a net external force, namely, gravity. By our

work thus far, this force acts at the center-of-mass,

~Fg = −(m1 +m2)g ̂ = (m1 +m2)~acm , or that ~acm = −g ̂ . (7.64)

So, if we just let this thing fall, the center-of-mass would accelerate at g. Conversely, to hold

the object up, we need to apply some normal force that prevents the center-of-mass from

accelerating downward. As long as we do this, the object will not fall. So, we only need to

hold it up by the center-of-mass.

Example

To illustrate this phenomena, let’s consider a croquet mallet, and on it, someone has nicely

put LEDs at the location of its center-of-mass. I will turn off the lights and then throw

the mallet across the room, ensuring that the head tumbles over the handle. What will the

trajectory of the lights be?

(a)

(b)

(c) Lights do not work when moving

(d)

By Grabthar’s hammer, let’s try this out! (See https://youtu.be/I4EkPHyW3ig)

7.4.2 Center-of-Mass of an Extended Object

Now, this two-mass system is just the starting point; we would like to determine the center-

of-mass for an arbitrary system of masses. We will consider some blob as the system of

https://youtu.be/I4EkPHyW3ig
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interest:

Let’s assume that the blob is just two dimensional for simplicity. How do we calculate its

center-of-mass?

As often in this game, let’s break it up into many small masses and sum them up. So,

we will consider

<latexit sha1_base64="vE/iYxHLbdiJOoPF/qCGrkfIPuY=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4Kkkp6rHgxWML9gPaUDbbSbt2swm7G6GE/gIvHhTx6k/y5r9x2+agrQ8GHu/NMDMvSATXxnW/nY3Nre2d3cJecf/g8Oi4dHLa1nGqGLZYLGLVDahGwSW2DDcCu4lCGgUCO8Hkbu53nlBpHssHM03Qj+hI8pAzaqzU9AalsltxFyDrxMtJGXI0BqWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmxn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fk0ipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmvDWz7hMUoOSLReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m6INwVt9eZ20qxXvulJr1sr1ah5HAc7hAq7Agxuowz00oAUMEJ7hFd6cR+fFeXc+lq0bTj5zBn/gfP4AeLuMrg==</latexit>

1
<latexit sha1_base64="8ChveHcb/5BrQ0oyJF6BwmkzLdU=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4Kkkp6rHgxWML9gPaUDbbSbt2swm7G6GE/gIvHhTx6k/y5r9x2+agrQ8GHu/NMDMvSATXxnW/nY3Nre2d3cJecf/g8Oi4dHLa1nGqGLZYLGLVDahGwSW2DDcCu4lCGgUCO8Hkbu53nlBpHssHM03Qj+hI8pAzaqzUrA5KZbfiLkDWiZeTMuRoDEpf/WHM0gilYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNiP9WYUDahI+xZKmmE2s8Wh87IpVWGJIyVLWnIQv09kdFI62kU2M6ImrFe9ebif14vNeGtn3GZpAYlWy4KU0FMTOZfkyFXyIyYWkKZ4vZWwsZUUWZsNkUbgrf68jppVyvedaXWrJXr1TyOApzDBVyBBzdQh3toQAsYIDzDK7w5j86L8+58LFs3nHzmDP7A+fwBej+Mrw==</latexit>

2
<latexit sha1_base64="D63aOGGp/QltT+BNNBGTvxhbqfE=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHaRqEcSLx4hkUcCGzI79MLI7OxmZtaEEL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfju7nffkKleSwfzCRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46pfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1460+5TFKDki0XhakgJibzr8mAK2RGTCyhTHF7K2EjqigzNpuCDcFbfXmdtCpl77pcbVRLtUoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqME91KEJDBCe4RXenEfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AHvDjLA=</latexit>

3
<latexit sha1_base64="UTTW8TwmJMvMM1ae8fIjYtRUlgU=">AAAB5HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Urxq/qlcvi0XwVJJS1GPBi8cK9gPaUDbbSbt2swm7G6GE/gIvHhSv/iZv/hu3bQ7a+mDg8d4MM/PCVHBtPO/bKW1t7+zulffdg8Oj45OKe9rRSaYYtlkiEtULqUbBJbYNNwJ7qUIahwK74fRu4XefUWmeyEczSzGI6VjyiDNqrPTQGFaqXs1bgmwSvyBVKNAaVr4Go4RlMUrDBNW673upCXKqDGcC5+4g05hSNqVj7FsqaYw6yJeHzsmlVUYkSpQtachS/T2R01jrWRzazpiaiV73FuJ/Xj8z0W2Qc5lmBiVbLYoyQUxCFl+TEVfIjJhZQpni9lbCJlRRZmw2rg3BX395k3TqNf+61qg260UYZTiHC7gCH26gCffQgjYwQHiBN3h3npxX52PVWHKKiTP4A+fzBxLti4c=</latexit>

4
<latexit sha1_base64="ZNqkXksoPzVsiQ/a2nrurY4uBSc=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJPo4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKwJIXyBFw8a49VP8ubfOMAeFKykk0pVd7q7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTlo5TxbDJYhGrTkA1Ci6xabgR2EkU0igQ2A7Gd3O//YRK81g+mEmCfkSHkoecUWOlxlW/WHLL7gJknXgZKUGGer/41RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYw/pcpwJnBW6KUaE8rGdIhdSyWNUPvTxaEzcmGVAQljZUsaslB/T0xppPUkCmxnRM1Ir3pz8T+vm5rw1p9ymaQGJVsuClNBTEzmX5MBV8iMmFhCmeL2VsJGVFFmbDYFG4K3+vI6aVXK3nW52qiWapUsjjycwTlcggc3UIN7qEMTGCA8wyu8OY/Oi/PufCxbc042cwp/4Hz+AH7LjLI=</latexit>

5
<latexit sha1_base64="P4hBh40RaTCvpm2CSpXaxLxNMoo=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJQY8kXjxCIo8ENmR2aGBkdnYzM2tCNnyBFw8a49VP8ubfOMAeFKykk0pVd7q7glhwbVz328ltbe/s7uX3CweHR8cnxdOzto4SxbDFIhGpbkA1Ci6xZbgR2I0V0jAQ2Ammdwu/84RK80g+mFmMfkjHko84o8ZKzdqgWHLL7hJkk3gZKUGGxqD41R9GLAlRGiao1j3PjY2fUmU4Ezgv9BONMWVTOsaepZKGqP10eeicXFllSEaRsiUNWaq/J1Iaaj0LA9sZUjPR695C/M/rJWZ066dcxolByVaLRokgJiKLr8mQK2RGzCyhTHF7K2ETqigzNpuCDcFbf3mTtCtlr1auNquleiWLIw8XcAnX4MEN1OEeGtACBgjP8ApvzqPz4rw7H6vWnJPNnMMfOJ8/gE+Msw==</latexit>

6
<latexit sha1_base64="psOdEWbNjiJOvH9CsniYF7nJHY4=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJEY8kXjxCIo8ENmR2aGBkdnYzM2tCNnyBFw8a49VP8ubfOMAeFKykk0pVd7q7glhwbVz328ltbe/s7uX3CweHR8cnxdOzto4SxbDFIhGpbkA1Ci6xZbgR2I0V0jAQ2Ammdwu/84RK80g+mFmMfkjHko84o8ZKzdqgWHLL7hJkk3gZKUGGxqD41R9GLAlRGiao1j3PjY2fUmU4Ezgv9BONMWVTOsaepZKGqP10eeicXFllSEaRsiUNWaq/J1Iaaj0LA9sZUjPR695C/M/rJWZ066dcxolByVaLRokgJiKLr8mQK2RGzCyhTHF7K2ETqigzNpuCDcFbf3mTtCtl76ZcbVZL9UoWRx4u4BKuwYMa1OEeGtACBgjP8ApvzqPz4rw7H6vWnJPNnMMfOJ8/gdOMtA==</latexit>

7
<latexit sha1_base64="C1K+fSm66JlRQ746wYTIko++GEA=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR2aGBkdnYzM2tCNnyBFw8a49VP8ubfOMAeFKykk0pVd7q7glhwbVz328ltbe/s7uX3CweHR8cnxdOzto4SxbDFIhGpbkA1Ci6xZbgR2I0V0jAQ2Ammdwu/84RK80g+mFmMfkjHko84o8ZKzdqgWHLL7hJkk3gZKUGGxqD41R9GLAlRGiao1j3PjY2fUmU4Ezgv9BONMWVTOsaepZKGqP10eeicXFllSEaRsiUNWaq/J1Iaaj0LA9sZUjPR695C/M/rJWZU81Mu48SgZKtFo0QQE5HF12TIFTIjZpZQpri9lbAJVZQZm03BhuCtv7xJ2pWyd1OuNquleiWLIw8XcAnX4MEt1OEeGtACBgjP8ApvzqPz4rw7H6vWnJPNnMMfOJ8/g1eMtQ==</latexit>

8

<latexit sha1_base64="rWYiobZVtaYGLAXzBRqpspSP+/g=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyG4OMW8OIxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhJAv8OJBEa9+kjf/xkmyB00saCiquunuChLBtXHdbye3sbm1vZPfLeztHxweFY9PWjpOFcMmi0WsOgHVKLjEpuFGYCdRSKNAYDsY38399hMqzWP5YCYJ+hEdSh5yRo2VGrf9YsktuwuQdeJlpAQZ6v3iV28QszRCaZigWnc9NzH+lCrDmcBZoZdqTCgb0yF2LZU0Qu1PF4fOyIVVBiSMlS1pyEL9PTGlkdaTKLCdETUjverNxf+8bmrCG3/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZf00GXCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUUWZsdkUbAje6svrpFUpe1flaqNaqlWyOPJwBudwCR5cQw3uoQ5NYIDwDK/w5jw6L86787FszTnZzCn8gfP5A4TbjLY=</latexit>

9<latexit sha1_base64="z91N3k5pMgRDO0BsG+Ml3z9qApk=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBahp5JIUY8FLx4r2A9oQ9lstu3aTTbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNirVjLeYkkp3A2q4FDFvoUDJu4nmNAok7wST27nfeeLaCBU/4DThfkRHsRgKRtFK7T4LFZpBueLW3AXIOvFyUoEczUH5qx8qlkY8RiapMT3PTdDPqEbBJJ+V+qnhCWUTOuI9S2MaceNni2tn5MIqIRkqbStGslB/T2Q0MmYaBbYzojg2q95c/M/rpTi88TMRJynymC0XDVNJUJH56yQUmjOUU0so08LeStiYasrQBlSyIXirL6+T9mXNu6rV7+uVRjWPowhncA5V8OAaGnAHTWgBg0d4hld4c5Tz4rw7H8vWgpPPnMIfOJ8/qXOPHg==</latexit>· · ·

where the small submasses are labeled. The total mass M of the object is

M = m1 +m2 + · · · =
∑
i

mi . (7.65)

Further, let’s introduce Ai as the area of the ith piece. Then we call the density σi the ratio

of mass to area:

σi =
mi

Ai
. (7.66)

Now, this is two dimensional, so we can specify the point i by its x- and y-coordinates:

σi ≡ σ(x, y) =
m(x, y)

A(x, y)
. (7.67)
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If the areas are taken to be very small rectangles with sides of length dx and dy, the area is

A(x, y) = dx dy , (7.68)

and for small area, mass is also small, so we denote m(x, y) ≡ dm. Schematically, we then

have that the density is

σ(x, y) =
dm

dx dy
. (7.69)

The total mass is simply the sum of all of these small masses. In the limit that the masses

get infinitesimally small, the sum transforms into an integral

M =
∑
i

mi →
∫
dm =

∫∫
dm

dx dy
dx dy =

∫∫
σ(x, y) dx dy . (7.70)

On the right, we have introduced a double integral over the density to calculate mass. A

double integral is just two nested integrals: do the x integral first, assuming y is constant,

then integrate over y. So, our expression for the mass of a complicated shape is

M =

∫∫
σ(x, y) dx dy . (7.71)

Now, to calculate the center-of-mass of this object, we weight each tiny mass by its

position vector and divide by the total mas

~xcm =
1

M

∫
~r dm =

1

M

∫∫
σ(x, y)~r dx dy =

1∫∫
σ(x, y) dx dy

∫∫
σ(x, y) (xı̂+ y̂) dx dy .

(7.72)

To integrate over the vector of position ~r, the unit vectors ı̂ and ̂ are constants, unaffected

by integration. They need to be kept around to determine the vector position of the center-

of-mass.

Example

With these observations, we are going to think about its consequences for in an example.

Consider an arbitrary shaped mass. I hang the mass from a nail and it swing freely until it

comes to rest. With respect to the nail, where is the center-of-mass?
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(a) Right of the nail

(b) Left of the nail

(c) Below the nail

(d) Above the nail

(See https://youtu.be/0fFvrttovcU) Can you think of a method for determining the

exact position of the center-of-mass of an object using this result?

https://youtu.be/0fFvrttovcU


Chapter 8

Rotation

Previously, we demonstrated and discussed properties of the center-of-mass of an object that

has extended or irregular structure. Regardless of what force is exerted on an object or how,

the center-of-mass of that object accelerates simply according to Newton’s second law,

~Fext = M
d2~xcm

dt2
, (8.1)

where M is the total mass of the object. Also, as we observed previously, this clearly isn’t the

whole story. When I threw the mallet, you indeed saw that the center-of-mass traveled in a

parabolic trajectory, as expected from projectile motion. However, as the center-of-mass was

traveling as a projectile, the head and handle of the mallet rotated end-over-end about the

center-of-mass, clearly a non-projectile motion. How do we model this motion and describe

the more general motion of the entire mallet, not just its center-of-mass?

8.1 Rotation about the Center-of-Mass

Let’s start this discussion with the physical set-up that we considered at the end of the

previous chapter. Let’s consider two masses separated by a distance d by a rigid rod and

apply vertical force ~F to mass m2:

127
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d

From our earlier analysis, we know that applying this force accelerates the center-of-mass

~F = (m1 +m2)~acm or that ~acm =
F

m1 +m2

̂ . (8.2)

So, the center-of-mass just accelerates vertically according to the magnitude of ~F and the

sum of the masses. What about the accelerations of masses 1 and 2 individually?

8.1.1 Forces on Extended Objects

Let’s break apart Newton’s law as an explicit sum over the accelerations of masses 1 and 2:

~F = (m1 +m2)~acm = (m1 +m2)
m1~a1 +m2~a2

m1 +m2

= m1~a1 +m2~a2 . (8.3)

The sum of accelerations ~a1 and ~a2 is constrained by the acceleration of the center-of-mass,

so let’s express the individual accelerations as

~a1 = ~acm + ∆~a1 , ~a2 = ~acm + ∆~a2 , (8.4)

for some accelerations ∆~a1,∆~a2. So far, this is just a tautology; we have done nothing but

shift our notation. However, now we can find a simple relationship between ∆~a1 and ∆~a2

from Newton’s second law:

~F = (m1 +m2)~acm = m1(~acm + ∆~a1) +m2(~acm + ∆~a2) , (8.5)

or that m1∆~a1 +m2∆~a2 = 0. We’ll use this relationship to relate ∆~a1 to ∆~a2, where

∆~a1 = −m2

m1

∆~a2 . (8.6)
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So, the individual accelerations are

~a1 = ~acm −
m2

m1

∆~a2 , ~a2 = ~acm + ∆~a2 . (8.7)

There are more constraints we can exploit.

The fact that the masses are connected by a perfectly rigid rod constrains their motion

about the center-of-mass and relative to one another. The center-of-mass from this applied

force moves exclusively vertically. Because of the rigidity of the rod, mass 2, for example,

remains a fixed distance away from the center-of-mass. However it can, in principle, have

any orientation about the center-of-mass. So, what type of motion is constrained to be a

fixed distance from a point, but have any orientation? Circular motion!

Therefore, masses 1 and 2 travel in a circular orbit about the center-of-mass as the

center-of-mass accelerates vertically. So, somehow this circular motion is accounted for in

the ∆~a2 acceleration we have yet to find. Again, let’s use rigidity to find more constraints

on this circular motion. Because the rod is perfectly rigid, the masses m1 and m2 are always

on opposite sides of their respective circular orbits; that is, they necessarily orbit with the

same angular velocity. If they had different angular velocities, then they would no longer be

antipodal, and the rod must crumple, but that can’t happen.

Angular velocity ω is defined as the first time derivative of the angle θ through which an

object travels:

ω =
dθ

dt
. (8.8)

We can take a second derivative to identify the angular acceleration, α:

α =
d2θ

dt2
=
dω

dt
. (8.9)

Now, if the angular velocities of masses 1 and 2 are identical, ω1 = ω2, then so too must their

angular accelerations be: α1 = α2. The force ~F works to angularly accelerate the masses in

the same direction of rotation:
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~acm

So, we can imagine that ~F is responsible for the rotation ofm1 andm2 in the counterclockwise

direction, in the same way that it would accelerate them linearly if it pushes m1 and m2

when touching, i.e.,
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common acceleration

To rotate m1 and m2 about the center-of-mass, then ~F has to push against the inertia of

both masses, to get them both to rotate. Just like in the linear case where the two masses

would have a common linear acceleration and the force would push against the combine mass

of the two blocks,

~F = (m1 +m2)~a , (linear) (8.10)

the fact that in this rotating case the two masses have the same angular acceleration suggests

a nice way to interpret.

The force ~F provides a tangential acceleration of the two masses in their orbit about the

center-of-mass. That is, Newton’s second law implies

~F = m2~atan,2 , or F = m2atan,2 , (8.11)

where we can drop the vectors because rotation is occurring in one plane (the plane of the

page). Note that only the acceleration of mass 2 appears because ~F only directly acts on

mass 2. Tangential acceleration is related to angular acceleration by a factor of radius from

the center of the orbit. What is this relevant radius R, to relate

atan,2 = Rα ? (8.12)
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Right at the instant when F is applied, only mass 2 moves; mass 1 remains stationary

(for an instant). So, at that moment, mass 2 is orbiting mass 1, a distance d away. Therefore,

we initially have

atan,2 = dα , (8.13)

so that Newton’s law is simply F = m2dα. Now, one can use this to go back and solve for

the unknown ∆~α2, but we won’t do that here (though I encourage you to do so!). I want

to massage this expression into another form that exclusively uses information about the

rotation of the masses about their common center-of-mass.

Note the string of identities:

F
m1d

m1 +m2

=
m1m2d

m1 +m2

dα =

(
m1

m2
2d

2

(m1 +m2)2
+m2

m2
1d

2

(m1 +m2)2

)
α =

(
m1R

2
1 +m2R

2
2

)
α

= FR2 . (8.14)

Here, R1 and R2 are the distances from the center-of-mass to the respective masses. The

factor of R2 that multiplies F is the distance from the location of the applied force ~F to the

center-of-mass.

I emphasize that this is nothing more than Newton’s second law, but expressed in a way

useful for rotations. The mass-times-radius factors are called moments of inertia I defined

as

I = MR2 , (8.15)

where M is the mass of the object and R is the distance to the rotation axis. Apparently,

we have

FR2 = (I1 + I2)α , (8.16)

which looks a lot like F = (m1 +m2)a for common linear motion!

8.1.2 Rotational Kinetic Energy

Let’s introduce another angular concept before we dive into their consequences in the fol-

lowing lectures. Let’s again consider the two masses connected by a rigid rod:



Chapter 8. Rotation 132

<latexit sha1_base64="V21cVIL9FwcKO+Brame4rrRfl+c=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxGNA9IljA7mU2GzGOZmRXCkk/w4kERr36RN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e6KEs6M9f1vr7CxubW9U9wt7e0fHB6Vj0/aRqWa0BZRXOluhA3lTNKWZZbTbqIpFhGnnWhyO/c7T1QbpuSjnSY0FHgkWcwItk56EINgUK74VX8BtE6CnFQgR3NQ/uoPFUkFlZZwbEwv8BMbZlhbRjidlfqpoQkmEzyiPUclFtSE2eLUGbpwyhDFSruSFi3U3xMZFsZMReQ6BbZjs+rNxf+8XmrjepgxmaSWSrJcFKccWYXmf6Mh05RYPnUEE83crYiMscbEunRKLoRg9eV10r6qBtfV2n2t0qjncRThDM7hEgK4gQbcQRNaQGAEz/AKbx73Xrx372PZWvDymVP4A+/zB/rLjZQ=</latexit>m1
<latexit sha1_base64="kPAbg+dwsdK8h7GmXNbwldRe2Yw=">AAAB6nicbVBNSwMxEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqeyWoj0WvHisaGuhXUo2zbahSXZJskJZ+hO8eFDEq7/Im//GtN2Dtj4YeLw3w8y8MBHcWM/7RoWNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSMXGqKWvTWMS6GxLDBFesbbkVrJtoRmQo2GM4uZn7j09MGx6rBztNWCDJSPGIU2KddC8HtUG54lW9BfA68XNSgRytQfmrP4xpKpmyVBBjer6X2CAj2nIq2KzUTw1LCJ2QEes5qohkJsgWp87whVOGOIq1K2XxQv09kRFpzFSGrlMSOzar3lz8z+ulNmoEGVdJapmiy0VRKrCN8fxvPOSaUSumjhCqubsV0zHRhFqXTsmF4K++vE46tap/Va3f1SvNRh5HEc7gHC7Bh2towi20oA0URvAMr/CGBHpB7+hj2VpA+cwp/AH6/AH8T42V</latexit>m2

<latexit sha1_base64="cpijbWOkM4jHF9yXbX32LOL0Td8=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsN+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqGW+xWMa6G1DDpVC8hQIl7yaa0yiQvBNMbud+54lrI2L1gNOE+xEdKREKRtFK7T6KiJtBueJW3QXIOvFyUoEczUH5qz+MWRpxhUxSY3qem6CfUY2CST4r9VPDE8omdMR7lipql/jZ4toZubDKkISxtqWQLNTfExmNjJlGge2MKI7NqjcX//N6KYZ1PxMqSZErtlwUppJgTOavk6HQnKGcWkKZFvZWwsZUU4Y2oJINwVt9eZ20r6redbV2X6s06nkcRTiDc7gED26gAXfQhBYweIRneIU3J3ZenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MHthePMw==</latexit>⇥
<latexit sha1_base64="tA9zSVf+4+DdcQLTsS8DRrFjEiw=">AAAB8nicbVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAdsljA7mSRD5rHM9ErCks/w4kERr36NN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e6KE8Et+P63V9jY3NreKe6W9vYPDo/Kxyctq1NDWZNqoU0nJpYJrlgTOAjWSQwjMhasHY/v5n77iRnLtXqEacIiSYaKDzgl4KRw0usCm0BG5axXrvhVfwG8ToKcVFCORq/81e1rmkqmgApibRj4CUQZMcCpYLNSN7UsIXRMhix0VBHJbJQtTp7hC6f08UAbVwrwQv09kRFp7VTGrlMSGNlVby7+54UpDGpRxlWSAlN0uWiQCgwaz//HfW4YBTF1hFDD3a2YjoghFFxKJRdCsPryOmldVYOb6vXDdaVey+MoojN0ji5RgG5RHd2jBmoiijR6Rq/ozQPvxXv3PpatBS+fOUV/4H3+AOw8kac=</latexit>xcm

<latexit sha1_base64="aeZDSm8P1n0Pd+5AR8SbGlScY6g=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx7jIw9IljA76U2GzM4uM7NCWPIJXjwo4tUv8ubfOEn2oIkFDUVVN91dQSK4Nq777RTW1jc2t4rbpZ3dvf2D8uFRS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfjm5nffkKleSwfzSRBP6JDyUPOqLHSw33f65crbtWdg6wSLycVyNHol796g5ilEUrDBNW667mJ8TOqDGcCp6VeqjGhbEyH2LVU0gi1n81PnZIzqwxIGCtb0pC5+nsio5HWkyiwnRE1I73szcT/vG5qwpqfcZmkBiVbLApTQUxMZn+TAVfIjJhYQpni9lbCRlRRZmw6JRuCt/zyKmldVL2r6uXdZaVey+Mowgmcwjl4cA11uIUGNIHBEJ7hFd4c4bw4787HorXg5DPH8AfO5w/RqY15</latexit>

R1
<latexit sha1_base64="ZHlYnawGL6c5TaHFVY35fxP1klY=">AAAB6nicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjzig0cCGzI79MKE2dnNzKwJIXyCFw8a49Uv8ubfOMAeFKykk0pVd7q7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTlo5TxbDJYhGrTkA1Ci6xabgR2EkU0igQ2A7GN3O//YRK81g+mkmCfkSHkoecUWOlh/t+pV8suWV3AbJOvIyUIEOjX/zqDWKWRigNE1Trrucmxp9SZTgTOCv0Uo0JZWM6xK6lkkao/eni1Bm5sMqAhLGyJQ1ZqL8npjTSehIFtjOiZqRXvbn4n9dNTVjzp1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nfZMAVMiMmllCmuL2VsBFVlBmbTsGG4K2+vE5albJ3Va7eVUv1WhZHHs7gHC7Bg2uowy00oAkMhvAMr/DmCOfFeXc+lq05J5s5hT9wPn8A0y2Neg==</latexit>

R2

In this system, we will have the center-of-mass travel with constant velocity ~vcm = v̂, and

the masses orbit the center-of-mass at angular frequency ω. Let’s calculate the kinetic energy

of this system. The kinetic energy is simply

K =
1

2
m1v

2
1 +

1

2
m2v

2
2 , (8.17)

but we need to find ~v1 and ~v2 given the data of the problem.

Let’s first consider mass 1. We can break its velocity into the linear component and

rotational component. The linear component is simply the center-of-mass velocity:

~v1,lin = v̂ . (8.18)

For the rotational component, we had studied this long ago and can express the tangential

velocity as

~v1,rot = −ωR1 sinωt ı̂+ ωR1 cosωt ̂ , (8.19)

for example. Then, the total velocity of mass 1 is the sum of these expressions, where

~v1 = (−ωR1 sinωt) ı̂+ (v + ωR1 cosωt) ̂ . (8.20)

Its square is thus

v2
1 = |~v1|2 = ~v1 · ~v1 = ω2R2

1 sin2 ωt+ v2 + ω2R2
1 cos2 ωt+ 2vωR1 cosωt (8.21)

= v2 + ω2R2
1 + 2vωR1 cosωt .

Then, the kinetic energy of mass 1 is

K1 =
1

2
m1v

2 +
1

2
m1R

2
1ω

2 +m1vωR1 cosωt . (8.22)

Let’s now do the same thing for mass 2. Mass 2’s linear velocity is still the center-of-mass
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velocity,

~v2,lin = v̂ . (8.23)

For the rotational component of mass 2’s velocity, note that its direction must be opposite

to that of mass 1:
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~v2

and the magnitude of ~v2 is determined by the angular velocity ω and its distance from the

center-of-mass,

~v2,rot = ωR2 sinωt ı̂− ωR2 cosωt ̂ . (8.24)

Then, the total velocity of mass 2 is

~v2 = (ωR2 sinωt) ı̂+ (v − ωR2 cosωt) ̂ , (8.25)

and its square is

v2
2 = ω2R2

2 sin2 ωt+ v2 + ω2R2
2 cos2 ωt− 2vωR2 cosωt (8.26)

= v2 + ω2R2
2 − 2vωR2 cosωt .

The kinetic energy of mass 2 is then

K2 =
1

2
m2v

2 +
1

2
m2R

2
2ω

2 −m2vωR2 cosωt . (8.27)

The total kinetic energy of the system is the sum of the kinetic energies of the two masses,

where

K = K1 +K2 =
1

2
(m1 +m2)v2 +

1

2
m1R

2
1ω

2 +
1

2
m2R

2
2ω

2 + (m1R1 −m2R2)vω cosωt .

(8.28)
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Note that m1R1 = m2R2 because

m1
m2d

m1 +m2

= m2
m1d

m1 +m2

, (8.29)

so the weird final term, with the naked cosine factor, vanishes! We can therefore write the

kinetic energy of this system as

K =
1

2
(m1 +m2)v2 +

1

2
(I1 + I2)ω2 , (8.30)

where I1 = m1R
2
1 and I2 = m2R

2
2, the moments of inertia of the two masses.

8.2 Calculating the Moment of Inertia

Previously, we studied the dumbbell system of two masses m1 and m2 connected together

by a massless, rigid rod:
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R2

The center-of-mass of the system is identified and the distances of each mass to the center-

of-mass is

R1 =
m2d

m1 +m2

, R2 =
m1d

m1 +m2

, (8.31)

where the separation distance of the masses is d. We had considered exerting a force upward

on mass 2, which had one consequence of accelerating the center-of-mass:

~F = (m1 +m2)~xcm , (8.32)
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d

but also had the consequence of rotating the two masses about the center-of-mass. By

considering the net force on mass 2 exclusively, we demonstrated that its Newton’s second

law could be written as

FR2 = (m1R
2
1 +m2R

2
2)α , (8.33)

where α is the angular acceleration of the two masses about the center-of-mass and the

quantity mR2 = I is called the moment of inertia.

The moment of inertia is the inertia of a mass m that impedes rotational change (i.e.,

angular acceleration) about an axis a distance R from the mass. For a point mass, the

moment of inertia is just mR2, and for an extended object, the moment of inertia can be

found by simply summing over many small masses. In this lecture, we will explicitly calculate

the moment of inertia of a sphere, about an axis that passes through its center. As we need

to sum over a lot of masses and a sphere is a three dimensional object, we will need to do

many integrals. Have no fear; we will break it down into many small steps.

8.2.1 Moment of Inertia of a Sphere

Let’s first draw the sphere and rotation axis:
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Let’s give the sphere a radius R and total mass M , and the sphere is being rotated about

the vertical axis through its center. For a small part of the sphere of mass dm, its moment

of inertia dI is

dI = r2dm . (8.34)

So our goal is to find r and dm and do the necessary integrals.

First, as we had done with the center-of-mass, let’s break apart the small mass dm into

a product of a mass density ρ and a small volume dV :

dm = ρ dV , (8.35)

where

ρ =
M

Vol
, (8.36)

where Vol is the total volume of the sphere. For a sphere of radius R, its volume is

Vol =
4

3
πR3 , (8.37)

so the density is

ρ =
3

4

M

πR3
. (8.38)

In what follows, we will just leave the density implicit as ρ, only plugging in the explicit

expression at the end.

Now, our small moment of inertia is dI = r2 ρ dV , so we need to figure out the small

volume dV , for some component of the sphere. To do this, we need a coordinate system,

just like we need coordinates to express a position vector. As always in this business, life

cannot imitate art, so the value of the volume is independent of your coordinates, but you

need to represent it somehow to make progress.

One possible coordinate system is Cartesian coordinates in which we represent points by

their x (left-right), y (forward-back), and z (up-down) position. This is likely the coordinate

system you are most familiar with, as we have often employed it in these lectures. We can

draw these coordinates and a small volume in this space as
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dV

A small volume in Cartesian coordinates is a parallelepiped of sides dx, dy, dz, so the volume

is

dV = dx dy dz . (8.39)

So, to calculate the volume of the sphere for example, we just sum up a bunch of little

parallelepipeds, with the constraint that they form a sphere. The surface of a sphere is

defined by the equation

x2 + y2 + z2 = R2 , (8.40)

where R is the radius, and so points closer to the origin than the surface (the “bulk” of the

sphere) are defined by the inequality

x2 + y2 + z2 ≤ R2 . (8.41)

8.2.2 Spherical Coordinates

Again, I emphasize that life in physics cannot imitate art, so we could continue along this path

and evaluate the moment of inertia using Cartesian coordinates. However, in practice, en-

forcing the relationship above is very inconvenient because a sphere is not well-approximated

by a parallelepiped. So, instead of Cartesian coordinates, let’s use coordinates to express the

small volume in the sphere in a way most natural for the sphere. These coordinates, or at

least two of them, are familiar to you from the expression of a location on the surface of the

Earth. Rather than x, y, z coodinates augmented with the constraint of being on the surface
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of Earth, we use latitude and longitude to express a location. That is, we put a grid on the

surface of Earth in terms of relative angle from the Equator and the Prime Meridian:
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lines of latitude

Given the value of the latitude θ and longitude φ, we can identify a unique point on the

surface of Earth. Latitude is also called the polar angle, because it ranges between the

poles, while longitude is an azimuthal angle as it varies about the axis defined by the

poles.

Further, for our sphere of interest that we want to calculate its moment of inertia, we

need a radial coordinate r that varies from 0 (center of Earth) to R (surface of Earth). With

r, θ, φ specified, we identify a unique point in the sphere. Also, note that restricting to the

surface of Earth is very simple: we just require that r = R, with no squares or square-roots

like in Cartesian coordinates.

With these coordinates identified, let’s now figure out what the expression for the small

volume dV is. Let’s draw a picture:

<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

<latexit sha1_base64="bdgSYd72EG+k7IGd+MQ2bgnaTPY=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKwJEr7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOktjP0=</latexit>z

<latexit sha1_base64="xrgHf9/i0ZUqqbmXkI7AknJIYks=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mk1B4LXjxWsB/QhrLZbpqlu5uwuxFK6F/w4kERr/4hb/4bN20O2vpg4PHeDDPzgoQzbVz32yltbe/s7pX3KweHR8cn1dOzno5TRWiXxDxWgwBrypmkXcMMp4NEUSwCTvvB7C73+09UaRbLRzNPqC/wVLKQEWxyaZREbFytuXV3CbRJvILUoEBnXP0aTWKSCioN4Vjroecmxs+wMoxwuqiMUk0TTGZ4SoeWSiyo9rPlrQt0ZZUJCmNlSxq0VH9PZFhoPReB7RTYRHrdy8X/vGFqwpafMZmkhkqyWhSmHJkY5Y+jCVOUGD63BBPF7K2IRFhhYmw8FRuCt/7yJund1L1mvfHQqLVbRRxluIBLuAYPbqEN99CBLhCI4Ble4c0Rzovz7nysWktOMXMOf+B8/gATdI4+</latexit>

�

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r

<latexit sha1_base64="nwEGvUi8XWlV57OMG0uLvvNqO1o=">AAAB6XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx6r2A9oQ9lsNu3SzSbsToRS+g+8eFDEq//Im//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJXCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNkmmGW+xRCa6G1DDpVC8hQIl76aa0ziQvBOMb+d+54lrIxL1iJOU+zEdKhEJRtFKD6EelCtu1V2ArBMvJxXI0RyUv/phwrKYK2SSGtPz3BT9KdUomOSzUj8zPKVsTIe8Z6miMTf+dHHpjFxYJSRRom0pJAv198SUxsZM4sB2xhRHZtWbi/95vQyjuj8VKs2QK7ZcFGWSYELmb5NQaM5QTiyhTAt7K2EjqilDG07JhuCtvrxO2ldV77pau69VGvU8jiKcwTlcggc30IA7aEILGETwDK/w5oydF+fd+Vi2Fpx85hT+wPn8AZn0jWM=</latexit>

dr
<latexit sha1_base64="Uq4MfBM/vw9eECS6ah+Sp7tUeMw=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48VTFtoQ9lsJu3SzSbsboRS+hu8eFDEqz/Im//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MBNcG9f9dkobm1vbO+Xdyt7+weFR9fikrdNcMfRZKlLVDalGwSX6hhuB3UwhTUKBnXB8N/c7T6g0T+WjmWQYJHQoecwZNVbyo3424oNqza27C5B14hWkBgVag+pXP0pZnqA0TFCte56bmWBKleFM4KzSzzVmlI3pEHuWSpqgDqaLY2fkwioRiVNlSxqyUH9PTGmi9SQJbWdCzUivenPxP6+Xm7gRTLnMcoOSLRfFuSAmJfPPScQVMiMmllCmuL2VsBFVlBmbT8WG4K2+vE7aV3Xvpn79cF1rNoo4ynAG53AJHtxCE+6hBT4w4PAMr/DmSOfFeXc+lq0lp5g5hT9wPn8A0X6OrA==</latexit>

d�

<latexit sha1_base64="a3GvfkCql8lI203P62rJT0GoJrc=">AAAB7nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWw2k3bpZhN2J0IJ/RFePCji1d/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEph0HW/ndLG5tb2Tnm3srd/cHhUPT7pmCTTHNo8kYnuBcyAFAraKFBCL9XA4kBCN5jczf3uE2gjEvWI0xT8mI2UiARnaKVuOMAxIBtWa27dXYCuE68gNVKgNax+DcKEZzEo5JIZ0/fcFP2caRRcwqwyyAykjE/YCPqWKhaD8fPFuTN6YZWQRom2pZAu1N8TOYuNmcaB7YwZjs2qNxf/8/oZRg0/FyrNEBRfLooySTGh899pKDRwlFNLGNfC3kr5mGnG0SZUsSF4qy+vk85V3bupXz9c15qNIo4yOSPn5JJ45JY0yT1pkTbhZEKeySt5c1LnxXl3PpatJaeYOSV/4Hz+AGLIj5U=</latexit>

d✓
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The volume of this little chunk is then simply the product of the length of its three sides.

Note that this is not simply dr dθ dφ, because, among other issues, volume has units of

length-cubed, while this expression only has dimensions of length (angles are dimensionless).

So we need to work a bit harder.

The length in the radial dimension of this chunk is indeed just dr, and to find the lengths

in the θ and φ dimensions, we will consider projections of the sphere in different planes.

Let’s take a slice of the sphere along a line of longitude to determine the length in the θ

dimension, lθ:

<latexit sha1_base64="F7NJ4TZWwt3PTYIrRckxZSz/ocg=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsN+3SzSbuToQS+ie8eFDEq3/Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqGW+xWMa6G1DDpVC8hQIl7yaa0yiQvBNMbud+54lrI2L1gNOE+xEdKREKRtFKXTno45gjHZQrbtVdgKwTLycVyNEclL/6w5ilEVfIJDWm57kJ+hnVKJjks1I/NTyhbEJHvGepohE3fra4d0YurDIkYaxtKSQL9fdERiNjplFgOyOKY7PqzcX/vF6KYd3PhEpS5IotF4WpJBiT+fNkKDRnKKeWUKaFvZWwMdWUoY2oZEPwVl9eJ+2rqnddrd3XKo16HkcRzuAcLsGDG2jAHTShBQwkPMMrvDmPzovz7nwsWwtOPnMKf+B8/gAmuZAG</latexit>

l✓
<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r

<latexit sha1_base64="a3GvfkCql8lI203P62rJT0GoJrc=">AAAB7nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWw2k3bpZhN2J0IJ/RFePCji1d/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEph0HW/ndLG5tb2Tnm3srd/cHhUPT7pmCTTHNo8kYnuBcyAFAraKFBCL9XA4kBCN5jczf3uE2gjEvWI0xT8mI2UiARnaKVuOMAxIBtWa27dXYCuE68gNVKgNax+DcKEZzEo5JIZ0/fcFP2caRRcwqwyyAykjE/YCPqWKhaD8fPFuTN6YZWQRom2pZAu1N8TOYuNmcaB7YwZjs2qNxf/8/oZRg0/FyrNEBRfLooySTGh899pKDRwlFNLGNfC3kr5mGnG0SZUsSF4qy+vk85V3bupXz9c15qNIo4yOSPn5JJ45JY0yT1pkTbhZEKeySt5c1LnxXl3PpatJaeYOSV/4Hz+AGLIj5U=</latexit>

d✓

<latexit sha1_base64="0bj3h2zT7t828uOWKErpoNTcPTY=">AAAB8nicbVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU9mVoj0WvHisYD9gu5Rsmrah2c2SzIpl6c/w4kERr/4ab/4b03YP2vog8HhvZjLzwkQKg6777RQ2Nre2d4q7pb39g8Oj8vFJ26hUM95iSirdDanhUsS8hQIl7yaa0yiUvBNObud+55FrI1T8gNOEBxEdxWIoGEUr+T3kT5glSvJZv1xxq+4CZJ14OalAjma//NUbKJZGPEYmqTG+5yYYZFSjYHZeqZcanlA2oSPuWxrTiJsgW6w8IxdWGZCh0vbFSBbq746MRsZMo9BWRhTHZtWbi/95forDepCJOEmRx2z50TCVBBWZ308GQnOGcmoJZVrYXQkbU00Z2pRKNgRv9eR10r6qetfV2n2t0qjncRThDM7hEjy4gQbcQRNawEDBM7zCm4POi/PufCxLC07ecwp/4Hz+APookbA=</latexit>

pole

<latexit sha1_base64="0bj3h2zT7t828uOWKErpoNTcPTY=">AAAB8nicbVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU9mVoj0WvHisYD9gu5Rsmrah2c2SzIpl6c/w4kERr/4ab/4b03YP2vog8HhvZjLzwkQKg6777RQ2Nre2d4q7pb39g8Oj8vFJ26hUM95iSirdDanhUsS8hQIl7yaa0yiUvBNObud+55FrI1T8gNOEBxEdxWIoGEUr+T3kT5glSvJZv1xxq+4CZJ14OalAjma//NUbKJZGPEYmqTG+5yYYZFSjYHZeqZcanlA2oSPuWxrTiJsgW6w8IxdWGZCh0vbFSBbq746MRsZMo9BWRhTHZtWbi/95forDepCJOEmRx2z50TCVBBWZ308GQnOGcmoJZVrYXQkbU00Z2pRKNgRv9eR10r6qetfV2n2t0qjncRThDM7hEjy4gQbcQRNawEDBM7zCm4POi/PufCxLC07ecwp/4Hz+APookbA=</latexit>

pole

The arc length of an angular region of size dθ at radius r is simply

lθ = r dθ , (8.42)

which is what we need.

Now, let’s take a slice along a line of latitude, an angle θ from the North Pole. The

picture of this for determining the length in the φ dimension, lφ, is

<latexit sha1_base64="hcOu37CuScuSJyTMVu1d+TkOid4=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi2mPBi8cK9gOaUDbbTbt0sxt2J0IJ/RlePCji1V/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZelApu0PO+ndLG5tb2Tnm3srd/cHhUPT7pGJVpytpUCaV7ETFMcMnayFGwXqoZSSLButHkbu53n5g2XMlHnKYsTMhI8phTglbq68BwGeCYIRlUa17dW8BdJ35BalCgNah+BUNFs4RJpIIY0/e9FMOcaORUsFklyAxLCZ2QEetbKknCTJgvTp65F1YZurHStiS6C/X3RE4SY6ZJZDsTgmOz6s3F/7x+hnEjzLlMM2SSLhfFmXBRufP/3SHXjKKYWkKo5vZWl46JJhRtShUbgr/68jrpXNX9m/r1w3Wt2SjiKMMZnMMl+HALTbiHFrSBgoJneIU3B50X5935WLaWnGLmFP7A+fwBmfSRcQ==</latexit>

r s
in
✓

<latexit sha1_base64="Uq4MfBM/vw9eECS6ah+Sp7tUeMw=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48VTFtoQ9lsJu3SzSbsboRS+hu8eFDEqz/Im//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MBNcG9f9dkobm1vbO+Xdyt7+weFR9fikrdNcMfRZKlLVDalGwSX6hhuB3UwhTUKBnXB8N/c7T6g0T+WjmWQYJHQoecwZNVbyo3424oNqza27C5B14hWkBgVag+pXP0pZnqA0TFCte56bmWBKleFM4KzSzzVmlI3pEHuWSpqgDqaLY2fkwioRiVNlSxqyUH9PTGmi9SQJbWdCzUivenPxP6+Xm7gRTLnMcoOSLRfFuSAmJfPPScQVMiMmllCmuL2VsBFVlBmbT8WG4K2+vE7aV3Xvpn79cF1rNoo4ynAG53AJHtxCE+6hBT4w4PAMr/DmSOfFeXc+lq0lp5g5hT9wPn8A0X6OrA==</latexit>

d�

<latexit sha1_base64="G7YFVDCNDrv0/Resajmu7qQvqHo=">AAAB7XicbVBNSwMxEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqexK0R4LXjxWsB/QLiWbZtvYbLIkWaEs/Q9ePCji1f/jzX9j2u5BWx8MPN6bYWZemAhurOd9o8LG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pG5VqylpUCaW7ITFMcMlallvBuolmJA4F64ST27nfeWLacCUf7DRhQUxGkkecEuukthj0kzEflCte1VsArxM/JxXI0RyUv/pDRdOYSUsFMabne4kNMqItp4LNSv3UsITQCRmxnqOSxMwE2eLaGb5wyhBHSruSFi/U3xMZiY2ZxqHrjIkdm1VvLv7n9VIb1YOMyyS1TNLloigV2Co8fx0PuWbUiqkjhGrubsV0TDSh1gVUciH4qy+vk/ZV1b+u1u5rlUY9j6MIZ3AOl+DDDTTgDprQAgqP8Ayv8IYUekHv6GPZWkD5zCn8Afr8AZSdjx0=</latexit>

l�

Note that now the radius of this slice is r sin θ which you can see from the geometry of where

the chunk is located:
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<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

<latexit sha1_base64="bdgSYd72EG+k7IGd+MQ2bgnaTPY=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKwJEr7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOktjP0=</latexit>z

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>
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relevant radius

It then follows that this arc length is

lφ = r sin θ dφ . (8.43)

Putting it all together, we find the volume of a small chunk in spherical coordinates to

be

dV = dr dlθ dlφ = r2 sin θ dr dθ dφ , (8.44)

located a distance r from the origin and an angle θ from the North Pole. Whew!

8.2.3 Three-Dimensional Integration

Okay, now we just need to multiply this volume by the density ρ, then by the distance from

the axis of rotation (the z axis) and integrate, and we have the moment of inertia. We had

just identified the distance from the z axis in calculating the volume element of the chunk:

rz = r sin θ , (8.45)

so the moment of inertia of the chunk is

dI = ρ r2
z dV = ρ r4 sin3 θ dr dθ dφ . (8.46)

The total moment of inertia of the sphere is

I =

∫
dI = ρ

∫ R

0

r4 dr ·
∫ π

0

sin3 θ dθ ·
∫ 2π

0

dφ . (8.47)
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Note the simple product of one-dimensional integrals here. That will make life very

simple (and something that would not have happened with Cartesian coordinates). Note

also the bounds of integration: r ranges from 0 to R, the radius of the sphere; θ ranges from

0 radians (North Pole) to π radians (South Pole); and φ ranges from 0 to 2π radians (all the

way around a circle). So, two of these integrals are∫ R

0

r4 dr =
R5

5
,

∫ 2π

0

dφ = 2π . (8.48)

The integral over θ can be evaluated using a u-substitution which I encourage you to derive

on your own. The answer is ∫ π

0

sin3 θ dθ =
4

3
. (8.49)

With the density of

ρ =
3

4

M

πR3
, (8.50)

we find the moment of inertia of the sphere to be

Isphere =
3

4

M

πR3
· R

5

5
· 4

3
· 2π =

2

5
MR2 . (8.51)

Whew!

8.3 Ball Through a Loop-the-Loop Redux

In the previous lectures, we motivated the moment of inertia as a measure of rotational

inertia, analogous to mass as linear inertia that opposes changes to its motion. From one

perspective, moment of inertia is just a short-hand for a complete analysis of the masses and

velocities of objects undergoing rotational motion. One could just use standard Newton’s

laws to describe rotational motion, and everything would work out. However, we will see

starting now that re-expressing Newton’s laws, kinetic energies, forces, etc., in a rotational

language will be extremely powerful and convenient.
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8.3.1 Review

In this lecture, we will revisit a problem we had analyzed with energy conservation a while

ago, now accounting for rotational motion as well. We are going back to the old loop-the-

loop problem: given a ramp that leads to a loop-the-loop of radius R, what is the minimum

height h that a ball should be released from to make it all the way around the ramp?
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2R

Let’s remind ourselves of what we had done previously. First, assuming that the ball slides

down the ramp without friction, we used conservation of energy to relate the initial gravita-

tional potential energy to the energy at the top of the loop. We have:

mgh =
1

2
mv2 +mg(2R) , (8.52)

where the mass of the ball is m and the speed of the ball at the top of the loop is v. Now,

for the ball to stay in the loop, it must be traveling in a circle, which enforces a minimum

centripetal acceleration. At the top of the loop, centripetal acceleration is minimized if the

ball just comes off the loop there, so the only force acting on it is gravity. So, demanding

that the centripetal acceleration at the top of the loop is at least g, we find that the speed

v is

g =
v2

R
, or that v2 = Rg . (8.53)

Inserting this into the conservation of energy from earlier, we then find

mgh =
1

2
m(Rg) +mg(2R) , or that h =

5

2
R . (8.54)

We can test this, as we have done, and we find that the ball doesn’t make it all the way

around if we release it from a height of h = 5
2
R. We have to release the ball higher!
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8.3.2 Including Rotational Kinetic Energy

So what is going on? Now, with our introduction to rotational dynamics, we know that there

is more energy in the ball than just that from translation of it center-of-mass. As the ball

goes down the ramp, it is both translating and rotating about its center:
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~v

Indeed, the ball is rolling without slipping, which interestingly implies that static friction is

very important. The ball we roll down the ramp is a solid metal sphere (a ball bearing) so

its total kinetic energy when rolling can be expressed as motion of its center-of-mass and

rotation about its center-of-mass:

K =
1

2
mv2 +

1

2
Iω2 =

1

2
mv2 +

1

2

2

5
mr2ω2 . (8.55)

In the second equation, we inserted the expression for the moment of inertia of a sphere

with mass m and radius r. Further, if the ball is rolling without slipping, we have a simple

relationship between the speed and angular speed:

v = ωr . (8.56)

Then, the kinetic energy of the rolling ball is

K =
1

2
mv2 +

1

2

2

5
mr2ω2 =

(
1

2
+

1

5

)
mv2 =

7

10
mv2 . (8.57)

The coefficient 7/10 is kind of weird, but if it works to describe our data/demonstration,

then it isn’t that weird.

So, with this result, our conservation of energy expression becomes

mgh =
7

10
mv2 +mg(2R) . (8.58)
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We still have the requirement that the minimum centripetal acceleration is g so that

v2 = Rg . (8.59)

This then implies that

mgh =
7

10
mRg +mg(2R) , (8.60)

or that the minimum height h that the ball must be released from to go around the loop-

the-loop is

h =
27

10
R >

5

2
R . (8.61)

Let’s test this out! (See https://youtu.be/P_bMYJsrewo)

8.3.3 Other Effects

Apparently, we need to go a little higher than even 27/10R to get the ball to go completely

around the loop. Of course, we can wave our hands and say words like “sounds energy

losses,” “friction,” and the like, but there are a couple of physics points that we have ignored

that I want to ask about now.

Example

First, the ball isn’t sitting on top of the ramp; it rides between two rails like so
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rails

Note that the distance from the rails to the axis of rotation of the ball, rc, is less than the

radius of the ball, r. How does this affect the minimum height from which the ball needs to

be released?

(a) Increases h beyond 27
10
R

(b) Decreases h

(c) No effect on the minimum height

https://youtu.be/P_bMYJsrewo
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Okay, let’s figure this out. Again, the kinetic energy of the rolling ball is

K =
1

2
mv2 +

1

2
Iω2 =

1

2
mv2 +

1

5
mr2ω2 . (8.62)

Note, however, that the speed is not v = rω, but set by the smaller radius rc:

v = rcω . (8.63)

Then, the kinetic energy of the ball is

K =
1

2
mv2 +

1

5
mr

r2

r2
c

r2
cω

2 =

(
1

2

r2

r2
c

)
mv2 . (8.64)

Our conservation of energy equation is therefore

mgh =

(
1

2

r2

r2
c

)
mv2 +mg(2R) =

(
1

2

r2

r2
c

)
mgR +mg(2R) , (8.65)

where we have inserted v2 = gR by the centripetal acceleration. Then, the minimum height

h is

h =

(
5

2
+

1

5

r2

r2
c

)
R >

27

10
R , (8.66)

because r > rc. So, we have to release the ball even higher.

Example

There is another effect we have ignored. Because of the finite size of the ball, its center-of-

mass actually doesn’t get to a height of 2R at the top of the loop. If the ball rode on top of

the ramp, it would only be at a height of 2R− r:
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Accounting for the separated rails that the ball rides between, this height is increased to

2R− rc:
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How does this displacement of the ball’s center-of-mass affect the minimum height further?

(a) Increases h

(b) Decreases h

(c) No effect on the minimum height

Because the center-of-mass only gets to a height of 2R− rc, this affects the conservation

of energy expression:

mgh =

(
1

2

r2

r2
c

)
mv2 +mg(2R− rc) . (8.67)

Additionally, the radius of the circle through which the center-of-mass travels in the loop-

the-loop is R− rc, and not just R:

Then, the restriction on centripetal acceleration is

g =
v2

R− rc
, or that v2 = (R− rc)g . (8.68)

Then, conservation of energy becomes

mgh =

(
1

2

r2

r2
c

)
mg(R− rc) +mg(2R− rc) , (8.69)

which slightly decreases the minimum value of h by a distance ∆h:

∆h = −
(

3

2
+

1

5

r2

r2
c

)
rc , (8.70)

which is quite small compared to the increase in h from accounting for the rails.
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8.4 The Right-Hand Rule

In the previous few lectures, we have introduced a formalism for describing the dynamics of

a rotating rigid body. I want to emphasize that Newton’s second law as we introduced it

near the beginning of this course, as well as our expressions for kinetic energies, momenta,

etc., can all be used to describe a rigid body that is rotating, but it is very convenient to

rephrase expressions exclusively in terms of properties of rotation. For example, if you have

an object that is rotating about the axis like so:

<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r
<latexit sha1_base64="MSyf+/nSFTPJ8Idoc5IQ97RcMqM=">AAAB6XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx6r2A9oQ9lsNu3S3U3Y3Qgl9B948aCIV/+RN/+NmzYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QcKZNq777ZQ2Nre2d8q7lb39g8Oj6vFJV8epIrRDYh6rfoA15UzSjmGG036iKBYBp71gepv7vSeqNIvlo5kl1Bd4LFnECDZWegjFqFpz6+4CaJ14BalBgfao+jUMY5IKKg3hWOuB5ybGz7AyjHA6rwxTTRNMpnhMB5ZKLKj2s8Wlc3RhlRBFsbIlDVqovycyLLSeicB2CmwmetXLxf+8QWqipp8xmaSGSrJcFKUcmRjlb6OQKUoMn1mCiWL2VkQmWGFibDgVG4K3+vI66V7Vvet6475RazWLOMpwBudwCR7cQAvuoA0dIBDBM7zCmzN1Xpx352PZWnKKmVP4A+fzB5JgjV4=</latexit>

dm

<latexit sha1_base64="QDp0Ck+syZAzsjeueBWnCPF3xCk=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxGMA9IljA7mU3GzGOZmRXCkn/w4kERr/6PN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e6KEs6M9f1vr7CxubW9U9wt7e0fHB6Vj0/aRqWa0BZRXOluhA3lTNKWZZbTbqIpFhGnnWhyO/c7T1QbpuSDnSY0FHgkWcwItk5q95WgIzwoV/yqvwBaJ0FOKpCjOSh/9YeKpIJKSzg2phf4iQ0zrC0jnM5K/dTQBJMJHtGeoxILasJsce0MXThliGKlXUmLFurviQwLY6Yicp0C27FZ9ebif14vtXE9zJhMUkslWS6KU46sQvPX0ZBpSiyfOoKJZu5WRMZYY2JdQCUXQrD68jppX1WD62rtvlZp1PM4inAG53AJAdxAA+6gCS0g8AjP8ApvnvJevHfvY9la8PKZU/gD7/MHkB2PGg==</latexit>!

you can calculate its kinetic energy by summing up the kinetic energy of every little mass

that composes it. This would be

K =
1

2

∫
v2 dm =

1

2

∫
ω2r2 dm =

1

2

(∫
r2 dm

)
ω2 =

1

2
Iω2 . (8.71)

In the second equality, we note that a rigid body must rotate with the same angular velocity

everywhere and r is the distance from little mass dm to the axis of rotation. Because ω is

constant over the object, it can pull out of the integral and we identify that the integral that

remains is just the moment of inertia of the object. So, it becomes much more convenient

to express the kinetic energy of a rotating object as 1
2
Iω2, because we only have to calculate

the moment of inertia once and for all.

Nevertheless, there was still something slightly odd about how we denoted the angular

velocity of the object. We say “angular velocity,” but I have never expressed it as a vector;

that is, I have only written ω, not ~ω. This might seem a bit odd because “velocity” is

definitely a vector. Further, how we have expressed the direction of rotation is a bit strange

from the perspective of linear motion, for example. For an object traveling along a non-

straight path, we wouldn’t draw its relative velocity as

<latexit sha1_base64="UiWlQkQPgxDQ9Di2+nV1tPPM0Wc=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkUm/XHGr7gJknXg5qUCORr/81RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYyfUWU4Ezgr9VKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP1sce2MXFhlQMJY2ZKGLNTfExmNtJ5Gge2MqBnpVW8u/ud1UxPW/IzLJDUo2XJRmApiYjJ/nQy4QmbE1BLKFLe3EjaiijJjAyrZELzVl9dJ66rq3VSvH64r9VoeRxHO4BwuwYNbqMM9NKAJDJ7gGV7hzYmdF+fd+Vi2Fpx85hT+wPn8AT+CjuU=</latexit>

~v
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yet we seem comfortable drawing the direction of rotation of an object in a non-straight

manner:

<latexit sha1_base64="QDp0Ck+syZAzsjeueBWnCPF3xCk=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxGMA9IljA7mU3GzGOZmRXCkn/w4kERr/6PN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e6KEs6M9f1vr7CxubW9U9wt7e0fHB6Vj0/aRqWa0BZRXOluhA3lTNKWZZbTbqIpFhGnnWhyO/c7T1QbpuSDnSY0FHgkWcwItk5q95WgIzwoV/yqvwBaJ0FOKpCjOSh/9YeKpIJKSzg2phf4iQ0zrC0jnM5K/dTQBJMJHtGeoxILasJsce0MXThliGKlXUmLFurviQwLY6Yicp0C27FZ9ebif14vtXE9zJhMUkslWS6KU46sQvPX0ZBpSiyfOoKJZu5WRMZYY2JdQCUXQrD68jppX1WD62rtvlZp1PM4inAG53AJAdxAA+6gCS0g8AjP8ApvnvJevHfvY9la8PKZU/gD7/MHkB2PGg==</latexit>!

Yet another issue is that an object rotating at a constant rate should continue to rotate

at a constant rate if there are no external forces acting on it. We’ve seen hints of this

before, but the argument is simple: to rotate requires a force that keeps every point in the

object in centripetal acceleration. This centripetal acceleration can be completely accounted

for by internal forces in the system object; c.f., two mutually-orbiting bodies interacting

gravitationally. As such, there should be no ambiguity for what the angular velocity is. We

shouldn’t need a wonky curvy arrow to denote it. So let’s figure out a better notation.

8.4.1 Right-Hand Rule #1: Angular Velocity

For concreteness, let’s consider rotating a bicycle tire about the axis through its center:

<latexit sha1_base64="vgc1dw2Kg8NZVtWKGBdV387IC/s=">AAACAHicbVBNS8NAEN34WetX1IMHL4tF8FQSKdpjwYvHCvYD2lA22027dJMNuxNpCbn4V7x4UMSrP8Ob/8ZtmoO2Phh4vDfDzDw/FlyD43xba+sbm1vbpZ3y7t7+waF9dNzWMlGUtagUUnV9opngEWsBB8G6sWIk9AXr+JPbud95ZEpzGT3ALGZeSEYRDzglYKSBfdoHNoWUTLnGMsBKQm5kA7viVJ0ceJW4BamgAs2B/dUfSpqELAIqiNY914nBS4kCTgXLyv1Es5jQCRmxnqERCZn20vyBDF8YZYgDqUxFgHP190RKQq1noW86QwJjvezNxf+8XgJB3Ut5FCfAIrpYFCQCg8TzNPCQK0ZBzAwhVHFzK6ZjoggFk1nZhOAuv7xK2ldV97pau69VGvUijhI6Q+foErnoBjXQHWqiFqIoQ8/oFb1ZT9aL9W59LFrXrGLmBP2B9fkDX1iW4w==</latexit>

axis of rotation

Given this axis of rotation, how many options are there for the direction of rotation? This

is amazingly simple and profound: given an axis of rotation, there are only two options for

the direction of rotation. The wheel can rotate with the front of the tire moving down or up

from your perspective:
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<latexit sha1_base64="QDp0Ck+syZAzsjeueBWnCPF3xCk=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxGMA9IljA7mU3GzGOZmRXCkn/w4kERr/6PN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e6KEs6M9f1vr7CxubW9U9wt7e0fHB6Vj0/aRqWa0BZRXOluhA3lTNKWZZbTbqIpFhGnnWhyO/c7T1QbpuSDnSY0FHgkWcwItk5q95WgIzwoV/yqvwBaJ0FOKpCjOSh/9YeKpIJKSzg2phf4iQ0zrC0jnM5K/dTQBJMJHtGeoxILasJsce0MXThliGKlXUmLFurviQwLY6Yicp0C27FZ9ebif14vtXE9zJhMUkslWS6KU46sQvPX0ZBpSiyfOoKJZu5WRMZYY2JdQCUXQrD68jppX1WD62rtvlZp1PM4inAG53AJAdxAA+6gCS0g8AjP8ApvnvJevHfvY9la8PKZU/gD7/MHkB2PGg==</latexit>!

or

<latexit sha1_base64="QDp0Ck+syZAzsjeueBWnCPF3xCk=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxGMA9IljA7mU3GzGOZmRXCkn/w4kERr/6PN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e6KEs6M9f1vr7CxubW9U9wt7e0fHB6Vj0/aRqWa0BZRXOluhA3lTNKWZZbTbqIpFhGnnWhyO/c7T1QbpuSDnSY0FHgkWcwItk5q95WgIzwoV/yqvwBaJ0FOKpCjOSh/9YeKpIJKSzg2phf4iQ0zrC0jnM5K/dTQBJMJHtGeoxILasJsce0MXThliGKlXUmLFurviQwLY6Yicp0C27FZ9ebif14vtXE9zJhMUkslWS6KU46sQvPX0ZBpSiyfOoKJZu5WRMZYY2JdQCUXQrD68jppX1WD62rtvlZp1PM4inAG53AJAdxAA+6gCS0g8AjP8ApvnvJevHfvY9la8PKZU/gD7/MHkB2PGg==</latexit>!

However, “moving up” or “moving down” is not a unique way to define rotation. If the

wheel looks to be moving up to you, what does it look like to someone on the other side of

the wheel? They see it moving down! So, we need another way to denote the direction of

rotation.

Let’s look at the wheel head-on:

<latexit sha1_base64="lBrRKW/Eya++HHEBN88CydNix/E=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7AekoWy223bpJht2J9IS+jO8eFDEq7/Gm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSMirVjDeZkkp3Qmq4FDFvokDJO4nmNAolb4fju7nffuLaCBU/4jThQUSHsRgIRtFKfhf5BDM6EWbWK1fcqrsAWSdeTiqQo9Erf3X7iqURj5FJaozvuQkGGdUomOSzUjc1PKFsTIfctzSmETdBtjh5Ri6s0icDpW3FSBbq74mMRsZMo9B2RhRHZtWbi/95foqDWpCJOEmRx2y5aJBKgorM/yd9oTlDObWEMi3srYSNqKYMbUolG4K3+vI6aV1VvZvq9cN1pV7L4yjCGZzDJXhwC3W4hwY0gYGCZ3iFNwedF+fd+Vi2Fpx85hT+wPn8AQGykbU=</latexit>

axis

Note that there are the same numbers of directions of rotation (2) as sides of the wheel (2).

Another way to say this is that given the axis of rotation, we can move along it to the left

or to the right. So, a natural way to express the angular velocity is as a vector that points

either to the left or the right along the axis. Then, the axis is clear and the direction of

rotation is unambiguous, given a convention for mapping direction of rotation to a direction

along the axis. This mapping is called the right-hand rule. What one does is curl the

finger on your right hand in the direction of rotation and then your thumb points in the

direction of the angular velocity vector, ~ω. For the wheel, we have
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<latexit sha1_base64="QTUBO1IJ+qX6FyA9MZ9+g2xsOwM=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNzSZLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx26hUU9aiSijdDYlhgkvWAg6CdRPNSBwK1gknN3O/88C04UrewzRhQUxGkkecErDSwC33gT1CphUshNnArXhVbwG8TvycVFCO5sD96g8VTWMmgQpiTM/3EggyooFTwWalfmpYQuiEjFjPUkliZoJscfgMn1tliCOlbUnAC/X3REZiY6ZxaDtjAmOz6s3F/7xeClE9yLhMUmCSLhdFqcCg8DwFPOSaURBTSwjV3N6K6ZhoQsFmVbIh+Ksvr5P2ZdW/qtbuapVGPY+jiE7RGbpAPrpGDXSLmqiFKErRM3pFb86T8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5ygP3A+fwDCuJPJ</latexit>

rotation

<latexit sha1_base64="L1HJ3QGkn53746PJKENZfFN16tc=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9IQtlsJ+3S3WzY3RRK6M/w4kERr/4ab/4bt20O2vpg4PHeDDPzopQzbVz32yltbe/s7pX3KweHR8cn1dOzrpaZotChkkvVj4gGzhLoGGY49FMFREQcetHkfuH3pqA0k8mTmaUQCjJKWMwoMVbygylQHEgBIzKo1ty6uwTeJF5BaqhAe1D9CoaSZgISQznR2vfc1IQ5UYZRDvNKkGlICZ2QEfiWJkSADvPlyXN8ZZUhjqWylRi8VH9P5ERoPROR7RTEjPW6txD/8/zMxM0wZ0maGUjoalGccWwkXvyPh0wBNXxmCaGK2VsxHRNFqLEpVWwI3vrLm6R7U/du643HRq3VLOIoowt0ia6Rh+5QCz2gNuogiiR6Rq/ozTHOi/PufKxaS04xc47+wPn8AfVHkQY=</latexit>

~!

<latexit sha1_base64="QTUBO1IJ+qX6FyA9MZ9+g2xsOwM=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNzSZLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx26hUU9aiSijdDYlhgkvWAg6CdRPNSBwK1gknN3O/88C04UrewzRhQUxGkkecErDSwC33gT1CphUshNnArXhVbwG8TvycVFCO5sD96g8VTWMmgQpiTM/3EggyooFTwWalfmpYQuiEjFjPUkliZoJscfgMn1tliCOlbUnAC/X3REZiY6ZxaDtjAmOz6s3F/7xeClE9yLhMUmCSLhdFqcCg8DwFPOSaURBTSwjV3N6K6ZhoQsFmVbIh+Ksvr5P2ZdW/qtbuapVGPY+jiE7RGbpAPrpGDXSLmqiFKErRM3pFb86T8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5ygP3A+fwDCuJPJ</latexit> ro
ta

ti
on

or

<latexit sha1_base64="QTUBO1IJ+qX6FyA9MZ9+g2xsOwM=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNzSZLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx26hUU9aiSijdDYlhgkvWAg6CdRPNSBwK1gknN3O/88C04UrewzRhQUxGkkecErDSwC33gT1CphUshNnArXhVbwG8TvycVFCO5sD96g8VTWMmgQpiTM/3EggyooFTwWalfmpYQuiEjFjPUkliZoJscfgMn1tliCOlbUnAC/X3REZiY6ZxaDtjAmOz6s3F/7xeClE9yLhMUmCSLhdFqcCg8DwFPOSaURBTSwjV3N6K6ZhoQsFmVbIh+Ksvr5P2ZdW/qtbuapVGPY+jiE7RGbpAPrpGDXSLmqiFKErRM3pFb86T8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5ygP3A+fwDCuJPJ</latexit> ro
ta

ti
on

<latexit sha1_base64="L1HJ3QGkn53746PJKENZfFN16tc=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9IQtlsJ+3S3WzY3RRK6M/w4kERr/4ab/4bt20O2vpg4PHeDDPzopQzbVz32yltbe/s7pX3KweHR8cn1dOzrpaZotChkkvVj4gGzhLoGGY49FMFREQcetHkfuH3pqA0k8mTmaUQCjJKWMwoMVbygylQHEgBIzKo1ty6uwTeJF5BaqhAe1D9CoaSZgISQznR2vfc1IQ5UYZRDvNKkGlICZ2QEfiWJkSADvPlyXN8ZZUhjqWylRi8VH9P5ERoPROR7RTEjPW6txD/8/zMxM0wZ0maGUjoalGccWwkXvyPh0wBNXxmCaGK2VsxHRNFqLEpVWwI3vrLm6R7U/du643HRq3VLOIoowt0ia6Rh+5QCz2gNuogiiR6Rq/ozTHOi/PufKxaS04xc47+wPn8AfVHkQY=</latexit>

~!

This is but one of the many right-hand rules in physics.

8.4.2 Right-Hand Rule #2: Torque

The second right-hand rule we will introduce now. How do we get the wheel rotating in the

first place? Just like with getting an object to move from rest, we have to apply a force.

Unlike for linear motion, however, just applying any old force won’t do. For example, if I

pushed the wheel perpendicular to it (radially), in the direction of the center of the wheel,

would the wheel rotate? I only care if it rotates, not if it moves otherwise. That is, I apply

a force

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

No! To convince yourself of this, try closing a door by pushing on the edge of the door,

toward the hinge.

To get the wheel rotating, we have to apply a force with some non-zero component

tangent to the surface of the wheel:

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

The component of the force in the direction of the axis of rotation is doing nothing to help

actually rotate the wheel. So, the component of the force that works to rotate the wheel is

perpendicular to the position vector at which the force is applied:
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<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F
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relevant force for rotation

Further, more change in rotation is accomplished by pushing farther from the axis of

rotation. If we push a door right at the hinge, it is very hard to close the door, which is

why door handles are located at the outside edge of the door. Similarly, for the same force,

there is much less change in rotation of the wheel if the force is applied near the axis of

rotation. By the way, does that imply that higher or lower gears on a bike correspond to a

force applied farther from the axis/axle?

So, if we only want the component perpendicular to the position with respect to the axis

and we want to be further away from the axis to rotate more easily, this suggests that the

“rotational force” or torque τ has magnitude

τ = Fr sin θ , (8.72)

where θ is the angle between ~F and ~r. This torque is the agent that enacts rotational

change, so, by Newton’s second law, is equal to the product of rotational inertia and angular

acceleration:

τ = Iα , (8.73)

where I is the moment of inertia (rotational inertia) and α is the angular acceleration. This

is referred to as Newton’s second law for rotations. For forces acting on two masses connected

by a rigid rod, we had derived this expression simply through manipulations of Newton’s

second law for linear motion.

Example

This is great, but it’s not a vector equation yet. We need to figure out the direction of

angular acceleration that a given torque induces. Let’s consider a force on the tire as such
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~r

What direction will the wheel rotate? So therefore what is the direction of angular velocity?

(a) no rotation

(b) ~ω ⊗ (into the page)

(c) ~ω � (out of the page)

Let’s place the force and position vectors with their tails together:
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~r

This force will enact a rotation clockwise from our perspective, so angular velocity or accel-

eration are both into the page. We used the right-hand rule to find that direction of angular

velocity; can we construct a right-hand rule with ~r and ~F that produces the same direction?

Indeed, and the right-hand rule for the direction of torque is:

1. Place your left hand behind your back.

2. Point the fingers of your right hand in the direction of position vector ~r.

3. Curl the fingers of your right hand in the direction of force vector ~F .

4. The thumb of your right hand points in the direction of torque ~τ .

Does this work for our example here? Remember, it is called the right-hand rule for a reason:

you have to use your right hand! (See step 1 above.) This isn’t some conspiracy against

southpaws, we just need some convention for defining the direction of angular vectors.

To end this discussion, I want to express Newton’s second law for rotations in vector form.

It should encode the direction information we have discussed and this can be accomplished

by a vector cross product,

~τ = ~r × ~F = I~α . (8.74)
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The magnitude of the cross product of two vectors is

|~r × ~F | = rF sin θ , (8.75)

where θ is their relative angle.

8.5 Static Equilibrium

Previously, we had introduced the angular velocity and torque as honest vectors, identifying

the direction associated with them. This was non-trivial and unfamiliar from our analysis

of vectors like velocity and force, because angular velocity and torque describe properties of

rotation in a plane. Our solution to identifying a unique direction for these vectors was to

note that they should encode information about the axis of rotation, and the direction of

rotation about the axis of rotation. Given an axis of rotation, an object can rotate one of two

directions, and so we identify the angular velocity vector as pointing in one of two directions

down the axis of rotation. In practice we find the direction of ~ω using the right-hand rule:

point the fingers on your right hand in the direction of rotation, curl them in the direction

of rotation about the axis, and your thumb points in the direction of ~ω:
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We identified torque as the application of a force on an extended object that acts to change

the rotational motion of that object. As such, there is a corresponding Newton’s law for

rotation

~τ = I~α , (8.76)

where ~τ is the torque, I is the object’s moment of inertia, and ~α is the angular acceleration.

Torque is not just a force; it depends on how and where on an object it is applied, with

respect to the axis of rotation. For example, a bicycle tire where we apply a force as so:



Chapter 8. Rotation 154

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="mS5TWSF64ZQ+/wmAkuclD0Ce7pg=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi2mPBi8cKpi20oWw223bpZjfsToQS+hu8eFDEqz/Im//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8KBXcoOd9O6WNza3tnfJuZW//4PCoenzSNirTlAVUCaW7ETFMcMkC5ChYN9WMJJFgnWhyN/c7T0wbruQjTlMWJmQk+ZBTglYK+ipWOKjWvLq3gLtO/ILUoEBrUP3qx4pmCZNIBTGm53sphjnRyKlgs0o/MywldEJGrGepJAkzYb44duZeWCV2h0rbkugu1N8TOUmMmSaR7UwIjs2qNxf/83oZDhthzmWaIZN0uWiYCReVO//cjblmFMXUEkI1t7e6dEw0oWjzqdgQ/NWX10n7qu7f1K8frmvNRhFHGc7gHC7Bh1towj20IAAKHJ7hFd4c6bw4787HsrXkFDOn8AfO5w/rSo69</latexit>� <latexit sha1_base64="XWvabcey7nOVZ82tM901+YTzcz4=">AAAB8HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ic0oWy223bpZhN2J4US+iu8eFDEqz/Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSMnGqGW+yWMa6E1LDpVC8iQIl7ySa0yiUvB2O7+Z+e8K1EbF6xGnCg4gOlRgIRtFKT/6EM+IjTXvlilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0euUvvx+zNOIKmaTGdD03wSCjGgWTfFbyU8MTysZ0yLuWKhpxE2SLg2fkwip9Moi1LYVkof6eyGhkzDQKbWdEcWRWvbn4n9dNcVALMqGSFLliy0WDVBKMyfx70heaM5RTSyjTwt5K2IhqytBmVLIheKsvr5PWVdW7qV4/XFfqtTyOIpzBOVyCB7dQh3toQBMYRPAMr/DmaOfFeXc+lq0FJ585hT9wPn8AgruQMw==</latexit>

~⌧

Only the component perpendicular to the radial vector ~r of the force ~F acts to rotate the

tire. This component can be extracted with the vector cross product,

~τ = ~r × ~F , (8.77)

which has magnitude τ = rF sin θ, where θ is the angle between ~r and ~F . The direction of

torque is also found from a right-hand rule. This time, the rule is to point the fingers on

your right hand in the direction of ~r, curl in the direction of ~F , and your thumb points in

the direction of torque or angular acceleration.

8.5.1 Saqsaywaman

Now, with that long set-up and review, let’s discuss some consequences. To motivate this

lecture’s topic, I want to take a brief digression and discuss the Saqsaywaman site near

Cuzco, Peru. Saqsaywaman is a millenium-old city located in the mountains above Cuzco,

of which all that remains are enormous stones terraced on the hillside and placed with

exquisite precision on one another. An overview photograph of Saqsaywaman that I took

is shown in Fig. 8.1, while a photograph of the detail of the stone placement is shown in

Fig. 8.2.

So how does one go about building a structure like Saqsaywaman? We don’t know

actually how it was done almost a thousand years ago, but we can answer the question of

how we would build it now, knowing the laws of physics formalized as we have discussed. If

we want to construct a wall to stand for a thousand years, then an obvious requirement is

that we want the wall, and every element of the wall, to be at rest. Again, “at rest” means

that the center-of-mass of an object is not moving. If the center-of-mass is not moving, then

necessarily the net force on that object is 0:

~Fnet = 0 . (8.78)

For a wall, we need the net force of every element of the wall to be 0.
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Figure 8.1: Photograph of the Saqsaywaman site above Cusco, Peru.

It’s not enough to just have the net force on an object vanish for the wall to stand. A

wall is a very boring object: it looks identical at any time after it is constructed. We know

of systems for which their center-of-mass is at rest, and yet change in time. For example,

we had studied two massive objects mutually orbiting their common center-of-mass through

gravitation. There were no external forces, so the center-of-mass was at rest, yet the rotation

about the center-of-mass meant that the system had some non-trivial time dependence. If

you come back at some later time, you would see the masses in a different position than

originally. So, if a wall is not to move in any way, we must also require that it has no

motion/rotation about the center-of-mass. If this is the case, then the net torque on the

object is 0:

~τnet = 0 . (8.79)

Again, for a wall, we need the net torque of every element of the wall to be 0.

So, compactly, we require that every element of the wall satisfies:

~Fnet = 0 , ⇒ no motion of the center-of-mass,
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Figure 8.2: Detail of the stone placement at Saqsaywaman.

~τnet = 0 , ⇒ no motion about the center-of-mass.

These two conditions are sufficient to enforce no motion of the object whatsoever. When

they are both true, an object is said to be in static equilibrium. To a large extent, the

job of a civil engineer, who designs roads, bridges, buildings, and other infrastructure, is to

design a structure that efficiently and acceptably remains in static equilibrium.

8.5.2 Detailed Study of a Simpler Example

As an example of a system in static equilibrium, let’s analyze a structure a bit simpler than

Saqsaywaman. We imagine the following: long, thin stones have been placed in a circle and

lean at an angle to come to a point with the next stone in the circle. That is, a segment of

the circle looks like
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✓

with the length of the stones l and the angle between the stones and the ground θ. The
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stones stay standing because they mutually exert forces on each other, similar to how a

group of people can sit on each other’s laps in a circle, with no one person holding up (or

being held up by) more than one other person. For simplicity, we will assume no friction

anywhere; can this ring stay standing?

Let’s just focus on one stone and draw the forces exerted on it

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="YDqIIjRcp3TrOXlPDmljCHplWok=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF2MpsMmZ1dZ3oDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkQKg6777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJ08SpZrzBYhnrdkANl0LxBgqUvJ1oTqNA8lYwup37rTHXRsTqEScJ9yM6UCIUjKKV2t0xZ+Suh71iyS27C5B14mWkBBnqveJXtx+zNOIKmaTGdDw3QX9KNQom+azQTQ1PKBvRAe9YqmjEjT9d3DsjF1bpkzDWthSShfp7YkojYyZRYDsjikOz6s3F/7xOimHVnwqVpMgVWy4KU0kwJvPnSV9ozlBOLKFMC3srYUOqKUMbUcGG4K2+vE6aV2Xvulx5qJRq1SyOPJzBOVyCBzdQg3uoQwMYSHiGV3hznpwX5935WLbmnGzmFP7A+fwBhNqPnA==</latexit>

~Ft

<latexit sha1_base64="ULGgJXGnKzcFiRlFmZTROK6Y8Jc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56Qa9YcsvuAmSdeBkpQYZ6r/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjD+lynAmcFbophoTykZ0gB1LJY1Q+9PFvTNyYZU+CWNlSxqyUH9PTGmk9SQKbGdEzVCvenPxP6+TmrDqT7lMUoOSLReFqSAmJvPnSZ8rZEZMLKFMcXsrYUOqKDM2ooINwVt9eZ00r8redbnyUCnVqlkceTiDc7gED26gBvdQhwYwEPAMr/DmPDkvzrvzsWzNOdnMKfyB8/kDaZKPig==</latexit>

~Fb

<latexit sha1_base64="bA3OlMTdc3HChOFV/zfywRq4uKA=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxJBPOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMbCCH/4MWDIl79H2/+jZNkD5pY0FBUddPdFSSCa+O6305uY3Nreye/W9jbPzg8Kh6fNHWcKoYNFotYtQOqUXCJDcONwHaikEaBwFYwup37rTEqzWP5aCYJ+hEdSB5yRo2Vmt0xMnLfK5bcsrsAWSdeRkqQod4rfnX7MUsjlIYJqnXHcxPjT6kynAmcFbqpxoSyER1gx1JJI9T+dHHtjFxYpU/CWNmShizU3xNTGmk9iQLbGVEz1KveXPzP66QmrPpTLpPUoGTLRWEqiInJ/HXS5wqZERNLKFPc3krYkCrKjA2oYEPwVl9eJ82rsnddrjxUSrVqFkcezuAcLsGDG6jBHdShAQye4Ble4c2JnRfn3flYtuacbOYU/sD5/AEC4o69</latexit>

~N

Here, I have denoted gravity acting at the center of the stone, the normal force ~N from the

ground, and additionally two normal forces, ~Ft and ~Fb, exerted by the neighboring stones

at the top and bottom of this stone, respectively. The ring of such stones can stay up if all

forces acting on one stone are finite (or less than some structural maximum).

Let’s first analyze ~Fnet = 0. Note that two pairs of forces act exclusively vertically ( ~N

and ~Fg) and two exclusively horizontally (~Ft and ~Fb). Therefore, ~Fnet = 0,

~N + ~Fb + ~Ft + ~Fg = 0 , (8.80)

reduces to a statement about magnitudes

N = Fg = mg , Ft = Fb ≡ F . (8.81)

That was pretty easy; what about torques? We will analyze torques in two ways, about two

different axes, but demonstrate that we get the exact same results, as we must. First let’s

consider torques about the center-of-mass axis. About this axis, ~Fg exerts no torque, while

the torques of the other forces are

~Ft :

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="YDqIIjRcp3TrOXlPDmljCHplWok=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF2MpsMmZ1dZ3oDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkQKg6777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJ08SpZrzBYhnrdkANl0LxBgqUvJ1oTqNA8lYwup37rTHXRsTqEScJ9yM6UCIUjKKV2t0xZ+Suh71iyS27C5B14mWkBBnqveJXtx+zNOIKmaTGdDw3QX9KNQom+azQTQ1PKBvRAe9YqmjEjT9d3DsjF1bpkzDWthSShfp7YkojYyZRYDsjikOz6s3F/7xOimHVnwqVpMgVWy4KU0kwJvPnSV9ozlBOLKFMC3srYUOqKUMbUcGG4K2+vE6aV2Xvulx5qJRq1SyOPJzBOVyCBzdQg3uoQwMYSHiGV3hznpwX5935WLbmnGzmFP7A+fwBhNqPnA==</latexit>

~Ft

<latexit sha1_base64="ULGgJXGnKzcFiRlFmZTROK6Y8Jc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56Qa9YcsvuAmSdeBkpQYZ6r/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjD+lynAmcFbophoTykZ0gB1LJY1Q+9PFvTNyYZU+CWNlSxqyUH9PTGmk9SQKbGdEzVCvenPxP6+TmrDqT7lMUoOSLReFqSAmJvPnSZ8rZEZMLKFMcXsrYUOqKDM2ooINwVt9eZ00r8redbnyUCnVqlkceTiDc7gED26gBvdQhwYwEPAMr/DmPDkvzrvzsWzNOdnMKfyB8/kDaZKPig==</latexit>

~Fb

<latexit sha1_base64="bA3OlMTdc3HChOFV/zfywRq4uKA=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxJBPOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMbCCH/4MWDIl79H2/+jZNkD5pY0FBUddPdFSSCa+O6305uY3Nreye/W9jbPzg8Kh6fNHWcKoYNFotYtQOqUXCJDcONwHaikEaBwFYwup37rTEqzWP5aCYJ+hEdSB5yRo2Vmt0xMnLfK5bcsrsAWSdeRkqQod4rfnX7MUsjlIYJqnXHcxPjT6kynAmcFbqpxoSyER1gx1JJI9T+dHHtjFxYpU/CWNmShizU3xNTGmk9iQLbGVEz1KveXPzP66QmrPpTLpPUoGTLRWEqiInJ/HXS5wqZERNLKFPc3krYkCrKjA2oYEPwVl9eJ82rsnddrjxUSrVqFkcezuAcLsGDG6jBHdShAQye4Ble4c2JnRfn3flYtuacbOYU/sD5/AEC4o69</latexit>

~N
<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

~τ � τ =
l

2
Ft sin θ =

l

2
F sin θ
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~Fb :

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="YDqIIjRcp3TrOXlPDmljCHplWok=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF2MpsMmZ1dZ3oDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkQKg6777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJ08SpZrzBYhnrdkANl0LxBgqUvJ1oTqNA8lYwup37rTHXRsTqEScJ9yM6UCIUjKKV2t0xZ+Suh71iyS27C5B14mWkBBnqveJXtx+zNOIKmaTGdDw3QX9KNQom+azQTQ1PKBvRAe9YqmjEjT9d3DsjF1bpkzDWthSShfp7YkojYyZRYDsjikOz6s3F/7xOimHVnwqVpMgVWy4KU0kwJvPnSV9ozlBOLKFMC3srYUOqKUMbUcGG4K2+vE6aV2Xvulx5qJRq1SyOPJzBOVyCBzdQg3uoQwMYSHiGV3hznpwX5935WLbmnGzmFP7A+fwBhNqPnA==</latexit>

~Ft

<latexit sha1_base64="ULGgJXGnKzcFiRlFmZTROK6Y8Jc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56Qa9YcsvuAmSdeBkpQYZ6r/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjD+lynAmcFbophoTykZ0gB1LJY1Q+9PFvTNyYZU+CWNlSxqyUH9PTGmk9SQKbGdEzVCvenPxP6+TmrDqT7lMUoOSLReFqSAmJvPnSZ8rZEZMLKFMcXsrYUOqKDM2ooINwVt9eZ00r8redbnyUCnVqlkceTiDc7gED26gBvdQhwYwEPAMr/DmPDkvzrvzsWzNOdnMKfyB8/kDaZKPig==</latexit>

~Fb

<latexit sha1_base64="bA3OlMTdc3HChOFV/zfywRq4uKA=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxJBPOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMbCCH/4MWDIl79H2/+jZNkD5pY0FBUddPdFSSCa+O6305uY3Nreye/W9jbPzg8Kh6fNHWcKoYNFotYtQOqUXCJDcONwHaikEaBwFYwup37rTEqzWP5aCYJ+hEdSB5yRo2Vmt0xMnLfK5bcsrsAWSdeRkqQod4rfnX7MUsjlIYJqnXHcxPjT6kynAmcFbqpxoSyER1gx1JJI9T+dHHtjFxYpU/CWNmShizU3xNTGmk9iQLbGVEz1KveXPzP66QmrPpTLpPUoGTLRWEqiInJ/HXS5wqZERNLKFPc3krYkCrKjA2oYEPwVl9eJ82rsnddrjxUSrVqFkcezuAcLsGDG6jBHdShAQye4Ble4c2JnRfn3flYtuacbOYU/sD5/AEC4o69</latexit>

~N<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r ~τ � τ =
l

2
Fb sin θ =

l

2
F sin θ

~N :

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="YDqIIjRcp3TrOXlPDmljCHplWok=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF2MpsMmZ1dZ3oDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkQKg6777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJ08SpZrzBYhnrdkANl0LxBgqUvJ1oTqNA8lYwup37rTHXRsTqEScJ9yM6UCIUjKKV2t0xZ+Suh71iyS27C5B14mWkBBnqveJXtx+zNOIKmaTGdDw3QX9KNQom+azQTQ1PKBvRAe9YqmjEjT9d3DsjF1bpkzDWthSShfp7YkojYyZRYDsjikOz6s3F/7xOimHVnwqVpMgVWy4KU0kwJvPnSV9ozlBOLKFMC3srYUOqKUMbUcGG4K2+vE6aV2Xvulx5qJRq1SyOPJzBOVyCBzdQg3uoQwMYSHiGV3hznpwX5935WLbmnGzmFP7A+fwBhNqPnA==</latexit>

~Ft

<latexit sha1_base64="bA3OlMTdc3HChOFV/zfywRq4uKA=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxJBPOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMbCCH/4MWDIl79H2/+jZNkD5pY0FBUddPdFSSCa+O6305uY3Nreye/W9jbPzg8Kh6fNHWcKoYNFotYtQOqUXCJDcONwHaikEaBwFYwup37rTEqzWP5aCYJ+hEdSB5yRo2Vmt0xMnLfK5bcsrsAWSdeRkqQod4rfnX7MUsjlIYJqnXHcxPjT6kynAmcFbqpxoSyER1gx1JJI9T+dHHtjFxYpU/CWNmShizU3xNTGmk9iQLbGVEz1KveXPzP66QmrPpTLpPUoGTLRWEqiInJ/HXS5wqZERNLKFPc3krYkCrKjA2oYEPwVl9eJ82rsnddrjxUSrVqFkcezuAcLsGDG6jBHdShAQye4Ble4c2JnRfn3flYtuacbOYU/sD5/AEC4o69</latexit>

~N

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r
~τ ⊗ τ =

l

2
N cos θ =

l

2
mg cos θ

Accounting for the direction of torques, demanding that the net torque be zero enforces

∑
~τ = 0 ⇒ l

2
F sin θ +

l

2
F sin θ =

l

2
mg cos θ , (8.82)

or that

F =
mg

2
cot θ . (8.83)

That is, as θ → 0 (the stones get closer to the ground), the force they exert on each other

increases. There will be some angle at which the force is so strong that the stones will break,

so they should be placed nearly vertically to minimize this force.

Finally, let’s quickly analyze the not torque about another axis. Let’s consider the axis

at the bottom of the stone. Now, the normal force ~N and ~Fb have 0 torque as they are

applied at the axis. The torques of the gravitational force and ~Ft are

~Fg :

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="ULGgJXGnKzcFiRlFmZTROK6Y8Jc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56Qa9YcsvuAmSdeBkpQYZ6r/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjD+lynAmcFbophoTykZ0gB1LJY1Q+9PFvTNyYZU+CWNlSxqyUH9PTGmk9SQKbGdEzVCvenPxP6+TmrDqT7lMUoOSLReFqSAmJvPnSZ8rZEZMLKFMcXsrYUOqKDM2ooINwVt9eZ00r8redbnyUCnVqlkceTiDc7gED26gBvdQhwYwEPAMr/DmPDkvzrvzsWzNOdnMKfyB8/kDaZKPig==</latexit>

~Fb

<latexit sha1_base64="bA3OlMTdc3HChOFV/zfywRq4uKA=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxJBPOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMbCCH/4MWDIl79H2/+jZNkD5pY0FBUddPdFSSCa+O6305uY3Nreye/W9jbPzg8Kh6fNHWcKoYNFotYtQOqUXCJDcONwHaikEaBwFYwup37rTEqzWP5aCYJ+hEdSB5yRo2Vmt0xMnLfK5bcsrsAWSdeRkqQod4rfnX7MUsjlIYJqnXHcxPjT6kynAmcFbqpxoSyER1gx1JJI9T+dHHtjFxYpU/CWNmShizU3xNTGmk9iQLbGVEz1KveXPzP66QmrPpTLpPUoGTLRWEqiInJ/HXS5wqZERNLKFPc3krYkCrKjA2oYEPwVl9eJ82rsnddrjxUSrVqFkcezuAcLsGDG6jBHdShAQye4Ble4c2JnRfn3flYtuacbOYU/sD5/AEC4o69</latexit>

~N
<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r <latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓
~τ ⊗ τ =

l

2
mg cos θ

~Ft :

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="YDqIIjRcp3TrOXlPDmljCHplWok=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF2MpsMmZ1dZ3oDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkQKg6777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJ08SpZrzBYhnrdkANl0LxBgqUvJ1oTqNA8lYwup37rTHXRsTqEScJ9yM6UCIUjKKV2t0xZ+Suh71iyS27C5B14mWkBBnqveJXtx+zNOIKmaTGdDw3QX9KNQom+azQTQ1PKBvRAe9YqmjEjT9d3DsjF1bpkzDWthSShfp7YkojYyZRYDsjikOz6s3F/7xOimHVnwqVpMgVWy4KU0kwJvPnSV9ozlBOLKFMC3srYUOqKUMbUcGG4K2+vE6aV2Xvulx5qJRq1SyOPJzBOVyCBzdQg3uoQwMYSHiGV3hznpwX5935WLbmnGzmFP7A+fwBhNqPnA==</latexit>

~Ft

<latexit sha1_base64="ULGgJXGnKzcFiRlFmZTROK6Y8Jc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56Qa9YcsvuAmSdeBkpQYZ6r/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjD+lynAmcFbophoTykZ0gB1LJY1Q+9PFvTNyYZU+CWNlSxqyUH9PTGmk9SQKbGdEzVCvenPxP6+TmrDqT7lMUoOSLReFqSAmJvPnSZ8rZEZMLKFMcXsrYUOqKDM2ooINwVt9eZ00r8redbnyUCnVqlkceTiDc7gED26gBvdQhwYwEPAMr/DmPDkvzrvzsWzNOdnMKfyB8/kDaZKPig==</latexit>

~Fb

<latexit sha1_base64="bA3OlMTdc3HChOFV/zfywRq4uKA=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxJBPOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMbCCH/4MWDIl79H2/+jZNkD5pY0FBUddPdFSSCa+O6305uY3Nreye/W9jbPzg8Kh6fNHWcKoYNFotYtQOqUXCJDcONwHaikEaBwFYwup37rTEqzWP5aCYJ+hEdSB5yRo2Vmt0xMnLfK5bcsrsAWSdeRkqQod4rfnX7MUsjlIYJqnXHcxPjT6kynAmcFbqpxoSyER1gx1JJI9T+dHHtjFxYpU/CWNmShizU3xNTGmk9iQLbGVEz1KveXPzP66QmrPpTLpPUoGTLRWEqiInJ/HXS5wqZERNLKFPc3krYkCrKjA2oYEPwVl9eJ82rsnddrjxUSrVqFkcezuAcLsGDG6jBHdShAQye4Ble4c2JnRfn3flYtuacbOYU/sD5/AEC4o69</latexit>

~N
<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

~τ � τ = lF sin θ

so the net torque about the axis at the bottom of the stone enforces

∑
~τ = 0 ⇒ lF sin θ =

l

2
mg cos θ , (8.84)

or that

F =
mg

2
cot θ , (8.85)
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which is the same requirement we found earlier.

8.6 Rolling Without Slipping

With this understanding of rotational dynamics developed, we are going to have some fun

interpreting the connection between rotational and translational motion.

8.6.1 Pulling a Spool Two Ways

To start, let’s analyse pulling a rope connected to a spool along the ground with a force ~F ,

without slipping. The picture of this is

<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r

<latexit sha1_base64="Zo0DJGUHIgdvWYmNfOz0iCkH/BY=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjyCkUcCGzI79MLI7OxmZtaEEL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkKleSwfzCRBP6JDyUPOqLFS475fLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenEfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AKyNjNU=</latexit>

R

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

<latexit sha1_base64="Scr565wUnAdBXKTGdBLkaucLas4=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkbBfrrhVdwGyTrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyVeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H62uHZGLqwyIGGsbElDFurviYxGWk+jwHZG1Iz0qjcX//O6qQlrfsZlkhqUbLkoTAUxMZm/TgZcITNiagllittbCRtRRZmxAZVsCN7qy+ukdVX1bqrXD9eVei2PowhncA6X4MEt1OEeGtAEBk/wDK/w5sTOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ACdCjtU=</latexit>

~f

The radius of the spool is R, while the radius of the inner section where the rope is wrapped

around is r < R. I have denoted the pull force ~F and the force of friction ~f , responsible

for the rolling without slipping. Forces that act in the vertical direction (normal force and

gravity) will be irrelevant to this discussion, so we ignore them. With this set-up, let’s begin.

First, let’s find the net force on the spool, so find the acceleration of the center-of-mass

of the spool. We have

~F + ~f = m~a , (8.86)

where m is the mass of the spool. In components, this is just

F − f = ma , (8.87)

along the horizontal axis. Now, let’s identify the torques on the spool. The torques from

both ~f and ~F act in the same direction

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="Scr565wUnAdBXKTGdBLkaucLas4=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkbBfrrhVdwGyTrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyVeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H62uHZGLqwyIGGsbElDFurviYxGWk+jwHZG1Iz0qjcX//O6qQlrfsZlkhqUbLkoTAUxMZm/TgZcITNiagllittbCRtRRZmxAZVsCN7qy+ukdVX1bqrXD9eVei2PowhncA6X4MEt1OEeGtAEBk/wDK/w5sTOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ACdCjtU=</latexit>

~f~r × ~F = ~τF ⊗
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<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="Scr565wUnAdBXKTGdBLkaucLas4=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkbBfrrhVdwGyTrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyVeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H62uHZGLqwyIGGsbElDFurviYxGWk+jwHZG1Iz0qjcX//O6qQlrfsZlkhqUbLkoTAUxMZm/TgZcITNiagllittbCRtRRZmxAZVsCN7qy+ukdVX1bqrXD9eVei2PowhncA6X4MEt1OEeGtAEBk/wDK/w5sTOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ACdCjtU=</latexit>

~f

~r × ~f = ~τf ⊗

by the right hand rule. Recall that the right hand rule is:

1. Place your left hand behind your back.

2. Point fingers on your right hand in the direction of ~r, the vector that stretches from

the axis of rotation to the point of application of the force.

3. Curl fingers in direction of applied force.

4. Thumb points in the direction of torque.

Additionally, the angle between the vectors ~r and ~F (or ~f) are both θ = 90◦, so the magni-

tudes of the torques are

τF = rF , τf = Rf . (8.88)

Then, Newton’s second law for the rotation of the spool is

τF + τf = rF +Rf = Iα , (8.89)

where I is the moment of inertia of the spool and α is its angular acceleration.

Now, if the spool rolls without slipping on the ground, this relates linear and angular

accelerations a and α, where

a = Rα , (8.90)

so that the torque is

rF +Rf = I
a

R
. (8.91)

Now, we have two equations (net force and net torque) and two unknowns (a and f). Isolating

f in the net force equation, we have

f = F −ma , (8.92)
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and plugging it into the net torque equation, we have

rF +R(F −ma) =
I

R
a , (8.93)

or that the acceleration of the spool is

a =
r +R

mR + I
R

F , (8.94)

to the right. Not surprisingly, if the mass or moment of inertia of the spool increases, this

acceleration decreases, for the same force. We won’t worry about solving for the moment of

inertia here.

Now, I want to do something radical: what happens if I pull the spool as before, but now

flip it over? That is, the setup now is:

<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r

<latexit sha1_base64="Zo0DJGUHIgdvWYmNfOz0iCkH/BY=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjyCkUcCGzI79MLI7OxmZtaEEL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkKleSwfzCRBP6JDyUPOqLFS475fLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenEfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AKyNjNU=</latexit>

R

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

<latexit sha1_base64="Scr565wUnAdBXKTGdBLkaucLas4=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkbBfrrhVdwGyTrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyVeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H62uHZGLqwyIGGsbElDFurviYxGWk+jwHZG1Iz0qjcX//O6qQlrfsZlkhqUbLkoTAUxMZm/TgZcITNiagllittbCRtRRZmxAZVsCN7qy+ukdVX1bqrXD9eVei2PowhncA6X4MEt1OEeGtAEBk/wDK/w5sTOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ACdCjtU=</latexit>

~f

Does the spool

(a) accelerate right,

(b) accelerate left, or

(c) does not accelerate.

Well, let’s analyze this system identically to what we did before. The net force equation

is

~F + ~f = m~a , (8.95)

or in components,

F − f = ma . (8.96)
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The torque of the friction is identical to earlier

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="Scr565wUnAdBXKTGdBLkaucLas4=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkbBfrrhVdwGyTrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyVeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H62uHZGLqwyIGGsbElDFurviYxGWk+jwHZG1Iz0qjcX//O6qQlrfsZlkhqUbLkoTAUxMZm/TgZcITNiagllittbCRtRRZmxAZVsCN7qy+ukdVX1bqrXD9eVei2PowhncA6X4MEt1OEeGtAEBk/wDK/w5sTOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ACdCjtU=</latexit>

~f

~r × ~f = ~τf ⊗

Now, the torque from the force ~F is in the opposite direction, by the right-hand rule

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r <latexit sha1_base64="apg0dKDNeL7yQ9sz3BxPXhfET/M=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20puMmZ1dZmYDIeQfvHhQxKv/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSsztGRu56xZJbdhcg68TLSAky1HvFr24/ZmmE0jBBte54bmL8KVWGM4GzQjfVmFA2ogPsWCpphNqfLq6dkQur9EkYK1vSkIX6e2JKI60nUWA7I2qGetWbi/95ndSEVX/KZZIalGy5KEwFMTGZv076XCEzYmIJZYrbWwkbUkWZsQEVbAje6svrpHlV9q7LlYdKqVbN4sjDGZzDJXhwAzW4hzo0gMETPMMrvDmx8+K8Ox/L1pyTzZzCHzifP/azjrU=</latexit>

~F

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="Scr565wUnAdBXKTGdBLkaucLas4=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkbBfrrhVdwGyTrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyVeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H62uHZGLqwyIGGsbElDFurviYxGWk+jwHZG1Iz0qjcX//O6qQlrfsZlkhqUbLkoTAUxMZm/TgZcITNiagllittbCRtRRZmxAZVsCN7qy+ukdVX1bqrXD9eVei2PowhncA6X4MEt1OEeGtAEBk/wDK/w5sTOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ACdCjtU=</latexit>

~f

~r × ~F = ~τF �

So now, Newton’s second law for rotations is

~τF + ~τf = I~α ⇒ τf − τF = Rf − rF = Iα . (8.97)

As before, we eliminate f from the net force equation and relate angular and linear acceler-

ations with a radius factor,

R(F −ma)− rF =
I

R
a . (8.98)

Rearranging and solving for a, we find

a =
R− r
mR + I

R

F . (8.99)

Because r < R, this is still positive, so the spool still accelerates right. However, its magni-

tude is less than earlier because of the subtracted factor in the numerator.

Let’s test this out! (See https://youtu.be/Zax2Qew11dE)

8.6.2 Rolling Down a Ramp

Finally for this chapter, I want to analyze the dynamics of an object rolling down a ramp:

<latexit sha1_base64="Zo0DJGUHIgdvWYmNfOz0iCkH/BY=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjyCkUcCGzI79MLI7OxmZtaEEL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkKleSwfzCRBP6JDyUPOqLFS475fLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenEfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AKyNjNU=</latexit>

R

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg
<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="Scr565wUnAdBXKTGdBLkaucLas4=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkbBfrrhVdwGyTrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyVeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H62uHZGLqwyIGGsbElDFurviYxGWk+jwHZG1Iz0qjcX//O6qQlrfsZlkhqUbLkoTAUxMZm/TgZcITNiagllittbCRtRRZmxAZVsCN7qy+ukdVX1bqrXD9eVei2PowhncA6X4MEt1OEeGtAEBk/wDK/w5sTOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ACdCjtU=</latexit>

~f

https://youtu.be/Zax2Qew11dE
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Here, I have drawn the relevant forces for acceleration down the ramp (no normal force),

and the angle of the ramp is θ, while the radius of the object is R. We will also assume that

the mass and moments of inertia of the object are m and I, respectively.

As before, let’s analyze the relevant forces that accelerate the object down the ramp:∑
~Fx = m~ax ⇒ Fg sin θ − f = mg sin θ − f = ma , (8.100)

where a is the acceleration of the center-of-mass of the object.

Now, let’s analyze torques for rotation about the center-of-mass of the object. Gravity

has no torque because it acts at the center-of-mass; its lever arm is 0. Further, though not

illustrated, normal force also exerts no torque because it acts at the surface of the object in

the direction of its axis of rotation. The only force that exerts a torque is friction, so

τf = fR = Iα = I
a

R
, (8.101)

where we replaced angular acceleration α with linear acceleration via a = Rα, because the

object does not slip.

Solving for friction f in the torque equation, we find

f =
I

R2
a , (8.102)

and inserting it into the force equation we have

mg sin θ − I

R2
a = ma , (8.103)

or, solving for acceleration a,

a =
g sin θ

1 + I
mR2

. (8.104)

Thus, we immediately see that objects that roll without slipping accelerate down a ramp

more slowly if they have a larger moment of inertia, I. However, two objects, identical in

shape, but that differ in size and mass, accelerate down the ramp identically.

Let’s test this out! (See https://youtu.be/SpJVbuJM9ks)

https://youtu.be/SpJVbuJM9ks
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Chapter 9

Angular Momentum

In this chapter, we will finish our discussion of rotational dynamics with a discussion of the

final space-time conservation law.

9.1 Conservation of Angular Momentum

Let’s start by reminding ourselves about the Newton’s second law for rotational motion:

~τnet = I~α , (9.1)

where ~τnet is the net torque about a defined axis, I is the moment of inertia of the system

about that axis, and ~α is the angular acceleration. As an angular acceleration, ~α is the time

derivative of the angular velocity:

~α =
d~ω

dt
. (9.2)

9.1.1 Newton’s Second Law with Angular Momentum

If the moment of inertia if constant, dI
dt

= 0, we can re-write this Newton’s second law as

~τnet = I
d~ω

dt
=

d

dt
(I~ω) . (9.3)

In this form, it is very similar to Newton’s second law for linear motion:

~Fnet =
d

dt
(m~v) , (9.4)

165
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where we called m~v ≡ ~p, the (linear) momentum. For Newton’s second law for rotational

motion, we instead refer to I~ω as the angular momentum ~L,

~L ≡ I~ω , (9.5)

and so Newton’s second law for rotations can be equivalently written as

~τnet =
d

dt
~L . (9.6)

That is, changes in angular momentum are enacted by external torques (just like forces affect

linear momentum).

Note that, by Newton’s third law, the torques internal to a system always cancel pairwise,

just like we observed with linear momentum. So, if there are no external torques, then the

time derivative of angular momentum is 0:

d

dt
~L = 0 , if ~τnet = ~τext = 0 . (9.7)

That is, angular momentum is conserved if there are no external torques.

9.1.2 Spatial and Temporal Symmetries and Their Conservation

Laws

Uh oh, we have a new conservation law, so you know that that means a digression into its

consequences by Noether’s theorem. Angular momentum conservation means that rotation

about (at least) one axis is unchanged in time, defined by ~L = I~ω. If a system has non-

zero angular momentum, then that system sweeps through arbitrary angles. Equivalently,

the orientation of the system continually changes. If angular momentum is conserved, then

there is no special angle or orientation; all orientations are equivalent and exhibit the same

laws of physics. This is just to say that conservation of angular momentum means that all

orientations are equivalent, or that there exists a symmetry of spatial rotation of our system.

So we have identified the following symmetries and conservation laws in our study this

course:
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Symmetry Conservation Law

Time Translation Energy

Spatial Translation Momentum

Spatial Rotation Angular Momentum

We believe that in our universe, energy, momentum, and angular momentum are all con-

served. So, with that assumption, what does our universe look like if it is unchanged by the

actions of time translation, spatial translation, and/or spatial rotation? I’ll leave that for

you to think about.

9.1.3 Rotation About Two Orthogonal Axes

Coming back from esoterica, let’s see if we can understand some consequences of angular

momentum conservation.

Example

As a concrete example, I’m going to perform the following demonstration. I am first going

to get our old friend the bicycle wheel spinning pretty fast. Then, I will stand on a platform

that is free to rotate and then I will pick up the wheel. Now, with the wheel in hand, I will

tilt the wheel, so it makes a non-right angle with respect to the ground. A picture of this is

<latexit sha1_base64="TZYuBiTTjrTup1G8BKBN+y0+0Xk=">AAAB7XicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe4kaMqAjYVFBPMByRH2NnPJmr29Y3cvEEL+g42FIrb+Hzv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++3kNja3tnfyu4W9/YPDo+LxSVPHqWLYYLGIVTugGgWX2DDcCGwnCmkUCGwFo9u53xqj0jyWj2aSoB/RgeQhZ9RYqdkdIyP3vWLJLbsLkHXiZaQEGeq94le3H7M0QmmYoFp3PDcx/pQqw5nAWaGbakwoG9EBdiyVNELtTxfXzsiFVfokjJUtachC/T0xpZHWkyiwnRE1Q73qzcX/vE5qwqo/5TJJDUq2XBSmgpiYzF8nfa6QGTGxhDLF7a2EDamizNiACjYEb/XlddK8KnvX5cpDpVSrZnHk4QzO4RI8uIEa3EEdGsDgCZ7hFd6c2Hlx3p2PZWvOyWZO4Q+czx//y467</latexit>

~L

<latexit sha1_base64="TZYuBiTTjrTup1G8BKBN+y0+0Xk=">AAAB7XicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe4kaMqAjYVFBPMByRH2NnPJmr29Y3cvEEL+g42FIrb+Hzv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++3kNja3tnfyu4W9/YPDo+LxSVPHqWLYYLGIVTugGgWX2DDcCGwnCmkUCGwFo9u53xqj0jyWj2aSoB/RgeQhZ9RYqdkdIyP3vWLJLbsLkHXiZaQEGeq94le3H7M0QmmYoFp3PDcx/pQqw5nAWaGbakwoG9EBdiyVNELtTxfXzsiFVfokjJUtachC/T0xpZHWkyiwnRE1Q73qzcX/vE5qwqo/5TJJDUq2XBSmgpiYzF8nfa6QGTGxhDLF7a2EDamizNiACjYEb/XlddK8KnvX5cpDpVSrZnHk4QzO4RI8uIEa3EEdGsDgCZ7hFd6c2Hlx3p2PZWvOyWZO4Q+czx//y467</latexit>

~L
<latexit sha1_base64="Gvafsfawc4bL4XrUN/Lx5j3NOe8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAckS5idzCZDZmeWmV4hhHyEFw+KePV7vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXlEph0fe/vcLG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pWZ0ZxptMS206EbVcCsWbKFDyTmo4TSLJ29H4bu63n7ixQqtHnKQ8TOhQiVgwik5q9zSKhNt+ueJX/QXIOglyUoEcjX75qzfQLEu4Qiaptd3ATzGcUoOCST4r9TLLU8rGdMi7jirqloTTxbkzcuGUAYm1caWQLNTfE1OaWDtJIteZUBzZVW8u/ud1M4xr4VSoNEOu2HJRnEmCmsx/JwNhOEM5cYQyI9ythI2ooQxdQiUXQrD68jppXVWDm+r1w3WlXsvjKMIZnMMlBHALdbiHBjSBwRie4RXevNR78d69j2VrwctnTuEPvM8fhdePrA==</latexit>⌦

<latexit sha1_base64="enP5RKJgMB8ekyZUtmM3uiumzNk=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9IQ9lsp+3STTbsTsQS+jO8eFDEq7/Gm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNirVHFpcSaW7ITMgRQwtFCihm2hgUSihE05u537nEbQRKn7AaQJBxEaxGArO0Ep+D+EJMxQSZ/1yxa26C9B14uWkQnI0++Wv3kDxNIIYuWTG+J6bYJAxjYJLmJV6qYGE8QkbgW9pzCIwQbY4eUYvrDKgQ6VtxUgX6u+JjEXGTKPQdkYMx2bVm4v/eX6Kw3qQiThJEWK+XDRMJUVF5//TgdDAUU4tYVwLeyvlY6YZR5tSyYbgrb68TtpXVe+6WruvVRr1PI4iOSPn5JJ45IY0yB1pkhbhRJFn8kreHHRenHfnY9lacPKZU/IHzucPDfiRvQ==</latexit>

tilt

<latexit sha1_base64="QTUBO1IJ+qX6FyA9MZ9+g2xsOwM=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNzSZLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx26hUU9aiSijdDYlhgkvWAg6CdRPNSBwK1gknN3O/88C04UrewzRhQUxGkkecErDSwC33gT1CphUshNnArXhVbwG8TvycVFCO5sD96g8VTWMmgQpiTM/3EggyooFTwWalfmpYQuiEjFjPUkliZoJscfgMn1tliCOlbUnAC/X3REZiY6ZxaDtjAmOz6s3F/7xeClE9yLhMUmCSLhdFqcCg8DwFPOSaURBTSwjV3N6K6ZhoQsFmVbIh+Ksvr5P2ZdW/qtbuapVGPY+jiE7RGbpAPrpGDXSLmqiFKErRM3pFb86T8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5ygP3A+fwDCuJPJ</latexit>

rotation

<latexit sha1_base64="iKbNNCQsEMbPZzuGIF981aoAnfI=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNTbJLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx28SppqxFYxHrbkgME1yxFnAQrJtoRmQoWCec3Mz9zgPThsfqHqYJCyQZKR5xSsBKA7fcB/YIWSIIRLGWs4Fb8areAnid+DmpoBzNgfvVH8Y0lUwBFcSYnu8lEGREA6eCzUr91LCE0AkZsZ6likhmgmxx+AyfW2WI7WJbCvBC/T2REWnMVIa2UxIYm1VvLv7n9VKI6kHGVZICU3S5KEoFhhjPU8BDrhkFMbWEUM3trZiOiSYUbFYlG4K/+vI6aV9W/atq7a5WadTzOIroFJ2hC+Sja9RAt6iJWoiiFD2jV/TmPDkvzrvzsWwtOPnMCfoD5/MHsbOTvg==</latexit>

platform

What happens?

(a) Nothing

(b) I start rotating with ~ω ↑

(c) I start rotating with ~ω ↓

Initially, the direction of angular momentum was into the page, ⊗ ~L. After I tilted the

wheel, its angular momentum picked up a component in the downward vertical direction.
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However, my tilting the wheel was an internal torque to the system of the wheel and me, and

there were no relevant external torques. Therefore, angular momentum will be conserved.

That is, the direction of the combined angular momentum of me and the wheel must still

point into the page. To accomplish this, I must have an angular momentum that points

upward, to cancel the change in angular momentum of the wheel.

Example

That’s not the only way to affect angular momentum. Let’s consider another demonstration;

this time, where I am rotating standing on the platform with my arms outstretched. Then,

I will bring my arms in close to my body. An illustration of this is

<latexit sha1_base64="TZYuBiTTjrTup1G8BKBN+y0+0Xk=">AAAB7XicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe4kaMqAjYVFBPMByRH2NnPJmr29Y3cvEEL+g42FIrb+Hzv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++3kNja3tnfyu4W9/YPDo+LxSVPHqWLYYLGIVTugGgWX2DDcCGwnCmkUCGwFo9u53xqj0jyWj2aSoB/RgeQhZ9RYqdkdIyP3vWLJLbsLkHXiZaQEGeq94le3H7M0QmmYoFp3PDcx/pQqw5nAWaGbakwoG9EBdiyVNELtTxfXzsiFVfokjJUtachC/T0xpZHWkyiwnRE1Q73qzcX/vE5qwqo/5TJJDUq2XBSmgpiYzF8nfa6QGTGxhDLF7a2EDamizNiACjYEb/XlddK8KnvX5cpDpVSrZnHk4QzO4RI8uIEa3EEdGsDgCZ7hFd6c2Hlx3p2PZWvOyWZO4Q+czx//y467</latexit>

~L

<latexit sha1_base64="h16kle8ZLRlH8t0vb1+0XMQMXNo=">AAAB/XicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1q/1o+bl2ARPJVdKdpjwYvHCrYV2qVk02wbmmSXZFasS/GvePGgiFf/hzf/jWm7B219MPB4b4aZeWEiuAHP+3YKK6tr6xvFzdLW9s7unrt/0DJxqilr0ljE+i4khgmuWBM4CHaXaEZkKFg7HF1N/fY904bH6hbGCQskGSgecUrASj33qAvsAbJQczXAREuDuZr03LJX8WbAy8TPSRnlaPTcr24/pqlkCqggxnR8L4EgIxo4FWxS6qaGJYSOyIB1LFVEMhNks+sn+NQqfRzF2pYCPFN/T2REGjOWoe2UBIZm0ZuK/3mdFKJakHGVpMAUnS+KUoEhxtMocJ9rRkGMLSFUc3srpkOiCQUbWMmG4C++vExa5xX/olK9qZbrtTyOIjpGJ+gM+egS1dE1aqAmougRPaNX9OY8OS/Ou/Mxby04+cwh+gPn8wfEY5Vn</latexit>

bring arms in

What happens when I do this?

(a) Angular velocity increases

(b) Angular velocity decreases

(c) Angular velocity stays the same

As with tilting the wheel, bringing my arms in is a completely internal action to the

system of, well, me, so it does not affect my angular momentum. Therefore, my angular

momentum before and after moving my arms is unchanged. However, with my arms out-

stretched, I have mass far from the axis of rotation and so by bringing them close to my

body, I can decrease my moment of inertia significantly. So, if my initial moment of inertia

is larger than my final moment of inertia, Ii > If , and angular momentum is unchanged,

~Li = ~Lf ⇒ Ii~ωi = If~ωf , (9.8)

my angular velocity must increase for this equation to hold.

Let’s try these out! (See https://youtu.be/InM_mdY-6FI)

https://youtu.be/InM_mdY-6FI
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9.1.4 Angular Momentum for Linear Motion

We will come back next section with more, crazier, predictions from Newton’s second law for

rotations. But for the rest of this section, I want to introduce another, equivalent, definition

of angular momentum that significantly extends its realm of applicability.

Let’s go back to the definition of torque:

~τ = ~r × ~F , (9.9)

where ~r is the lever arm, the position vector that stretches from the axis of rotation to

the point at which the force ~F is applied. Now, using linear Newton’s second law, we can

replace ~F with d~p
dt

:

~τ = ~r × ~F = ~r × d~p

dt
. (9.10)

If the lever arm vector ~r is constant in time, d~r/dt = 0, we can move the derivative all the

way to the left:

~τ = ~r × ~F =
d

dt
(~r × ~p) . (9.11)

We had already established that torque is equal to the time derivative of angular momentum,

~τ =
d

dt
~L =

d

dt
(~r × ~p) , (9.12)

therefore, we have another definition of angular momentum, where

~L = ~r × ~p . (9.13)

Let’s see if this makes sense for our rotating wheel:

<latexit sha1_base64="QTUBO1IJ+qX6FyA9MZ9+g2xsOwM=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNzSZLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx26hUU9aiSijdDYlhgkvWAg6CdRPNSBwK1gknN3O/88C04UrewzRhQUxGkkecErDSwC33gT1CphUshNnArXhVbwG8TvycVFCO5sD96g8VTWMmgQpiTM/3EggyooFTwWalfmpYQuiEjFjPUkliZoJscfgMn1tliCOlbUnAC/X3REZiY6ZxaDtjAmOz6s3F/7xeClE9yLhMUmCSLhdFqcCg8DwFPOSaURBTSwjV3N6K6ZhoQsFmVbIh+Ksvr5P2ZdW/qtbuapVGPY+jiE7RGbpAPrpGDXSLmqiFKErRM3pFb86T8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5ygP3A+fwDCuJPJ</latexit>

rotation

<latexit sha1_base64="L1HJ3QGkn53746PJKENZfFN16tc=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9IQtlsJ+3S3WzY3RRK6M/w4kERr/4ab/4bt20O2vpg4PHeDDPzopQzbVz32yltbe/s7pX3KweHR8cn1dOzrpaZotChkkvVj4gGzhLoGGY49FMFREQcetHkfuH3pqA0k8mTmaUQCjJKWMwoMVbygylQHEgBIzKo1ty6uwTeJF5BaqhAe1D9CoaSZgISQznR2vfc1IQ5UYZRDvNKkGlICZ2QEfiWJkSADvPlyXN8ZZUhjqWylRi8VH9P5ERoPROR7RTEjPW6txD/8/zMxM0wZ0maGUjoalGccWwkXvyPh0wBNXxmCaGK2VsxHRNFqLEpVWwI3vrLm6R7U/du643HRq3VLOIoowt0ia6Rh+5QCz2gNuogiiR6Rq/ozTHOi/PufKxaS04xc47+wPn8AfVHkQY=</latexit>

~!

<latexit sha1_base64="iO7b5n5zv7I3pAjtfE7qgJNv/AQ=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkaRfrrhVdwGyTrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyVeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H62uHZGLqwyIGGsbElDFurviYxGWk+jwHZG1Iz0qjcX//O6qQlrfsZlkhqUbLkoTAUxMZm/TgZcITNiagllittbCRtRRZmxAZVsCN7qy+ukdVX1bqrXD9eVei2PowhncA6X4MEt1OEeGtAEBk/wDK/w5sTOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ADZqjt8=</latexit>

~p

<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="+gqNDmAlIoVN5JXvl0pKL4xwH4Q=">AAAB/XicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62v+Ni5GSyCq5JI0W6EghsFFxXsA5pQJtObdujkwcykUEPxV9y4UMSt/+HOv3HSZqGtBy6cOede5t7jxZxJZVnfRmFldW19o7hZ2tre2d0z9w9aMkoEhSaNeCQ6HpHAWQhNxRSHTiyABB6Htje6zvz2GIRkUfigJjG4ARmEzGeUKC31zKNbZwzUiQIYEHyFswe+65llq2LNgJeJnZMyytHomV9OP6JJAKGinEjZta1YuSkRilEO05KTSIgJHZEBdDUNSQDSTWfbT/GpVvrYj4SuUOGZ+nsiJYGUk8DTnQFRQ7noZeJ/XjdRfs1NWRgnCkI6/8hPOFYRzqLAfSaAKj7RhFDB9K6YDokgVOnASjoEe/HkZdI6r9gXlep9tVyv5XEU0TE6QWfIRpeojm5QAzURRY/oGb2iN+PJeDHejY95a8HIZw7RHxifP/fNlD0=</latexit>

I~! = ~L

<latexit sha1_base64="gP8r2oE1gq9wzXMlBDLpWpauprk=">AAAB+3icbZDLSsNAFIYn9VbrLdalm8EiuCqJFO2y4MZlBXuBJpTJdNIOnUzCzEmxhL6KGxeKuPVF3Pk2TtMstPWHgY//nMM58weJ4Boc59sqbW3v7O6V9ysHh0fHJ/ZptavjVFHWobGIVT8gmgkuWQc4CNZPFCNRIFgvmN4t670ZU5rH8hHmCfMjMpY85JSAsYZ21ZsxipUHPGI652Ro15y6kwtvgltADRVqD+0vbxTTNGISqCBaD1wnAT8jCjgVbFHxUs0SQqdkzAYGJTGr/Cy/fYEvjTPCYazMk4Bz9/dERiKt51FgOiMCE71eW5r/1QYphE0/4zJJgUm6WhSmAkOMl0HgEVeMgpgbIFRxcyumE6IIBRNXxYTgrn95E7rXdfem3nho1FrNIo4yOkcX6Aq56Ba10D1qow6i6Ak9o1f0Zi2sF+vd+li1lqxi5gz9kfX5A7EqlDI=</latexit>

~r ⇥ ~p
<latexit sha1_base64="Gvafsfawc4bL4XrUN/Lx5j3NOe8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAckS5idzCZDZmeWmV4hhHyEFw+KePV7vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXlEph0fe/vcLG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pWZ0ZxptMS206EbVcCsWbKFDyTmo4TSLJ29H4bu63n7ixQqtHnKQ8TOhQiVgwik5q9zSKhNt+ueJX/QXIOglyUoEcjX75qzfQLEu4Qiaptd3ATzGcUoOCST4r9TLLU8rGdMi7jirqloTTxbkzcuGUAYm1caWQLNTfE1OaWDtJIteZUBzZVW8u/ud1M4xr4VSoNEOu2HJRnEmCmsx/JwNhOEM5cYQyI9ythI2ooQxdQiUXQrD68jppXVWDm+r1w3WlXsvjKMIZnMMlBHALdbiHBjSBwRie4RXevNR78d69j2VrwctnTuEPvM8fhdePrA==</latexit>⌦

<latexit sha1_base64="Gvafsfawc4bL4XrUN/Lx5j3NOe8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAckS5idzCZDZmeWmV4hhHyEFw+KePV7vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXlEph0fe/vcLG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pWZ0ZxptMS206EbVcCsWbKFDyTmo4TSLJ29H4bu63n7ixQqtHnKQ8TOhQiVgwik5q9zSKhNt+ueJX/QXIOglyUoEcjX75qzfQLEu4Qiaptd3ATzGcUoOCST4r9TLLU8rGdMi7jirqloTTxbkzcuGUAYm1caWQLNTfE1OaWDtJIteZUBzZVW8u/ud1M4xr4VSoNEOu2HJRnEmCmsx/JwNhOEM5cYQyI9ythI2ooQxdQiUXQrD68jppXVWDm+r1w3WlXsvjKMIZnMMlBHALdbiHBjSBwRie4RXevNR78d69j2VrwctnTuEPvM8fhdePrA==</latexit>⌦

<latexit sha1_base64="Gvafsfawc4bL4XrUN/Lx5j3NOe8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAckS5idzCZDZmeWmV4hhHyEFw+KePV7vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXlEph0fe/vcLG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pWZ0ZxptMS206EbVcCsWbKFDyTmo4TSLJ29H4bu63n7ixQqtHnKQ8TOhQiVgwik5q9zSKhNt+ueJX/QXIOglyUoEcjX75qzfQLEu4Qiaptd3ATzGcUoOCST4r9TLLU8rGdMi7jirqloTTxbkzcuGUAYm1caWQLNTfE1OaWDtJIteZUBzZVW8u/ud1M4xr4VSoNEOu2HJRnEmCmsx/JwNhOEM5cYQyI9ythI2ooQxdQiUXQrD68jppXVWDm+r1w3WlXsvjKMIZnMMlBHALdbiHBjSBwRie4RXevNR78d69j2VrwctnTuEPvM8fhdePrA==</latexit>⌦

What about ~r×~p? Again, ~r is the vector from the axis of rotation to a point on the wheel that
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is rotating. The momentum of such a point on the wheel is in the direction tangent to the

wheel. A point on the wheel is moving in a circle, and the direction of velocity/momentum

of circular motion is tangent to the circle. So, to determine the direction of ~r × ~p, we use

the right-hand rule: point our fingers in the direction of ~r, curl in the direction of ~p, and our

thumb points in the direction of ~r × ~p = ~L. This is exactly what we get with ~L = I~ω and

the right-hand rule for angular velocity!

This definition of angular momentum as ~r × ~p enables us to define angular momentum

even for linear motion of a particle. Let’s imagine that a particle is mass m with velocity ~v

is passing by

<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

<latexit sha1_base64="UiWlQkQPgxDQ9Di2+nV1tPPM0Wc=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkUm/XHGr7gJknXg5qUCORr/81RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYyfUWU4Ezgr9VKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP1sce2MXFhlQMJY2ZKGLNTfExmNtJ5Gge2MqBnpVW8u/ud1UxPW/IzLJDUo2XJRmApiYjJ/nQy4QmbE1BLKFLe3EjaiijJjAyrZELzVl9dJ66rq3VSvH64r9VoeRxHO4BwuwYNbqMM9NKAJDJ7gGV7hzYmdF+fd+Vi2Fpx85hT+wPn8AT+CjuU=</latexit>

~v
<latexit sha1_base64="IGICM3wawG2N4S3p6yjNbDhAHbU=">AAAB+XicbZDLSgMxFIYz9VbrbdSlm2ARXJUZEe1GKLhxWcFeoB1KJj1tQ5PMkGQGytA3ceNCEbe+iTvfxnQ6C239IfDxn3M4J38Yc6aN5307pY3Nre2d8m5lb//g8Mg9PmnrKFEUWjTikeqGRANnElqGGQ7dWAERIYdOOL1f1DspKM0i+WRmMQSCjCUbMUqMtQau20+B4hjfYZFTOnCrXs3LhdfBL6CKCjUH7ld/GNFEgDSUE617vhebICPKMMphXuknGmJCp2QMPYuSCNBBll8+xxfWGeJRpOyTBufu74mMCK1nIrSdgpiJXq0tzP9qvcSM6kHGZJwYkHS5aJRwbCK8iAEPmQJq+MwCoYrZWzGdEEWosWFVbAj+6pfXoX1V829q14/X1Ua9iKOMztA5ukQ+ukUN9ICaqIUoStEzekVvTua8OO/Ox7K15BQzp+iPnM8f9XmSjg==</latexit>

~p = m~v

There are no external forces on the particle, so it travels in a straight line. Now, we can just

pick some arbitrary point in space and call it the “axis of rotation”:

<latexit sha1_base64="57Al0EBpqOwyG3eBAD2w8QXW68E=">AAAB7nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3SzSbsbgol9Ed48aCIV3+PN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RS2tnd294r7pYPDo+OT8ulZW8epYthisYhVN6AaBZfYMtwI7CYKaRQI7AST+4XfmaLSPJZPZpagH9GR5CFn1Fip058iIwkZlCtu1V2CbBIvJxXI0RyUv/rDmKURSsME1brnuYnxM6oMZwLnpX6qMaFsQkfYs1TSCLWfLc+dkyurDEkYK1vSkKX6eyKjkdazKLCdETVjve4txP+8XmrCup9xmaQGJVstClNBTEwWv5MhV8iMmFlCmeL2VsLGVFFmbEIlG4K3/vImad9Uvdtq7bFWadTzOIpwAZdwDR7cQQMeoAktYDCBZ3iFNydxXpx352PVWnDymXP4A+fzB44Cjwk=</latexit>

~p
<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="WbjOqWGUu6YMogqMdBIn23mRkDg=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipGQzKFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHM0gilYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZKmmE2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVLWnIQv09kdFI62kU2M6ImrFe9ebif14vNWHNz7hMUoOSLReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kDxM2M5Q==</latexit>

b
<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="vgc1dw2Kg8NZVtWKGBdV387IC/s=">AAACAHicbVBNS8NAEN34WetX1IMHL4tF8FQSKdpjwYvHCvYD2lA22027dJMNuxNpCbn4V7x4UMSrP8Ob/8ZtmoO2Phh4vDfDzDw/FlyD43xba+sbm1vbpZ3y7t7+waF9dNzWMlGUtagUUnV9opngEWsBB8G6sWIk9AXr+JPbud95ZEpzGT3ALGZeSEYRDzglYKSBfdoHNoWUTLnGMsBKQm5kA7viVJ0ceJW4BamgAs2B/dUfSpqELAIqiNY914nBS4kCTgXLyv1Es5jQCRmxnqERCZn20vyBDF8YZYgDqUxFgHP190RKQq1noW86QwJjvezNxf+8XgJB3Ut5FCfAIrpYFCQCg8TzNPCQK0ZBzAwhVHFzK6ZjoggFk1nZhOAuv7xK2ldV97pau69VGvUijhI6Q+foErnoBjXQHWqiFqIoQ8/oFb1ZT9aL9W59LFrXrGLmBP2B9fkDX1iW4w==</latexit>

axis of rotation

What is the angular momentum about this axis of rotation? First, the direction is

~L = ~r × ~p ⊗ , (9.14)

into the page, by the right-hand rule. Next, its magnitude is

|~L| = |~r × ~p| = rp sin θ ≡ pb . (9.15)

The perpendicular distance b = r sin θ is called the impact parameter, and is the distance

of closest approach of the particle to the axis of rotation. Because there are no external forces,

the impact parameter is constant for a given trajectory, and so too is angular momentum

constant as there are no net torques.

As to why linear motion can correspond to non-zero angular momentum, note that as

the particle travels, it sweeps out angles with respect to the axis of rotation over time:

<latexit sha1_base64="57Al0EBpqOwyG3eBAD2w8QXW68E=">AAAB7nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3SzSbsbgol9Ed48aCIV3+PN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Nq777RS2tnd294r7pYPDo+OT8ulZW8epYthisYhVN6AaBZfYMtwI7CYKaRQI7AST+4XfmaLSPJZPZpagH9GR5CFn1Fip058iIwkZlCtu1V2CbBIvJxXI0RyUv/rDmKURSsME1brnuYnxM6oMZwLnpX6qMaFsQkfYs1TSCLWfLc+dkyurDEkYK1vSkKX6eyKjkdazKLCdETVjve4txP+8XmrCup9xmaQGJVstClNBTEwWv5MhV8iMmFlCmeL2VsLGVFFmbEIlG4K3/vImad9Uvdtq7bFWadTzOIpwAZdwDR7cQQMeoAktYDCBZ3iFNydxXpx352PVWnDymXP4A+fzB44Cjwk=</latexit>

~p
<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="WbjOqWGUu6YMogqMdBIn23mRkDg=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipGQzKFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHM0gilYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZKmmE2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVLWnIQv09kdFI62kU2M6ImrFe9ebif14vNWHNz7hMUoOSLReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kDxM2M5Q==</latexit>

b
<latexit sha1_base64="NEih1PfbZkvIu98FBUbVpmsNXaY=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsToQS+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqObR4LGPdDZgBKRS0UKCEbqKBRYGETjC5nfudJ9BGxOoBpwn4ERspEQrO0ErtPo4B2aBccavuAnSdeDmpkBzNQfmrP4x5GoFCLpkxPc9N0M+YRsElzEr91EDC+ISNoGepYhEYP1tcO6MXVhnSMNa2FNKF+nsiY5Ex0yiwnRHDsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpguLLRWEqKcZ0/jodCg0c5dQSxrWwt1I+ZppxtAGVbAje6svrpH1V9a6rtftapVHP4yiSM3JOLolHbkiD3JEmaRFOHskzeSVvTuy8OO/Ox7K14OQzp+QPnM8fo+OPJw==</latexit>

✓

<latexit sha1_base64="vgc1dw2Kg8NZVtWKGBdV387IC/s=">AAACAHicbVBNS8NAEN34WetX1IMHL4tF8FQSKdpjwYvHCvYD2lA22027dJMNuxNpCbn4V7x4UMSrP8Ob/8ZtmoO2Phh4vDfDzDw/FlyD43xba+sbm1vbpZ3y7t7+waF9dNzWMlGUtagUUnV9opngEWsBB8G6sWIk9AXr+JPbud95ZEpzGT3ALGZeSEYRDzglYKSBfdoHNoWUTLnGMsBKQm5kA7viVJ0ceJW4BamgAs2B/dUfSpqELAIqiNY914nBS4kCTgXLyv1Es5jQCRmxnqERCZn20vyBDF8YZYgDqUxFgHP190RKQq1noW86QwJjvezNxf+8XgJB3Ut5FCfAIrpYFCQCg8TzNPCQK0ZBzAwhVHFzK6ZjoggFk1nZhOAuv7xK2ldV97pau69VGvUijhI6Q+foErnoBjXQHWqiFqIoQ8/oFb1ZT9aL9W59LFrXrGLmBP2B9fkDX1iW4w==</latexit>

axis of rotation

<latexit sha1_base64="BPpOiQWWpqOaM2un9jwiYemFY5g=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Qe0oWy2m3bpZhN2J2IJ/QlePCji1V/kzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEhh0HW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqmTjVjDdZLGPdCajhUijeRIGSdxLNaRRI3g7GNzO//ci1EbF6wEnC/YgOlQgFo2il+6e+1y9X3Ko7B1klXk4qkKPRL3/1BjFLI66QSWpM13MT9DOqUTDJp6VeanhC2ZgOeddSRSNu/Gx+6pScWWVAwljbUkjm6u+JjEbGTKLAdkYUR2bZm4n/ed0Uw5qfCZWkyBVbLApTSTAms7/JQGjOUE4soUwLeythI6opQ5tOyYbgLb+8SloXVe+qenl3WanX8jiKcAKncA4eXEMdbqEBTWAwhGd4hTdHOi/Ou/OxaC04+cwx/IHz+QMLnI2f</latexit>x1
<latexit sha1_base64="jR+GuR3WHzgpJY6grQ38xFPDwVM=">AAAB6nicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYJUY4kXjxilEcCGzI79MKE2dnNzKyRED7BiweN8eoXefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfjm7nffkSleSwfzCRBP6JDyUPOqLHS/VO/0i+W3LK7AFknXkZKkKHRL371BjFLI5SGCap113MT40+pMpwJnBV6qcaEsjEdYtdSSSPU/nRx6oxcWGVAwljZkoYs1N8TUxppPYkC2xlRM9Kr3lz8z+umJqz5Uy6T1KBky0VhKoiJyfxvMuAKmRETSyhT3N5K2IgqyoxNp2BD8FZfXietStm7KlfvqqV6LYsjD2dwDpfgwTXU4RYa0AQGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfy9ack82cwh84nz8NII2g</latexit>x2

<latexit sha1_base64="a3GvfkCql8lI203P62rJT0GoJrc=">AAAB7nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWw2k3bpZhN2J0IJ/RFePCji1d/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekEph0HW/ndLG5tb2Tnm3srd/cHhUPT7pmCTTHNo8kYnuBcyAFAraKFBCL9XA4kBCN5jczf3uE2gjEvWI0xT8mI2UiARnaKVuOMAxIBtWa27dXYCuE68gNVKgNax+DcKEZzEo5JIZ0/fcFP2caRRcwqwyyAykjE/YCPqWKhaD8fPFuTN6YZWQRom2pZAu1N8TOYuNmcaB7YwZjs2qNxf/8/oZRg0/FyrNEBRfLooySTGh899pKDRwlFNLGNfC3kr5mGnG0SZUsSF4qy+vk85V3bupXz9c15qNIo4yOSPn5JJ45JY0yT1pkTbhZEKeySt5c1LnxXl3PpatJaeYOSV/4Hz+AGLIj5U=</latexit>

d✓



171 9.2. Precession

The distance x2 − x1 that the particle travels in time dt can be expressed as

x2 − x1 =
b

tan(θ + dθ)
− b

tan θ
≈ b

tan θ

(
1

1 + dθ
cos θ sin θ

− 1

)
≈ − b dθ

sin2 θ
, (9.16)

with the approximation that the change in angle dθ is very small, dθ � θ. Note that it takes

time

v dt = x2 − x1 =
p

m
dt (9.17)

to travel this distance. Equating these expressions for the distance, we have

b dθ

sin2 θ
=

p

m
dt ⇒ mb2

sin2 θ

dθ

dt
= pb = L , (9.18)

where we note that

dθ

dt
= ω , (9.19)

and the distance r from the axis of rotation to the particle’s location is

r =
b

sin θ
, (9.20)

so the moment of inertia is

I = mr2 = m
b2

sin2 θ
, (9.21)

as expected!

9.2 Precession

Previously, we had rewritten Newton’s second law for rotations in terms of the change

imparted on angular momentum ~L,

~τnet =
d~L

dt
, (9.22)
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where ~L = I~ω = ~r × ~p, the product of the moment of inertia and angular velocity or the

vector cross product of the position vector ~r from the axis of rotation to the location of

the particle which carries momentum ~p. If there are no relevant external torques, ~τnet = 0,

angular momentum is conserved or unchanging in time. By Noether’s theorem, angular mo-

mentum conservation means that the laws of physics are independent of orientation about

the identified axis of rotation. In our universe, we believe that angular momentum is con-

served so this orientation-independence has profound consequences on the structure of the

universe.

In this final lecture on rotations, we will relax the assumption of ~τnet = 0 to understand

the physics of a non-trivial Newton’s second law for rotations.

9.2.1 Forces Applied Parallel to Angular Momentum

The first thing we will do is to understand a system in which ~τnet is secretly zero. Let’s

say I am rotating on the non-OSHA approved rotating platform with my arms outstretched,

holding 2 kg weights in each hand. While rotating like this, I release the weights. What

happens? Does my rotation rate

(a) Increase (b) Decrease (c) Stay the same

To analyze this problem, the fact that the weights fall due to gravity is completely a red

herring and doesn’t affect the result. So, let’s instead imagine that we are just rotating in

space, far from any stars. Before releasing the weights, I and the weights are rotating as

<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r

<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r

and our angular momentum is

Ltot = Imeω + 2mr2ω . (9.23)

When I release the weights, they cease their circular motion and travel in a straight line

tangent to the original circular motion
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<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r

<latexit sha1_base64="uvvbfj8q2flK51xBCY0PkuKzAbM=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipqQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB3Q2M9Q==</latexit>r
<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

<latexit sha1_base64="UiWlQkQPgxDQ9Di2+nV1tPPM0Wc=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkUm/XHGr7gJknXg5qUCORr/81RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYyfUWU4Ezgr9VKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP1sce2MXFhlQMJY2ZKGLNTfExmNtJ5Gge2MqBnpVW8u/ud1UxPW/IzLJDUo2XJRmApiYjJ/nQy4QmbE1BLKFLe3EjaiijJjAyrZELzVl9dJ66rq3VSvH64r9VoeRxHO4BwuwYNbqMM9NKAJDJ7gGV7hzYmdF+fd+Vi2Fpx85hT+wPn8AT+CjuU=</latexit>

~v

<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

<latexit sha1_base64="UiWlQkQPgxDQ9Di2+nV1tPPM0Wc=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QkUm/XHGr7gJknXg5qUCORr/81RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYyfUWU4Ezgr9VKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP1sce2MXFhlQMJY2ZKGLNTfExmNtJ5Gge2MqBnpVW8u/ud1UxPW/IzLJDUo2XJRmApiYjJ/nQy4QmbE1BLKFLe3EjaiijJjAyrZELzVl9dJ66rq3VSvH64r9VoeRxHO4BwuwYNbqMM9NKAJDJ7gGV7hzYmdF+fd+Vi2Fpx85hT+wPn8AT+CjuU=</latexit>

~v

Note that the speed v is just v = rω, so that the angular momentum of the two masses with

respect to my head (the axis of rotation) is

Lmasses = 2|~r × ~p| = 2r(mv) = 2r(mrω) = 2mr2ω . (9.24)

This is identical to before releasing the masses. Simply releasing the masses exerted no

torque so necessarily angular momentum is conserved in this reaction. Therefore, if angular

momentum is conserved and the angular momentum of the masses didn’t change, then so

too must my angular momentum remain the same.

Let’s test this out! (See https://youtu.be/g7QLKoMQG0M)

9.2.2 Torques Applied Orthogonal to Angular Momentum

Okay, good enough, now let’s analyze another rotating system. We’re going to bring back

our bicycle wheel and get it rotating. Once rotating, I’m going to only hold it by a rope

attached to the end of one of the handles. A picture of this is
<latexit sha1_base64="QTUBO1IJ+qX6FyA9MZ9+g2xsOwM=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNzSZLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx26hUU9aiSijdDYlhgkvWAg6CdRPNSBwK1gknN3O/88C04UrewzRhQUxGkkecErDSwC33gT1CphUshNnArXhVbwG8TvycVFCO5sD96g8VTWMmgQpiTM/3EggyooFTwWalfmpYQuiEjFjPUkliZoJscfgMn1tliCOlbUnAC/X3REZiY6ZxaDtjAmOz6s3F/7xeClE9yLhMUmCSLhdFqcCg8DwFPOSaURBTSwjV3N6K6ZhoQsFmVbIh+Ksvr5P2ZdW/qtbuapVGPY+jiE7RGbpAPrpGDXSLmqiFKErRM3pFb86T8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5ygP3A+fwDCuJPJ</latexit>

rotation

<latexit sha1_base64="TZYuBiTTjrTup1G8BKBN+y0+0Xk=">AAAB7XicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe4kaMqAjYVFBPMByRH2NnPJmr29Y3cvEEL+g42FIrb+Hzv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++3kNja3tnfyu4W9/YPDo+LxSVPHqWLYYLGIVTugGgWX2DDcCGwnCmkUCGwFo9u53xqj0jyWj2aSoB/RgeQhZ9RYqdkdIyP3vWLJLbsLkHXiZaQEGeq94le3H7M0QmmYoFp3PDcx/pQqw5nAWaGbakwoG9EBdiyVNELtTxfXzsiFVfokjJUtachC/T0xpZHWkyiwnRE1Q73qzcX/vE5qwqo/5TJJDUq2XBSmgpiYzF8nfa6QGTGxhDLF7a2EDamizNiACjYEb/XlddK8KnvX5cpDpVSrZnHk4QzO4RI8uIEa3EEdGsDgCZ7hFd6c2Hlx3p2PZWvOyWZO4Q+czx//y467</latexit>

~L

<latexit sha1_base64="0GmsaxTOEQyDo7MO64kVypZgVjM=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2A9IQ9lsp+3STTbsTsQS+jO8eFDEq7/Gm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNirVHFpcSaW7ITMgRQwtFCihm2hgUSihE05u537nEbQRKn7AaQJBxEaxGArO0Ep+D+EJM60SmPXLFbfqLkDXiZeTCsnR7Je/egPF0whi5JIZ43tugkHGNAouYVbqpQYSxidsBL6lMYvABNni5Bm9sMqADpW2FSNdqL8nMhYZM41C2xkxHJtVby7+5/kpDutBJuIkRYj5ctEwlRQVnf9PB0IDRzm1hHEt7K2Uj5lmHG1KJRuCt/ryOmlfVb3rau2+VmnU8ziK5Iyck0vikRvSIHekSVqEE0WeySt5c9B5cd6dj2VrwclnTskfOJ8/A1+Rtg==</latexit>rope

My question to you is: what happens? What does the wheel do once this system is released

to the world? Possible answers include:

https://youtu.be/g7QLKoMQG0M
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(a) Nothing, remains stationary

(b) Falls into a vertical position

(c) Revolves around rope

(d) Oscillates like a pendulum about end of

rope

To answer this question, let’s first consider what happens if the wheel were stationary and

not rotating. In that case, we will analyze the torques of the system about an appropriate

axis. Note that the end of the rope is stationary in this setup, so we will call the end of the

rope the axis of rotation. Then, let’s draw the forces on the wheel:

<latexit sha1_base64="lBrRKW/Eya++HHEBN88CydNix/E=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7AekoWy223bpJht2J9IS+jO8eFDEq7/Gm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSMirVjDeZkkp3Qmq4FDFvokDJO4nmNAolb4fju7nffuLaCBU/4jThQUSHsRgIRtFKfhf5BDM6EWbWK1fcqrsAWSdeTiqQo9Erf3X7iqURj5FJaozvuQkGGdUomOSzUjc1PKFsTIfctzSmETdBtjh5Ri6s0icDpW3FSBbq74mMRsZMo9B2RhRHZtWbi/95foqDWpCJOEmRx2y5aJBKgorM/yd9oTlDObWEMi3srYSNqKYMbUolG4K3+vI6aV1VvZvq9cN1pV7L4yjCGZzDJXhwC3W4hwY0gYGCZ3iFNwedF+fd+Vi2Fpx85hT+wPn8AQGykbU=</latexit>

axis

<latexit sha1_base64="i+1QDFMXoZYeP/WyMj8xFd6Wfx4=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDXjxGyAuSJcxOOsmY2dllZjYQlvyDFw+KePV/vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXEAuujet+O7mt7Z3dvfx+4eDw6PikeHrW0lGiGDZZJCLVCahGwSU2DTcCO7FCGgYC28HkfuG3p6g0j2TDzGL0QzqSfMgZNVZq9abISKNfLLlldwmySbyMlCBDvV/86g0iloQoDRNU667nxsZPqTKcCZwXeonGmLIJHWHXUklD1H66vHZOrqwyIMNI2ZKGLNXfEykNtZ6Fge0MqRnrdW8h/ud1EzOs+imXcWJQstWiYSKIicjidTLgCpkRM0soU9zeStiYKsqMDahgQ/DWX94krZuyd1uuPFZKtWoWRx4u4BKuwYM7qMED1KEJDJ7gGV7hzYmcF+fd+Vi15pxs5hz+wPn8AQv6jsM=</latexit>

~T
<latexit sha1_base64="An6CJHme/mKv8VXnh+pUNsHnCAA=">AAAB7XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7Ae0oWy2k3btZhN2N4US+h+8eFDEq//Hm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikpeNUMWyyWMSqE1CNgktsGm4EdhKFNAoEtoPx3dxvT1BpHstHM03Qj+hQ8pAzaqzU6k2QEdUvV9yquwBZJ15OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBM5KvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj9bXDsjF1YZkDBWtqQhC/X3REYjradRYDsjakZ61ZuL/3nd1IQ1P+MySQ1KtlwUpoKYmMxfJwOukBkxtYQyxe2thI2ooszYgEo2BG/15XXSuqp6N9Xrh+tKvZbHUYQzOIdL8OAW6nAPDWgCgyd4hld4c2LnxXl3PpatBSefOYU/cD5/ADlyjuE=</latexit>

~r

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

There is tension in the rope, and gravity acts at the center-of-mass of the wheel. The tension

exerts no torque because it is applied at the axis of rotation. By contrast, gravity does exert

a torque about the axis because it is displaced from the axis and an angle of 90◦ with respect

to ~r. By the right-hand rule, the direction of this torque is

~τg = ~r × ~Fg ⊗ , (9.25)

into the page, while the magnitude is

|~τg| = rFg = rmg , (9.26)

which is indeed non-zero.

Of course, we know what happens when we release the wheel in this case: it falls, swinging

clockwise, and so has angular momentum into the page
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<latexit sha1_base64="QTUBO1IJ+qX6FyA9MZ9+g2xsOwM=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNzSZLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx26hUU9aiSijdDYlhgkvWAg6CdRPNSBwK1gknN3O/88C04UrewzRhQUxGkkecErDSwC33gT1CphUshNnArXhVbwG8TvycVFCO5sD96g8VTWMmgQpiTM/3EggyooFTwWalfmpYQuiEjFjPUkliZoJscfgMn1tliCOlbUnAC/X3REZiY6ZxaDtjAmOz6s3F/7xeClE9yLhMUmCSLhdFqcCg8DwFPOSaURBTSwjV3N6K6ZhoQsFmVbIh+Ksvr5P2ZdW/qtbuapVGPY+jiE7RGbpAPrpGDXSLmqiFKErRM3pFb86T8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5ygP3A+fwDCuJPJ</latexit>

rotation
<latexit sha1_base64="TZYuBiTTjrTup1G8BKBN+y0+0Xk=">AAAB7XicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe4kaMqAjYVFBPMByRH2NnPJmr29Y3cvEEL+g42FIrb+Hzv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++3kNja3tnfyu4W9/YPDo+LxSVPHqWLYYLGIVTugGgWX2DDcCGwnCmkUCGwFo9u53xqj0jyWj2aSoB/RgeQhZ9RYqdkdIyP3vWLJLbsLkHXiZaQEGeq94le3H7M0QmmYoFp3PDcx/pQqw5nAWaGbakwoG9EBdiyVNELtTxfXzsiFVfokjJUtachC/T0xpZHWkyiwnRE1Q73qzcX/vE5qwqo/5TJJDUq2XBSmgpiYzF8nfa6QGTGxhDLF7a2EDamizNiACjYEb/XlddK8KnvX5cpDpVSrZnHk4QzO4RI8uIEa3EEdGsDgCZ7hFd6c2Hlx3p2PZWvOyWZO4Q+czx//y467</latexit>

~L
<latexit sha1_base64="Gvafsfawc4bL4XrUN/Lx5j3NOe8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAckS5idzCZDZmeWmV4hhHyEFw+KePV7vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXlEph0fe/vcLG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pWZ0ZxptMS206EbVcCsWbKFDyTmo4TSLJ29H4bu63n7ixQqtHnKQ8TOhQiVgwik5q9zSKhNt+ueJX/QXIOglyUoEcjX75qzfQLEu4Qiaptd3ATzGcUoOCST4r9TLLU8rGdMi7jirqloTTxbkzcuGUAYm1caWQLNTfE1OaWDtJIteZUBzZVW8u/ud1M4xr4VSoNEOu2HJRnEmCmsx/JwNhOEM5cYQyI9ythI2ooQxdQiUXQrD68jppXVWDm+r1w3WlXsvjKMIZnMMlBHALdbiHBjSBwRie4RXevNR78d69j2VrwctnTuEPvM8fhdePrA==</latexit>⌦

This is exactly as predicted by ~τ = d~L
dt

.

Okay, that was easy. Now, let’s get the wheel rotating and think about what happens.

We have the same torque as in the non-rotating case

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="QTUBO1IJ+qX6FyA9MZ9+g2xsOwM=">AAAB+HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1o/uurRS7AInsquFO2x4MVjBfsB7VKyabYNzSZLMivWpb/EiwdFvPpTvPlvTNs9aOuDgcd7M8zMCxPBDXjet1PY2Nza3inulvb2Dw7L7tFx26hUU9aiSijdDYlhgkvWAg6CdRPNSBwK1gknN3O/88C04UrewzRhQUxGkkecErDSwC33gT1CphUshNnArXhVbwG8TvycVFCO5sD96g8VTWMmgQpiTM/3EggyooFTwWalfmpYQuiEjFjPUkliZoJscfgMn1tliCOlbUnAC/X3REZiY6ZxaDtjAmOz6s3F/7xeClE9yLhMUmCSLhdFqcCg8DwFPOSaURBTSwjV3N6K6ZhoQsFmVbIh+Ksvr5P2ZdW/qtbuapVGPY+jiE7RGbpAPrpGDXSLmqiFKErRM3pFb86T8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5ygP3A+fwDCuJPJ</latexit>

rotation

<latexit sha1_base64="TZYuBiTTjrTup1G8BKBN+y0+0Xk=">AAAB7XicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe4kaMqAjYVFBPMByRH2NnPJmr29Y3cvEEL+g42FIrb+Hzv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++3kNja3tnfyu4W9/YPDo+LxSVPHqWLYYLGIVTugGgWX2DDcCGwnCmkUCGwFo9u53xqj0jyWj2aSoB/RgeQhZ9RYqdkdIyP3vWLJLbsLkHXiZaQEGeq94le3H7M0QmmYoFp3PDcx/pQqw5nAWaGbakwoG9EBdiyVNELtTxfXzsiFVfokjJUtachC/T0xpZHWkyiwnRE1Q73qzcX/vE5qwqo/5TJJDUq2XBSmgpiYzF8nfa6QGTGxhDLF7a2EDamizNiACjYEb/XlddK8KnvX5cpDpVSrZnHk4QzO4RI8uIEa3EEdGsDgCZ7hFd6c2Hlx3p2PZWvOyWZO4Q+czx//y467</latexit>

~L

<latexit sha1_base64="Gvafsfawc4bL4XrUN/Lx5j3NOe8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAckS5idzCZDZmeWmV4hhHyEFw+KePV7vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXlEph0fe/vcLG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pWZ0ZxptMS206EbVcCsWbKFDyTmo4TSLJ29H4bu63n7ixQqtHnKQ8TOhQiVgwik5q9zSKhNt+ueJX/QXIOglyUoEcjX75qzfQLEu4Qiaptd3ATzGcUoOCST4r9TLLU8rGdMi7jirqloTTxbkzcuGUAYm1caWQLNTfE1OaWDtJIteZUBzZVW8u/ud1M4xr4VSoNEOu2HJRnEmCmsx/JwNhOEM5cYQyI9ythI2ooQxdQiUXQrD68jppXVWDm+r1w3WlXsvjKMIZnMMlBHALdbiHBjSBwRie4RXevNR78d69j2VrwctnTuEPvM8fhdePrA==</latexit>⌦<latexit sha1_base64="MGLL2v7mfwBBMS0YlwsL4+vwHiw=">AAAB/XicbVDJSgNBEO2JW4xbXG5eGoPgKcxI0BwDXjxGMAtkQujpVJImPT1Dd00wDsFf8eJBEa/+hzf/xs5y0MQHBY/3qqiqF8RSGHTdbyeztr6xuZXdzu3s7u0f5A+P6iZKNIcaj2SkmwEzIIWCGgqU0Iw1sDCQ0AiGN1O/MQJtRKTucRxDO2R9JXqCM7RSJ3/ij4BTH1nS8REeMFWAk06+4BbdGegq8RakQBaodvJffjfiSQgKuWTGtDw3xnbKNAouYZLzEwMx40PWh5alioVg2uns+gk9t0qX9iJtSyGdqb8nUhYaMw4D2xkyHJhlbyr+57US7JXbqVBxgqD4fFEvkRQjOo2CdoUGjnJsCeNa2FspHzDNONrAcjYEb/nlVVK/LHpXxdJdqVApL+LIklNyRi6IR65JhdySKqkRTh7JM3klb86T8+K8Ox/z1oyzmDkmf+B8/gAABJWR</latexit>

~⌧net

But now, we have a non-zero angular momentum, and that makes all the difference. Let’s

first consider what happens a very short time after we release the system to the wild. To do

this, let’s draw an overhead picture of the system which will clarify what’s going on:

<latexit sha1_base64="UVzawM9mNiMWFPCDkfguVwEV1pc=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexK0BwDgniMYB6QLGF20psMmZ1dZ2YDIeQnvHhQxKu/482/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328ltbG5t7+R3C3v7B4dHxeOTpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt3O/NUaleSwfzSRBP6IDyUPOqLFSuztGRu56g16x5JbdBcg68TJSggz1XvGr249ZGqE0TFCtO56bGH9KleFM4KzQTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9qeLe2fkwip9EsbKljRkof6emNJI60kU2M6ImqFe9ebif14nNWHVn3KZpAYlWy4KU0FMTObPkz5XyIyYWEKZ4vZWwoZUUWZsRAUbgrf68jppXpW963LloVKqVbM48nAG53AJHtxADe6hDg1gIOAZXuHNeXJenHfnY9mac7KZU/gD5/MHcSaPjw==</latexit>

~Fg

<latexit sha1_base64="TZYuBiTTjrTup1G8BKBN+y0+0Xk=">AAAB7XicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe4kaMqAjYVFBPMByRH2NnPJmr29Y3cvEEL+g42FIrb+Hzv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++3kNja3tnfyu4W9/YPDo+LxSVPHqWLYYLGIVTugGgWX2DDcCGwnCmkUCGwFo9u53xqj0jyWj2aSoB/RgeQhZ9RYqdkdIyP3vWLJLbsLkHXiZaQEGeq94le3H7M0QmmYoFp3PDcx/pQqw5nAWaGbakwoG9EBdiyVNELtTxfXzsiFVfokjJUtachC/T0xpZHWkyiwnRE1Q73qzcX/vE5qwqo/5TJJDUq2XBSmgpiYzF8nfa6QGTGxhDLF7a2EDamizNiACjYEb/XlddK8KnvX5cpDpVSrZnHk4QzO4RI8uIEa3EEdGsDgCZ7hFd6c2Hlx3p2PZWvOyWZO4Q+czx//y467</latexit>

~L

<latexit sha1_base64="MGLL2v7mfwBBMS0YlwsL4+vwHiw=">AAAB/XicbVDJSgNBEO2JW4xbXG5eGoPgKcxI0BwDXjxGMAtkQujpVJImPT1Dd00wDsFf8eJBEa/+hzf/xs5y0MQHBY/3qqiqF8RSGHTdbyeztr6xuZXdzu3s7u0f5A+P6iZKNIcaj2SkmwEzIIWCGgqU0Iw1sDCQ0AiGN1O/MQJtRKTucRxDO2R9JXqCM7RSJ3/ij4BTH1nS8REeMFWAk06+4BbdGegq8RakQBaodvJffjfiSQgKuWTGtDw3xnbKNAouYZLzEwMx40PWh5alioVg2uns+gk9t0qX9iJtSyGdqb8nUhYaMw4D2xkyHJhlbyr+57US7JXbqVBxgqD4fFEvkRQjOo2CdoUGjnJsCeNa2FspHzDNONrAcjYEb/nlVVK/LHpXxdJdqVApL+LIklNyRi6IR65JhdySKqkRTh7JM3klb86T8+K8Ox/z1oyzmDkmf+B8/gAABJWR</latexit>

~⌧net

<latexit sha1_base64="lBrRKW/Eya++HHEBN88CydNix/E=">AAAB8nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48V7AekoWy223bpJht2J9IS+jO8eFDEq7/Gm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8MJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSMirVjDeZkkp3Qmq4FDFvokDJO4nmNAolb4fju7nffuLaCBU/4jThQUSHsRgIRtFKfhf5BDM6EWbWK1fcqrsAWSdeTiqQo9Erf3X7iqURj5FJaozvuQkGGdUomOSzUjc1PKFsTIfctzSmETdBtjh5Ri6s0icDpW3FSBbq74mMRsZMo9B2RhRHZtWbi/95foqDWpCJOEmRx2y5aJBKgorM/yd9oTlDObWEMi3srYSNqKYMbUolG4K3+vI6aV1VvZvq9cN1pV7L4yjCGZzDJXhwC3W4hwY0gYGCZ3iFNwedF+fd+Vi2Fpx85hT+wPn8AQGykbU=</latexit>

axis <latexit sha1_base64="Gvafsfawc4bL4XrUN/Lx5j3NOe8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKaI4BLx4jmAckS5idzCZDZmeWmV4hhHyEFw+KePV7vPk3TpI9aGJBQ1HVTXdXlEph0fe/vcLG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pWZ0ZxptMS206EbVcCsWbKFDyTmo4TSLJ29H4bu63n7ixQqtHnKQ8TOhQiVgwik5q9zSKhNt+ueJX/QXIOglyUoEcjX75qzfQLEu4Qiaptd3ATzGcUoOCST4r9TLLU8rGdMi7jirqloTTxbkzcuGUAYm1caWQLNTfE1OaWDtJIteZUBzZVW8u/ud1M4xr4VSoNEOu2HJRnEmCmsx/JwNhOEM5cYQyI9ythI2ooQxdQiUXQrD68jppXVWDm+r1w3WlXsvjKMIZnMMlBHALdbiHBjSBwRie4RXevNR78d69j2VrwctnTuEPvM8fhdePrA==</latexit>⌦

<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y
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For argument’s sake, let’s call the initial angular momentum

~Li = Lı̂ , (9.27)

and the direction of torque is then

~τnet = τ ̂ . (9.28)

Then, by Newton’s law for rotations, we have

~τ =
d~L

dt
⇒ τ ̂ ≈

~Lf − ~Li
∆t

, (9.29)

where ~Lf is the angular momentum evaluated at a time ∆t after I release the system. Solving

for ~Lf , we find that

~Lf = Lı̂+ ∆t τ ̂ , (9.30)

that is, the angular momentum picks up a y component. The picture of this is
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~Li
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~Lf
=
~Li + �t ⌧ |̂

So apparently the angular momentum just rotates about the rope! We can continue this to

a later time by asking what happens to ~Lf because of the torque, etc. A rotating wheel does

not fall: if it did, the direction of the change of angular momentum would be inconsistent

with Newton’s second law.

This extremely weird rotational phenomena is called precession. If a torque acts parallel

(or anti-parallel) to angular momentum, then it acts to increase or decrease the angular

velocity. However, if a torque acts perpendicular to the direction of angular momentum, as

in the case at hand, it acts to precess, or rotate, the angular momentum’s direction about

the axis of rotation that is perpendicular to both the torque and angular momentum. In

this case, we have
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~L
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new precession axis
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direction of precession
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~⌧

Let’s see this in action! (See https://youtu.be/cj_cC53IgXA)

9.2.3 Precession as Circular Motion of Angular Momentum

Let’s now study Newton’s second law and see if we can massage it into an interesting form

to solve for precessing angular momentum ~L valid at all times t. Let’s start by putting down

coordinates:
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axis/origin
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~Fg = �mg ẑ = �mg k̂
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~Li
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With this setup, note that the vector ~r from the origin/axis to the center of mass of the

wheel is

~r = xı̂+ y̂ = r cos θ ı̂+ r sin θ ̂ , (9.31)

https://youtu.be/cj_cC53IgXA
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where r is the distance from the axis to the center of the wheel and θ is the angle the vector

makes with respect to the x axis, in the xy plane. Then, the torque is

~τ = ~r × ~Fg = −mg (r cos θ ı̂+ r sin θ ̂)× k̂ (9.32)

= −rmg (sin θ ı̂− cos θ ̂) .

Note that the direction of angular momentum is radial, away from the origin, so we can

express it as

~L = L cos θ ı̂+ L sin θ ̂ . (9.33)

Because the torque acts perpendicular to angular momentum, the magnitude of angular

momentum is fixed, just like the magnitude of linear momentum is fixed if a force acts

perpendicular to momentum. Now, Newton’s second law says that

~τ =
d~L

dt
⇒ (−rmg sin θ)̂ı+ (rmg cos θ)̂ = L

d cos θ

dt
ı̂+ L

d sin θ

dt
̂ . (9.34)

Let’s focus on the ı̂ components of this equation:

−rmg sin θ = L
d cos θ

dt
. (9.35)

Using the chain rule, we have

L
d cos θ

dt
= L

d cos θ

dθ

dθ

dt
= −Lω sin θ = −rmg sin θ . (9.36)

Canceling factors, we find that the angular velocity of precession is

ω =
rmg

L
, (9.37)

which is constant. We can do the same analysis for the ̂ component,

L
d sin θ

dt
= L

d sin θ

dθ

dθ

dt
= Lω cos θ = rmg cos θ , (9.38)

or again, that

ω =
rmg

L
. (9.39)
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Therefore, the angular momentum under this precession is

~L = L cos
(rmg

L
t
)
ı̂+ L sin

(rmg
L

t
)
̂ . (9.40)

Note that this sweeps out a circle over time, of radius L and at rate ω = rmg
L

. That is,

precession is nothing more than uniform circular motion of angular momentum.
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Chapter 10

Oscillations

In these final lectures, we are going to study the general phenomena of oscillations. We have

encountered oscillations at several points throughout this course. First, when we introduced

circular motion long ago, we had expressed the position vector ~r of an object undergoing

circular motion as

~r(t) = r cos(ωt)̂ı+ r sin(ωt)̂ , (10.1)

and this vector looks like
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~r

and it revolves counterclockwise at a rate of ω rad/s. The radius of the circle is r.

At the end of the previous chapter, we introduced precession, or the uniform circular

motion of angular momentum due to a torque applied perpendicular to the direction of

angular momentum. We had found that the resulting angular momentum vector ~L can be

expressed as

~L(t) = L cos
( τ
L
t
)
î+ L sin

( τ
L
t
)
ĵ , (10.2)

181
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where L is the magnitude of the angular momentum (constant in time) and τ is the magnitude

of the torque applied perpendicular to angular momentum. This precession or “uniform

circular motion” of angular momentum is exactly analogous to the uniform circular motion

described earlier. If a force is applied exclusively perpendicular to velocity/momentum, then

no work is done on the object (no speed is changed) and only the direction of motion is

affected. So, precession and uniform circular motion are very much so the same phenomena,

just manifest in different systems.

10.1 Kinematics of Oscillations

In what sense, however, are either of these systems “oscillating,” or swung back and forth (in

Latin)? Instead of considering the circle swept out as a function of x and y position as time

passes, let’s just focus on one coordinate; say, the x-coordinate of uniform circular motion

as a function of time. That is, let’s just focus on the function

x(t) = r cosωt . (10.3)

What does this look like? Plotting it, we have
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period

This position versus time graph illustrates clearly “oscillation” and the graph has a number

of features that we give names to. First, the maximum distance of the oscillation away

from the abscissa (horizontal axis) is called the amplitude of the oscillation. Because the

maximum value of cosine is 1, the amplitude is simply the coefficient of cosωt; in this case, the

distance r. Additionally, this oscillation repeats its pattern over a given length of time. The

minimal length of time over which it repeats is called the period of oscillation. Colloquially,

we often call this oscillation a wave, but waves (properly) exhibit more phenomena than a

generic oscillation. This oscillation that is controlled by a cosine (or sine) is referred to as a

sinusoidal oscillation.
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Okay, we’ve got our bearings. Now let’s take a look at the y-component of uniform

circular motion. We have the formula

y(t) = r sinωt , (10.4)

and a plot of this as a function of time is
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T =
2⇡

!

Note that this oscillation has the same period and amplitude as for the x coordinate. How-

ever, we say that x(t) and y(t) oscillations are 90◦ (or π/2 radians) out of phase because

their values at t = 0 are different, by an angular factor of π/2.

To see this graphically, let’s plot them on the same plot:
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y(t)

Over one period T , ωt increases by 2π

ω(t+ T ) = ω

(
t+

2π

ω

)
= ωt+ 2π , (10.5)

and so we also say that a period corresponds to an angular displacement of 2π (like going all

the way around a circle). Note that from x(t) at t = 0, one has to travel one-quarter period

in time to get to the same point of y(t). One quarter period is 2π/4 = π/2 radians, thus the

π/2 out of phase.

Symbolically, let’s manipulate sinωt into a form with cosωt. To do this, note that for

y(t) to overlap x(t), it needs to be moved left by a phase angle π/2. That is, at t = 0, it
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needs to have an argument that is smaller by π/2 that in sinωt form. This is just to say

that

sinωt = cos
(
ωt− π

2

)
. (10.6)

Let’s see if this makes sense. First, at t = 0, we have

sin 0 = cos
(

0− π

2

)
= 0 , (10.7)

which is true. Now, regarding the “−π/2”; this is more subtle. In principle, we could have

had the relationship

sinωt
?
= cos

(
ωt+

π

2

)
, (10.8)

and this would also have satisfied the requirement at t = 0. However, it doesn’t work

immediately after. Let’s go back to our unit circle:
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increasing

<latexit sha1_base64="H1x8lHGCy/sSvFppnLjTVrQRFZE=">AAAB+nicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vVJdugkVwVRIR7bLgxmUF+4C2lMnkph06mYSZG7XEfoobF4q49Uvc+TdO2yy09cDA4Zx7uHeOnwiu0XW/rcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39glw9bOk4VgyaLRaw6PtUguIQmchTQSRTQyBfQ9sfXM799D0rzWN7hJIF+RIeSh5xRNNLALvcQHjELgJmU5nI4HdgVt+rO4awSLycVkqMxsL96QczSCCQyQbXuem6C/Ywq5EzAtNRLNSSUjekQuoZKGoHuZ/PTp86pUQInjJV5Ep25+juR0UjrSeSbyYjiSC97M/E/r5tiWOtnXCYpgmSLRWEqHIydWQ9OwBUwFBNDKFPc3OqwEVWUoWmrZErwlr+8SlrnVe+yenF7UanX8jqK5JickDPikStSJzekQZqEkQfyTF7Jm/VkvVjv1sditGDlmSPyB9bnDxMNlII=</latexit>

decreasing

At t = 0, we have the two options: a phase of π/2 or −π/2, which I have illustrated. As time

increases, we move around the unit circle in a counterclockwise manner. This means that,

from phase point π/2, for example, the x-component (cosine) decreases, while from phase

point −π/2 the x-component increases. Looking at the graph of sinωt, as t increases, does

sinωt increase or decrease? It increases, so therefore

sinωt = cos
(
ωt− π

2

)
. (10.9)

Another symbolic way to identify the same result is simply by taking the derivative and
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then setting t = 0. Note that

d

dt
sinωt

∣∣∣∣
t=0

= ω cosωt|t=0 = ω > 0 , (10.10)

and also that

d

dt
cos
(
ωt± π

2

)∣∣∣∣
t=0

= −ω sin
(
ωt± π

2

)∣∣∣
t=0

= ∓ω , (10.11)

so for these to agree, we must take the “−π/2” phase factor.

Finally, I just want to note that a generic sinusoidal oscillation can be expressed as

x(t) = A cos(ωt+ φ0) , (10.12)

where A is the amplitude, ω is the angular frequency, and φ0 is the phase:

<latexit sha1_base64="ncEfr42h+bqFyl0EBXzfyvh/PTU=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsN+3azSbsToQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqGW+xWMa6G1DDpVC8hQIl7yaa0yiQvBNM7uZ+54lrI2L1gNOE+xEdKREKRtFKTRyUK27VXYCsEy8nFcjRGJS/+sOYpRFXyCQ1pue5CfoZ1SiY5LNSPzU8oWxCR7xnqaIRN362OHRGLqwyJGGsbSkkC/X3REYjY6ZRYDsjimOz6s3F/7xeimHNz4RKUuSKLReFqSQYk/nXZCg0ZyinllCmhb2VsDHVlKHNpmRD8FZfXiftq6p3U71uXlfqtTyOIpzBOVyCB7dQh3toQAsYcHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB4BWM9w==</latexit>

t

<latexit sha1_base64="fFCzG3d4KY9DRKEqCK6PPwOvEJ0=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4YLx4hkUcCGzI79MLI7OxmZtaEEL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfju7nffkKleSwfzCRBP6JDyUPOqLFS47ZfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqME91KEJDBCe4RXenEfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AJLJjMQ=</latexit>

A

<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="a91M9TISchRlK3nxjwdNaLNhGpU=">AAAB7XicbVBNSwMxEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqexK0R4LXjxWsB/QLiWbZtvYbLIkWaEs/Q9ePCji1f/jzX9j2u5BWx8MPN6bYWZemAhurOd9o8LG5tb2TnG3tLd/cHhUPj5pG5VqylpUCaW7ITFMcMlallvBuolmJA4F64ST27nfeWLacCUf7DRhQUxGkkecEuukdj8Z84E3KFe8qrcAXid+TiqQozkof/WHiqYxk5YKYkzP9xIbZERbTgWblfqpYQmhEzJiPUcliZkJssW1M3zhlCGOlHYlLV6ovycyEhszjUPXGRM7NqveXPzP66U2qgcZl0lqmaTLRVEqsFV4/joecs2oFVNHCNXc3YrpmGhCrQuo5ELwV19eJ+2rqn9drd3XKo16HkcRzuAcLsGHG2jAHTShBRQe4Rle4Q0p9ILe0ceytYDymVP4A/T5AzmujuE=</latexit>

�0

Note that +φ0 means that the wave is shifted left. This general form of the oscillation follows

from the angle addition formula

cos(ωt+ φ0) = cosφ0 cosωt− sinφ0 sinωt . (10.13)

We’ll use this formalism to understand physical phenomena next section. To end this section,

I want to ask a couple of questions.

Example

First, we had said that uniform circular motion is described by the vector

~r(t) = r cosωt ı̂+ r sinωt ̂ . (10.14)
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Note that the amplitudes of the two components are identical, r. What if they are different,

with r1 > r2,

~r(t) = r1 cosωt ı̂+ r2 sinωt ̂ . (10.15)

What does the trajectory of the object look like now?

(a)
<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

(b)
<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

(c)
<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

(d)
<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

The answer is (c). Because r1 > r2, the trajectory goes farther from the origin in the x

direction than in the y direction. Actually, this trajectory is nothing more than an ellipse

with semimajor axis r1 and semiminor axis r2

<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

<latexit sha1_base64="iKeYM2VgnUxQmMK9xKi8D2geYbs=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkaI8FLx4r2g9oQ9lsN+3SzSbsToQS+hO8eFDEq7/Im//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IJHCoOt+O4WNza3tneJuaW//4PCofHzSNnGqGW+xWMa6G1DDpVC8hQIl7yaa0yiQvBNMbud+54lrI2L1iNOE+xEdKREKRtFKD3rgDcoVt+ouQNaJl5MK5GgOyl/9YczSiCtkkhrT89wE/YxqFEzyWamfGp5QNqEj3rNU0YgbP1ucOiMXVhmSMNa2FJKF+nsio5Ex0yiwnRHFsVn15uJ/Xi/FsO5nQiUpcsWWi8JUEozJ/G8yFJozlFNLKNPC3krYmGrK0KZTsiF4qy+vk/ZV1buu1u5rlUY9j6MIZ3AOl+DBDTTgDprQAgYjeIZXeHOk8+K8Ox/L1oKTz5zCHzifPwJ4jZk=</latexit>r1

<latexit sha1_base64="KDOCHSTFu7z2C30P//sLti1pAbg=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lK0R4LXjxWtLXQhrLZbtqlm03YnQgl9Cd48aCIV3+RN/+N2zYHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSKFQdf9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikY+JUM95msYx1N6CGS6F4GwVK3k00p1Eg+WMwuZn7j09cGxGrB5wm3I/oSIlQMIpWuteD2qBccavuAmSdeDmpQI7WoPzVH8YsjbhCJqkxPc9N0M+oRsEkn5X6qeEJZRM64j1LFY248bPFqTNyYZUhCWNtSyFZqL8nMhoZM40C2xlRHJtVby7+5/VSDBt+JlSSIldsuShMJcGYzP8mQ6E5Qzm1hDIt7K2EjammDG06JRuCt/ryOunUqt5VtX5XrzQbeRxFOINzuAQPrqEJt9CCNjAYwTO8wpsjnRfn3flYthacfOYU/sD5/AED/I2a</latexit>r2
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Example

We had also said that sinωt is out of phase of cosωt so the vector for uniform circular motion

is

~r(t) = r cosωt ı̂+ r cos
(
ωt− π

2

)
̂ . (10.16)

This out of phase–ness is vital to produce a circular trajectory. However, what if the phase

difference were only −π/4, instead of −π/2? That is, what trajectory would the vector

~r(t) = r cosωt ı̂+ r cos
(
ωt− π

4

)
̂ , (10.17)

sweep out?

(a)
<latexit sha1_base64="zrRAt3lkDBurcj3pI0P3+vsGM/M=">AAAB6HicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNUY4kXjxCIo8ENmR26IWR2dnNzKyREL7AiweN8eonefNvHGAPClbSSaWqO91dQSK4Nq777eQ2Nre2d/K7hb39g8Oj4vFJS8epYthksYhVJ6AaBZfYNNwI7CQKaRQIbAfj27nffkSleSzvzSRBP6JDyUPOqLFS46lfLLlldwGyTryMlCBDvV/86g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsafUmU4Ezgr9FKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP3p4tAZubDKgISxsiUNWai/J6Y00noSBbYzomakV725+J/XTU1Y9adcJqlByZaLwlQQE5P512TAFTIjJpZQpri9lbARVZQZm03BhuCtvrxOWldl77pcaVRKtWoWRx7O4BwuwYMbqMEd1KEJDBCe4RXenAfnxXl3PpatOSebOYU/cD5/AOYljPs=</latexit>x

<latexit sha1_base64="FiwdHPFbHazOb6OCsMQjEUytRr0=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsp+3azSbsboQQ+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBZcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikraNEMWyxSESqG1CNgktsGW4EdmOFNAwEdoLp3dzvPKHSPJIPJo3RD+lY8hFn1FipmQ7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHEkhClYYJq3fPc2PgZVYYzgbNSP9EYUzalY+xZKmmI2s8Wh87IhVWGZBQpW9KQhfp7IqOh1mkY2M6Qmole9ebif14vMaOan3EZJwYlWy4aJYKYiMy/JkOukBmRWkKZ4vZWwiZUUWZsNiUbgrf68jppX1W9m+p187pSr+VxFOEMzuESPLiFOtxDA1rAAOEZXuHNeXRenHfnY9lacPKZU/gD5/MH56mM/A==</latexit>y

(b)
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The answer is (b). This is very tricky, but one way to see it is to evaluate ~r(t) at

ωt = 0, π/2, π, 3π/2 and connect the dots. Decreasing the phase difference between the x-

and y-components rotates and smushes the trajectory. Consider what happens if that −π/4
is turned into 0. What is the trajectory now?
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10.2 Simple Harmonic Oscillators

Previously, we introduced the language of oscillations, specifically sinusoidal oscillations. We

had said that an oscillating system can, in general, be expressed as

x(t) = A cos(ωt+ φ0) , (10.18)

where A is the amplitude of oscillation, ω is the angular frequency of oscillation, and φ0 is

called the phase (factor) of the oscillation, which just quantifies where the object starts at

t = 0. Here, x(t) denotes anything that might oscillate: position, angular momentum, angle,

etc., and a different physical system will have a different quantity that oscillates. In this

lecture, we will use this general formula to analyze some familiar physical systems.

10.2.1 The Pendulum

We’ll start with the pendulum, which as I have illustrated before, is nicely exhibited with

a bowling ball attached to the end of a hanging rope. Let’s remind ourselves of what this

pendulum is doing. I release the pendulum from some initial position and then it swings

back and forth, that is, oscillates, like so:

<latexit sha1_base64="K04kj/IydeXjTaDWx27/40V/2kE=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3a3STsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgkfYMtwI7CYKqQwEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPI4ezDRBX9JRxEPOqLFSUw7KFbfqLkDWiZeTCuRoDMpf/WHMUomRYYJq3fPcxPgZVYYzgbNSP9WYUDahI+xZGlGJ2s8Wh87IhVWGJIyVrciQhfp7IqNS66kMbKekZqxXvbn4n9dLTVjzMx4lqcGILReFqSAmJvOvyZArZEZMLaFMcXsrYWOqKDM2m5INwVt9eZ20r6reTfW6eV2p1/I4inAG53AJHtxCHe6hAS1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzsWwtOPnMKfyB8/kD1XmM8A==</latexit>m

<latexit sha1_base64="Y1+DhzIrurpN6X9268aNmfharb4=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lEtMeCF48t2A9oQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikreNUMWyxWMSqG1CNgktsGW4EdhOFNAoEdoLJ3dzvPKHSPJYPZpqgH9GR5CFn1FipKQblilt1FyDrxMtJBXI0BuWv/jBmaYTSMEG17nluYvyMKsOZwFmpn2pMKJvQEfYslTRC7WeLQ2fkwipDEsbKljRkof6eyGik9TQKbGdEzVivenPxP6+XmrDmZ1wmqUHJlovCVBATk/nXZMgVMiOmllCmuL2VsDFVlBmbTcmG4K2+vE7aV1XvpnrdvK7Ua3kcRTiDc7gED26hDvfQgBYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLYWnHzmFP7A+fwB0/WM7w==</latexit>

l

On this figure, I have denoted the mass of the bowling ball as m and the length of the rope

as l. To analyze the oscillation of the pendulum, let’s draw the free-body diagram of the

mass
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~T is the tension in the rope and ~Fg = mg̂ is the gravitational force.

As the mass oscillates, it remains a fixed distance l from the axis of oscillation. That

is, the mass sweeps out the arc of a circle as it swings back and forth. As such, there is no

motion perpendicular to this circle, so we know that forces that act in the direction of the

axis of oscillation, i.e., centripetal forces, act only to change the direction of velocity of the

mass.

So, the relevant force for oscillation is the force tangent to the circular arc, that is

responsible for the ball speeding up and slowing down while it oscillates. What is this force?

Well, the tension is exclusively centripetal, so not that. The only relevant force then is a

component of gravity that depends on the angle of the rope with respect to vertical:

Frel = −mg sin θ . (10.19)

Note the lack of a vector: we can consider the oscillations as one-dimensional. They are just

fixed to the arc of a circle. Also notice the “−” sign: this is a restoring force acting to always

pull the ball toward θ = 0 where the rope is vertical.

Now that we have this force, we want to use it to determine Newton’s second law.

Newton’s second law is of course

F = ma = m
d2x

dt2
, (10.20)

but we need to figure out what the position x is. Recall that the motion of the pendulum is

along the arc of a circle, so the distance x is just some distance measured along the arc of

this circle:
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x = l✓

Now, let’s take derivatives of x = lθ:

d2x

dt2
=

d2

dt2
(lθ) = l

d2θ

dt2
= lθ̈ . (10.21)

The length of the rope l is constant, so it just pulls out of the derivative. Then, our Newton’s
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second law is

−mg sin θ = mlθ̈ . (10.22)

This is a differential equation for the angle θ, the angular dependence from vertical as a

function of time. It is called a second-order differential equation because there are at most

two derivatives of θ present in the equation. Further, it is a non-linear differential equation

because a non-linear function of θ, namely sin θ, is present in the equation. As a non-linear

second-order differential equation it is extremely challenging to solve (see the Wikipedia page

on “Pendulum (Mathematics)” for details).

So it might seem like we are up a creek without a paddle as they say, and can’t go further.

If we only consider small angular displacements from vertical, that is, θ � 1 in radians, then

the sin θ non-linear function can be simplified via Taylor expansion. For θ � 1, sin θ is

approximately

sin θ = θ − θ3

3!
+ · · · ≈ θ , (10.23)

which is a linear function of θ. With this assumption, our Newton’s second law becomes

−mgθ = mlθ̈ , (10.24)

which is simple and can easily be solved. As we are studying oscillations, well, simple har-

monic oscillators, we will just make the ansatz that the solution to this differential equation

can be written as

θ = A cos(ωt+ φ0) , (10.25)

for some amplitude A, angular frequency ω, and phase φ0. Let’s just plug this into the

differential equation and see what we find.

The second derivative of θ is:

d2

dt2
A cos(ωt+ φ0) = A

d

dt
(−ω sin(ωt+ φ0)) = −Aω2 cos(ωt+ φ0) , (10.26)

so Newton’s second law is

−mg (A cos(ωt+ φ0)) = −mAlω2 cos(ωt+ φ0) , (10.27)
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or, canceling factors,

g = lω2 . (10.28)

Note the miracle that happened here. We initially had a second-order differential equation

we had to solve. With our sinusoidal ansatz, we transmogrified the differential equation into

a second-order algebraic equation that is trivial to solve:

ω =

√
g

l
. (10.29)

This general procedure of transforming a differential equation into an algebraic equation

with a sinusoidal ansatz is called a Fourier transform, after Joseph Fourier, a 19th century

French mathematician. Fourier, among other things, first described the greenhouse effect.

So this Fourier transform immediately gives us the angular frequency, so our solution for

the angle as a function of time is

θ(t) = A cos

(√
g

l
t+ φ0

)
. (10.30)

What about A and φ0? The differential equation can’t help us there, but the initial conditions

of the pendulum can. Initially, if we hold the pendulum an angle θ0 from vertical:
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by energy conservation, we know that at any later time, the angle of the pendulum can

never be larger than θ0. That is, θ0 is the amplitude of oscillation, and this amplitude is the

angular displacement at t = 0. Thus, φ0 = 0 and

θ(t) = θ0 cos

(√
g

l
t

)
. (10.31)

Whew!

There are a few interesting things to note about this result:
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• The velocity of the pendulum is

v(t) = l
dθ

dt
= −θ0

√
gl sin

(√
g

l
t

)
. (10.32)

Note that the velocity is 90◦ (= π/2) out of phase with the position of the pendulum.

• We could have guessed ω ∝
√
g/l by dimensional analysis. In the statement of the

problem, the only relevant dimensionful quantities were acceleration g, rope length l,

and mass m. The only way that these can combine into units of frequency (time−1) is√
g/l.

• There is a bit of numerology regarding the history of the pendulum and SI units. Note

that the frequency f is

f =
1

2π

√
g

l
, (10.33)

and so the period of the pendulum is

T =
1

f
= 2π

√
l

g
. (10.34)

Why g = 9.8 m/s2? Well, note that the period of the pendulum is independent of

amplitude θ0, so a pendulum of length l is a very good, regular keeper of time. This

has been known for at least 400 years. The length l is very easy to measure, but g is

more subtle. Wouldn’t it be very convenient if the hard thing to measure, g, canceled

with the hard number to express, π? Indeed, note that

π2 = 9.8696 · · · , (10.35)

eerily close to the SI value of g!

10.2.2 The Spring

To end this lecture, I want to briefly introduce the spring simple harmonic oscillator
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We have a mass m connected to a spring with constant k, initially displaced from equilibrium

by a distance a. My first question to you is: using dimensional analysis, what is the angular

frequency ω of the mass as it oscillates?

(a) ω =
√
ak (b) ω =

√
k
m

(c) ω =
√

m
k

(d) ω = a
√
km

Let’s solve Newton’s second law and see what we find! The spring force, Hooke’s law, is

F = −kx , (10.36)

and so Newton’s second law is

−kx = mẍ . (10.37)

This is almost exactly similar to Newton’s second law for the pendulum! So, let’s use our

ansatz for simple harmonic oscillation to solve this:

x(t) = A cos (ωt+ φ0) , ẍ(t) = −ω2A cos (ωt+ φ0) . (10.38)

Plugging this into Newton’s second law, we have

−kA cos (ωt+ φ0) = −mω2A cos (ωt+ φ0) , (10.39)

or that

ω =

√
k

m
. (10.40)

Further, if the spring is initially stretched by length a, conservation of energy states that

its displacement from equilibrium can never be larger than a. Therefore, the amplitude is a

and φ0 = 0 and so

x(t) = a cos

(√
k

m
t

)
. (10.41)
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10.3 Two Other Topics on Oscillations

In this final lecture, we are going to wrap up a couple of loose ends, extending and connecting

some earlier lectures and just introducing traveling waves. As we have for the previous

several lectures, we continue studying oscillations, as modeled by the sinusoidal function

x(t) = A cos(ωt+ φ0) , (10.42)

where A is the amplitude, ω is the angular frequency, and φ0 is the phase of oscillation.

We’ve seen this formula applied in numerous cases already, and here we will end with two

more.

10.3.1 Physical Pendula

The first system we will study is that of a physical pendulum, a realistic object that oscillates

about an axis. The object we will consider here is a solid hemisphere, and we are asked to

identify the period of oscillation when set upon its rounded end and slightly perturbed:
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axis

To be able to solve this problem, we will need to know both the center-of-mass of the

hemisphere, as well as its moment of inertia about the axis that sits on the flat part (as

illustrated).

Let’s first find the center-of-mass. Let’s call the total mass of the hemisphere M and

note that because it is, um, half of a sphere, its volume is

Vol =
1

2
Volsphere =

2

3
πR3 , (10.43)

where R is its radius. Then, the density of the hemisphere is

ρ =
M

Vol
=

3

2

M

πR3
. (10.44)
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Recall that the position vector of the center-of-mass of an object is

~rcm =
1

M

∫
~r dm , (10.45)

where dm is a small mass and ~r is the position vector of that small mass. Using the fact

that we can write the small mass as

dm = ρ dV , (10.46)

where dV is a small volume, the center-of-mass is

~rcm =
ρ

M

∫
~r dV =

1

Vol

∫
~r dV . (10.47)

Now, a while ago we had identified the best or easiest way to analyze a sphere; that is,

by expression the small volume in spherical coordinates. Then, we had found that

dV = r2 sin θ dr dθ dφ , (10.48)

where r is the radial coordinate, θ is the polar angle, and φ is the azimuthal angle. So, for

our hemisphere, we just need to calculate

~rcm =
1

Vol

∫∫∫
~r r2 sin θ dr dθ dφ . (10.49)

This requires two things: figuring out what ~r is, and what the r, θ, and φ bounds of

integration are.

Let’s draw the hemisphere more suggestively as
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Recall that the polar angle for a sphere (lines of latitude) range over θ ∈ [0, π], but for a

hemisphere, we only get from the North Pole to the equator. So, for a hemisphere, θ ∈
[0, π/2]. The azimuthal angle still ranges over φ ∈ [0, 2π) because for every θ, we still can

go all the way around a circle. Similarly, r ∈ [0, R], the overall radius of the sphere. So, the

center-of-mass calculation becomes

~rcm =
1

Vol

∫ 2π

0

∫ π/2

0

∫ R

0

~r r2 sin θ dr dθ dφ . (10.50)

What is the vector ~r? Well, by the illustration earlier, we immediately see that the x-

and y- components of the center-of-mass vector ~rcm are 0. The only challenging component

to evaluate is the z-component. Let’s consider the illustration:
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So, we see that z = r cos θ. Plugging this into the expression for the center-of-mass, we see

that

zcm =
1

Vol

∫ 2π

0

∫ π/2

0

∫ R

0

(r cos θ) r2 sin θ dr dθ dφ (10.51)

=
1

Vol

(∫ R

0

r3 dr

)(∫ π/2

0

cos θ sin θ dθ

)(∫ 2π

0

dφ

)
.

We can then do these integrals one at a time. The r and φ integrals are easy:(∫ R

0

r3 dr

)(∫ 2π

0

dφ

)
=
R4

4
· 2π = π

R4

2
. (10.52)

We can make a u-substitution for the θ integral. If we set

u = cos θ , (10.53)
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then the θ integral becomes ∫ π/2

0

cos θ sin θ dθ =

∫ 1

0

u du =
1

2
, (10.54)

very simple! Putting it all together, we have

zcm =
3

2

1

πR3
π
R4

2

1

2
=

3

8
R . (10.55)

That is, the z-coordinate of the center-of-mass is a distance of 3
8
R from the flat side of the

hemisphere. Does that make sense?

Now, on to calculating the moment of inertia. This is actually very simple with an

observation. Let’s draw a sphere with an axis of rotation that passes through its center:

Let’s say that this sphere has radius R and mass 2M . In this case, we know the moment of

inertia is

Isphere =
2

5
(2M)R2 . (10.56)

Now for the tricky bit. Let’s imagine that this sphere is composed of two hemispheres, each

of mass M , such that the axis of rotation lies on their flat faces. Then, it is clear that

Isphere = 2Ihemisphere = 2 · 2

5
MR2 , (10.57)

or that the hemisphere moment of inertia is simply

Ihemisphere =
2

5
MR2 . (10.58)
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10.3.2 Traveling Waves

As a final topic in this course, we will but briefly introduce traveling waves. We’ll start

this by consideration of waves on a string. First and foremost, there is no net motion of

the string, even though it appears that the string, or the wave on it is moving. What is

happening is that each part of the string is oscillating up and down, but in a way that makes

motion to the right appear, but actually doesn’t happen.

So, if this string-wave is just oscillation of some flavor, we must be able to express the

vertical displacement of any part of the string as

d(t) = A cos(ωt+ φ0) , (10.59)

where A is the amplitude of displacement and ω is the angular frequency. This is simply

related to how fast I move my hand up and down to create the wave. What is the phase

φ0? To answer this, let’s consider a snapshot of the wave at a fixed time t. Then, the

displacement as a function along the rope is
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d(t fixed, x)

Because we fix time to, say, t = t0, ωt is constant. Therefore, the only way that the

displacement can vary as a function of position is if the phase φ0 depends on position

φ0 ≡ φ0(x) . (10.60)

What are the properties of this phase and its dependence on x? Note that the wave repeats

itself after a minimal distance. We call the minimal distance over which the wave repeats

itself the wavelength λ
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Compare this to the definition of the period, T . Therefore, if the functional form of the

displacement repeats every wavelength, the position-dependent phase must satisfy

φ0(x+ λ) = φ0(x) + 2π . (10.61)

The simplest way to do this is if

φ0(x) =
2π

λ
x ≡ kx . (10.62)

Here, we call k the wave number, and it has a form similar to that of angular velocity,

ω =
2π

T
. (10.63)

Then, we have that the displacement of the rope as a function of time and position is

d(t, x) = A cos (ωt− kx) . (10.64)

The relative “−” sign is because the wave travels to the right. Compare this with our

identification of φ0 for simple harmonic oscillation.

So, where does this perceived motion of the wave come from? Well, over time T , the

rope’s displacement repeats itself and in that time, the wave repeated itself over a distance

λ. Then, the speed of the wave, that is, how fast the bumps appear to move right is

vwave =
λ

T
=
ω

k
= vphase . (10.65)

This particular wave speed is called the phase velocity. If we are able to express the

angular frequency ω as a function of the wave number k, then we can define another speed

called the group velocity,

vgroup =
dω

dk
. (10.66)

As a final mystery, recall that the kinetic energy of an object is

E =
1

2
mv2 =

1

2m
(mv)2 =

p2

2m
, (10.67)
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related to momentum p. The speed of the object is

v =
d

dp

p2

2m
=

2p

2m
=

p

m
= v . (10.68)

Fascinating! Is energy related to angular velocity ω and momentum to wave number k?



Classical Mechanics Glossary

acceleration: the rate of change of velocity with respect to time; the rate of change of the

rate of change of position

amplitude: the maximum displacement of a wave or oscillation from equilibrium

angular momentum: a quantity of a massive object associated with its rotation about

a fixed axis; if there are no torques on the object, angular momentum is conserved

angular velocity: the rate of change of an object’s angle about a fixed axis with respect

to time

azimuthal angle: the angle about a fixed axis ranging from 0 to 2π

center-of-mass: the position of a collection of masses corresponding to the mean location

of the total mass; the point at which the net gravitational force acts for an ex-

tended object

centripetal acceleration: acceleration due to the change in an object’s direction of velocity

chain rule: the rule for differentiating a composition of functions, where the result is the

product of derivatives of each function in the composition

circular motion: motion of an object that travels in a circle

closed system: a system that is completely and perfectly isolated from any external envi-

201
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ronment

coefficient of static friction: the effective relative strength of the force of static friction

as a fraction of the normal force exerted by a surface

conservation: the property enjoyed by a quantity that remains unchanged through time

conservative force: a force whose action is a direct consequence of a change in potential

energy

cross-sectional area: the intersectional area of a plane that slices through a three-

dimensional object; the area of an object’s shadow

density: mass per unit volume

dimensional analysis: a technique for estimation from construction of a result from rele-

vant quantities requiring that the units are correct

displacement: a vector of the change of position of an object with respect to a given origin

dot product: the scalar product of two vectors that is proportional to the cosine of the

angle between them

elastic collision: a collision of two objects in which their net kinetic energy is conserved;

a collision in which no non-conservative forces are present

electron-Volt: a unit of energy; the energy gained by an electron that travels through an

electric potential of one Volt, approximately equal to 1.6× 10−19 Joules

energy: the conserved quantity that measures a system’s ability to perform a task

equivalence principle: the fundamental assumption of Newton’s theory of universal grav-

itation that gravitational mass is equivalent to inertial mass
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escape velocity: the minimal velocity that an object needs to completely leave the gravi-

tational force of another object

force: an action that induces a change of velocity or momentum of an object

Fourier transform: the decomposition of a response into a linear combination of waves

with different frequencies

frame of reference: the natural coordinate system for an object at rest

free-body diagram: a representation of the forces on an object that act directly on its

center-of-mass

free fall: motion exclusively under the influence of gravity

friction: the force induced by two surfaces rubbing against one another

gedankenexperiment: German for “thought experiment”, a technique for establishing

physical consequences from experience and intuition alone

gravitational mass: the property of an object that is proportional to the gravitational

force exerted on that object

group velocity: the velocity of a “group” of objects; the derivative of the angular frequency

with respect to the wave number

Hooke’s law: the restoring force law that governs a spring; a force that is proportional to

opposite of the displacement from equilibrium

impact parameter: the distance of closest approach of a particle to its axis of rotation

impulse: force accumulated over time; the change in momentum

inelastic collision: a collision of two objects in which kinetic energy is not conserved; a
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collision in which non-conservative forces are important

inertial mass: the property of an object to oppose changes in motion; the quantity that

appears in Newton’s second law

inverse square law: a force that decreases inversely proportional to the square of the

distance between objects

Joule: the SI unit of energy; kilogram–squared meters–per squared seconds

kinetic energy: the energy of motion of an object

lever arm: the perpendicular distance between the point of application of a force and the

position with respect to an identified axis of rotation

moment of inertia: the property of an object to oppose changes in rotational motion of

an object about an axis

momentum: a measure of the linear motion of an object; momentum is conserved if there

are no forces acting on the object

Newton’s constant: the constant of proportionality between gravitational mass and grav-

itational force

Newton’s second law: the net force exerted on an object equals the object’s mass times

its acceleration, or its change in momentum with respect to time

Noether’s theorem: the statement that conserved quantities have corresponding symme-

tries of the laws of physics, and vice-versa

non-conservative force: a force that cannot be expressed as the change of an appropriate

potential energy

normal force: a force exerted normal or perpendicular to a surface
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open system: a system that interacts with its surrounding environment

order-of-magnitude estimation: an estimation technique that employs a product of ed-

ucated guesses for the numerical size of relevant quantities

pendulum: a weight hung from a rope or rod that swings under the influence of gravity

period: the minimal time over which a wave repeats itself

phase velocity: the velocity of an individual wave; the ratio of the angular velocity to the

wave number

polar angle: the angle on a sphere measured with respect to one of the poles that ranges

from 0 to π

potential energy: the energy of an object that is stored for future use

power: the rate of expending energy per time

precession: the phenomena of rotation of angular momentum about an axis due to a torque

applied perpendicular to the initial angular momentum

projectile motion: motion of an object with a given initial velocity exclusively under the

influence of gravity

range formula: the expression for calculation of the horizontal distance of projectile motion

reduced mass: the effective mass that orbits the center-of-mass in a gravitationally-bound

system

restoring force: a force that is proportional to the opposite of displacement from equilib-

rium
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right-hand rule: the rule or prescription for defining angular velocity, angular momentum,

or torque from the direction of rotation or applied force with respect to an axis

rotational invariance: the property of a system that remains unchanged if it is rotated

by any angle

scalar: a quantity that remains unchanged under rotation

simple harmonic oscillator: a system described by Hooke’s law; a model of a mass at-

tached to a perfect spring

sinusoidal oscillation: an oscillation described by sinusoidal motion about equilibrium

spatial translation: movement through space

spring constant: the constant of proportionality between displacement from equilibrium

and force

static equilibrium: a state that exhibits no motion throughout time; a system on which

no net forces nor torques are exerted

tangent: a line that intersects a curve at a single point that has the same slope as that

point on the curve

Taylor series: the expansion of a function as represented by a polynomial of arbitrary order

theory of general relativity: the theory of gravitation introduced by Einstein that sub-

sumes Newton’s universal gravitation that describes gravity as the curvature of

space and time

time-translation symmetry: the property of a system if it remains unchanged by moving

through time

torque: an action that changes the angular momentum of an object



207

traveling waves: a wave that physically moves from an initiating point to a displaced

location

unit vector: a vector of length 1 (unity) that exclusively encodes direction

universal law of gravitation: the theory due to Newton that describes the force of

gravitation between two massive objects as linear in their masses and inversely

proportional to the square of the distance between the objects

vector: a quantity that encodes magnitude and direction in multiple dimensions

vector addition: the method for adding together two vectors in which each component of

the vectors are summed

vector cross product: the product of two vectors that returns another vector; the result-

ing direction from the vector cross product is determined by the right hand rule

velocity: the rate of change of displacement per time

wavelength: the minimal distance over which a wave repeats itself

wave number: 2π divided by the wavelength

weight: the force of gravity near the surface of Earth that represents the minimal force

that one must exert to lift the object

work: force accumulated over distance; the change in kinetic energy

Work-Energy Theorem: the equality of work to change in mechanical energy
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